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Articles of Faith and Practice 
 

 1.  We believe in God The Eternal Father, who only is Supreme; 
Creator of the Universe; Ruler and Judge of all; Unchangeable 
and without Respect to persons. 
2.  We believe in Jesus Christ The Manifestation of God in the 
flesh, who lived, suffered and died for all mankind; whom we 
own as our Leader, Witness and Commander. 
3.  We believe in The Holy Ghost, The Spirit of Truth, The 
Comforter, which searcheth the deep things of God, brings to our 
minds things which are past, Reveals things to come, and is the 
medium by which we Receive Revelation of Jesus Christ. 
4.  We believe that men will be punished for their own sins and 
not for Adam’s transgression, and that as a consequence of The 
Atonement of Christ “all little children are alive in Christ, and 
also all they that are without The Law. For The Power of 
Redemption cometh on all they that have no law; wherefore, he 
that is not condemned, or he that is under no condemnation, 
cannot repent, and unto such, baptism availeth nothing.” (Moroni 
8:22) 
5.  We believe that through The Atonement of Christ all men may 
be Saved by Obedience to The Laws and Ordinances of The 
Gospel; viz. : Faith in God and in The Lord Jesus Christ; 
Repentance and Baptism by immersion for the remission of sins; 
Laying on of Hands for: (a) Ordination, (b) Blessing of Children, 
(c) Confirmation and The Gift of the Holy Ghost (Acts 8:17), (d) 
Healing of the sick. 
6.  We believe in the literal second coming and Millennial Reign 
of Jesus Christ; in The Resurrection of the Dead, and in Eternal 
Judgment; that men will be rewarded or punished according to the 
good or evil they may have done.  
7.  We believe in The Powers and Gifts of The Everlasting 
Gospel: viz: The Word of Wisdom; The Word of Knowledge; 
The Gift of Faith; The Gift of Healing; Working of Miracles; 
Prophecy; Discerning of Spirits; Divers kinds of Tongues; 
Interpretation of Tongues. 
8.  We believe The Fruits of The Spirit to be Love, Joy, Peace, 
Long Suffering, Gentleness, Goodness, Faith, Meekness, and 
Temperance. 
9.  We believe that in The Bible is contained The Word of God; 
that The Record of the Nephites is an added Witness for Christ, 
and that these contain ‘The Fullness of The Gospel.’  
10. We believe in the principle of Continuous Revelation; that 
The Canon of Scripture is not full, that God Inspires men in every 
age and among all people, and that He speaks when, where, and 
through whom he may choose.   
11. We believe that where there are six or more regularly 
Baptized members, one of whom is an Elder, there The Church 
exists with Full Power of Church extension when acting in 
Harmony with The Law of God. 
12. We believe that a man must be Called of God by Revelation 
and Ordained by those having Authority, to enable him to Preach 
The Gospel and Administer The Ordinances thereof.  
13. We believe in the same Church Organization as existed in the 
time of Christ and His apostles. The highest office in The Church 
is that of an Apostle, of whom there are Twelve, who constitute 
Special Witnesses for Jesus Christ. They have The Missionary 
Supervision and The General Watch care of all The Churches. 
14. The primary function of The General Church, of which each 
Local Church is a component part, is Missionary and the building  
 

 
up and extension of The Kingdom of God in all the world.            
15. We believe that Local Churches should govern their own 
affairs and that General Church officials should not dominate or 
interfere therewith. On invitation such general officers may, with 
propriety, give counsel and assistance. Local congregations are 
subject to The Articles of Faith and Practice and must be 
governed thereby. 
16. We believe The Church of Christ comprehends The True 
Brotherhood of man where each esteems his brother as himself 
and wherein The Divine Command to ‘love your neighbor as 
yourself’ is demonstrated by the prevalence of social equality. 
17. We believe that all men are Stewards under God and 
answerable to Him not only for the distribution of accumulated 
wealth, but for the manner in which such wealth is secured. The 
primary purpose of Stewardship is not the increase of Church 
revenue or the mere contribution of money by those who have to 
those who have not, but to bring men to a realization of The 
Common Fatherhood and the universal brotherhood of man in all 
the affairs and expressions of life, and to maintain such social 
adjustments that each may enjoy The Bounty and Gifts of God, 
and be free to exercise his talents and ability to enrich the life of 
all. 
18. We believe that men should labor for their own support and 
that of their dependents. Ministers of The Gospel are not absolved 
from this responsibility, but when Chosen or Appointed by The 
Church to devote their entire time to Missionary Work, their 
families are to be provided for out of General Church fund. The 
Admonition of Christ that The Ministry should not provide purse 
or scrip for their journey, but go Trusting in God and the people, 
is applicable. 
19. We believe that the temporal affairs of the General Church are 
to be administered by The General Bishopric under the 
supervision and direction of the general conferences of The 
Church. The temporal affairs of The Local Churches shall be 
Administered by local Bishops under the supervision and 
direction of the local congregations. 
20. We believe that marriage is Ordained of God, and that The 
Law of God provides for but one companion in wedlock for either 
man or woman. In case of breach of this covenant the innocent 
one may remarry. 
21. We are opposed to war. Men are not justified in taking up 
arms against their fellows except as a last resort in defense of 
their lives and to preserve their liberty. 
22. We believe in The Literal gathering of Israel, and in The 
Restoration of The Ten Lost Tribes. 
23. We believe a Temple will be Built in this generation, in 
Independence, Missouri, wherein Christ will Reveal Himself and 
Endow His Servants whom He Chooses with Power to Preach 
The Gospel in all the world to every kindred, tongue and people, 
that The Promise of God to Israel may be Fulfilled. 
24. We believe that a New Jerusalem shall be Built upon this land 
‘unto The Remnant’ of The Seed of Joseph. (Ether 6:6-8; III 
Nephi 10:17), which city be Built, beginning at The Temple Lot.  
25. We believe The Ministry and Membership should abstain 
from the use of tobacco, intoxicating liquors and narcotics and 
should not affiliate with any society which administer Oaths or 
Covenants in conflict with The Law of God, or which interfere 
with their duties as freemen and citizens. 
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      THE GREATER LIGHT is posted on 
this web-site monthly by The Church of 

Christ With The Elijah Message, The 

Assured Way of The Lord, INC., 215 South 
Lynn Street Independence, Missouri 
64050.  
     If you do not have means to read The 

Greater Light from a computer or make a 
hard copy to read, then let The Headquarter 
Office know and a hard copy will be made 
and mailed to you.   
    Message 53:3, ‘Give ear, Oh ye people 

of the earth. Hear The Warning today. I 
speak The Words and Will of The Lord. 
Let all have Faith. Turn to The Lord and 
obey His Commands. Heed repentance 
and baptism that The Way of The Lord 
shall be among men. His Kingdom shall 

fill the whole earth. The hands must be 
laid upon all that THE GREATER 
LIGHT might come to them.’  
     Message 53:10, ‘Yea, I have brought  a  

Warning    and   few   prepare   for    THE 
GREATER LIGHT,  but be thou Faithful  
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even all who hear, for The Lord’s Will 

shall  be  fulfilled  in  all  things.  All  have  
their work to do and the day comes when 
The Lord shall breathe upon The Chosen 
and they shall do His Work in Mighty 
Power for their love toward the brethren. 
All that offend and that do not keep His 

Commandments shall not be His in the 
Last Day. Moreover, it is Christ’s Words 
that shall judge all men.’ 
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Republic  of  Congo,  Congo  Brazzaville and at large, African 
General Church Recorder 
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     It  is  the  agreement  of The Quorum of 
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Twelve  of  This  Church,  that  no Min-

ister   is   to  Ordain   any   man   into  The  

Ministry until said candidate has with  all 
his heart and soul confessed he agrees 
with everything written in The Articles of 

Faith and Practice.     
     It is each Elder’s duty to Seek 

Guidance from and to keep The Ter-
ritorial Apostle informed of his works in 
the region he is laboring. 
 

                    Secretary For The Twelve 

    Apostle Leonard H. Draves 

 

FOREWORD 
  
     THE GREATER LIGHT, the official 
publication of THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
WITH THE ELIJAH MESSAGE, The 
Assured Way of The Lord, Inc., comes to 
YOU as an expression of the Hope we have 
in Christ. 
     In its pages are found the thoughts and 
expression of a united people, whose only 
aim is to promote The Cause of Christ by 
spreading abroad to every nation, tongue 
and people, The True Gospel of Christ that 
through Obedience to His Laws we might be 
found worthy of Eternal Life. 
     In this publication, The Record of The 
Nephites is quoted many times. This Book 
was Revealed and Translated by The Gift 
and Power of God: the year 1829 marked 
the beginning of The Restoration of all 
things. It is a history of the people who once 
lived in the region around The Great Lakes, 
some of whom are Ancestors of The 
American Indians. Though it contains a 
Record of two other groups of people who 
once lived here, it is for the most part a 
Record of The People of Nephi. 
     The Messages so often mentioned in this 
publication  are  Messages  from  The  Lord,    
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brought   to   earth   by   His   Chosen Ser-
vant, John The Baptist, who comes to earth 
in  a  Glorified   Body  to  finish  The   Work    
given  to  him of  God;  that of  Restoring  
all  things  (Matthew  17:11).   The  Angel   
first came in 1829, and Restored The 
Authority Of The Son Of God, that THE 
CHURCH OF CHRIST might be Established 
as in The Days of The Apostles. 
     In 1927, The Angel Messenger again 
appeared, and on numerous subsequent 
visits, has brought to us The Word Of The 

Lord that THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
might be set in Order, that a people might be 
Prepared to be The Bride Of Christ. This is 
The Elijah Message so many have looked 
for, The Midnight Cry has been Proclaimed, 
A Warning of Destruction, but to The People 
Of The Lord, a Message that Christ’s soon 
Coming is near at hand. Fear God and give 
Glory to His Name, for The Hour of His 
Judgment has come. Awake thou that 
sleepest and Arise from the dead, and Christ 
will give you Light.  
     We hope that whosoever reads these 
pages might make it a matter of Prayer and 
Fasting in Humility before God, that they 
may know for themselves, that God has 
again Spoken and Revealed His Will from 
Heaven. To this end, we Dedicate The 

Greater Light.  
 

        THE BOARD OF PUBLICATION 

           THE QUORUM OF TWELVE 
 

NOTICES 
 

     Please make all checks for Tithes and 

Offerings, payable to THE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST WITH THE ELIJAH MESSAGE. 
Please notify any change of address by the 
fifth of the month, if possible. We would 
like to keep our records up to date. Your 
cooperation will be appreciated. Thank You! 
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                            Secretary-Treasurer of  Bishops’ 

                  Bishop Reece Johnson 
 

     THE MESSAGE OF 

CHRIST TODAY 
To All People 

 

TWENTY-SECOND MESSAGE 
 

       The Messenger came to me at my home, 441 Rural 
Street, Port Huron, Michigan, at 7:25 p.m., July 29, 
1930. 
                -Otto Fetting 
 

1. ‘Satan has delayed me three days in 

coming to you with The Message I will 
give you. Write it, and send it to the 
world. 
2. Remember, satan has great power. He 
has enthroned himself in the minds of the 
people by the traditions  he has planted in 

the hearts of all men, and the pleasure( of 
the world, and pride; so that he has the 
controlling power among those that claim 
to Love The Lord. Be not deceived by 
him. 
 3. I come to Remind you of The Warning 

I have brought, and This Warning is to all 
people. 
 4. As you read The Message I have 
brought, read The Words of Christ and 
The Prophets, for the same Lord has 
spoken. I have come  from The Presence of 

The Lord your God. The Words I speak 

are His Words, The Message I have 
brought is His Message, a Warning to all 
people, and nations. Change them not, for 
The Lord has sent them. You have been 
entrusted therewith. See that no man 
change them. 

5. Fear not man, for he is as the grass of 
the field, here today and gone tomorrow. 
Fear  God and keep His  Commandments,  
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and it will be well with thee. The people 

must be warned. Take This Message to 
the Jew and to the Gentile, for the time 
has come when the Gospel must go to the 
Jew and to Israel as a people, for they will 
again go to The Land that God Promised 
to them in The Covenant He made with 

Abraham. 
6. For all must Stand before The 
Judgment to receive as their works shall 
be, and all shall have a chance to Save 
themselves from the wrath to come, for 
The Prophet Daniel  spoke of this day and 
the things that shall come to pass. 

 7. Man will say, ‘Oh that these things 

were hid from me, for my heart burneth 

within me and my bones are weak. What 

next will it be that shall come to pass?’ 

8. Some will say, ‘How shall I know that 

this is of God?’ Have you not read The 

Prophets of Old? Did Jesus not tell you of 

these times that you see? For The Lord has 
Spoken and Sent me with The Message as 
in the days of Noah. Will you heed His 

Words? Or will you reject it as in the days 

of old? 

 9. Verily, verily, The Lord has spoken, 
and it shall come to pass. It will be well 
with him that will follow His Words in 
time of trouble; but sad will be the hearts 
that will follow their own way, and will 
say in their hearts ‘These things will never 

come to pass.’ 

10. Let those that come to The Church of 

Christ come in Humility and Prepare 
themselves to Work in Love, for God 
wants a Humble People, for Great is The 
Work that is before you. 
11. For thus The Lord Commanded me to 

Instruct you in all things, that you might 
send The Warning to the people. Verily, 
verily, it  is  expedient  that The Gospel be  
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taken to all nations and people, and a 

Warning of Christ’s Coming. Many 
things will Come to Pass for The Lord 
God has Spoken, and  has  sent me as His  
Messenger to Prepare The Way before 
Him. 
12. For The Lord Almighty will Stretch 

forth His Arm and will Scourge the 
nations. Repent ye, for your wickedness 
has come up before The Lord your God; 
for The Lord will Cut short the time in 
Righteousness, for there shall be wars and 
plagues, and the destruction will come, 
for The Lord will Humble the people that 

they may inquire of Him, and Walk in His 
Ways. 
 13. Young men will suffer, and children 
will be fatherless, and women will weep 
for husbands, and all the world will 
lament and weep, and the rich will howl 

when their riches will fade away, yet 
satan will work for he knows his days are 
short. 
14. Remember: Zion shall not be moved 
out of Her Place, nor Jerusalem from her 
former dwelling place, for The Lord 

made a Covenant with Israel at Horeb, 
and He will Gather His People that are 
Obedient, in their land, And their cities 
shall again be Cleansed and Righteous-
ness shall again be in its borders. And 
The Lord shall Remember them, and they 
shall accept Christ as their Savior and The 

Gospel as their Law forever. 
15. And this nation shall be cleansed, and 
then shall it be Zion, for The Lord will 
Bless this land and the people that will 
keep His Commandments and Walk in 
Humility before Him. But the heady and 

high minded He will visit with destruct-
ions, and those that have robbed the 
widow and fatherless, and have taken that  
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which is not their own. 

16. For  there  are  those that have taken 
that  which  is  not theirs, they have 
polluted the land with their unright-
eousness, they have filled their hearts 
with vanities and unbelief, they have 
sought their own glory, therefore The 

Lord will not accept their Offerings, and 
will not hearken unto their Prayers, save 
it be a few who are Humble before Him. 
17. Behold, they have taken that which is 
not their own; they have lied that they 
might get gain: they have taken from the 
aged, and they will not part with their 

substance to feed the poor and needy, but 
they have taken the widow’s mite in un-
righteousness and have used it for their 
pleasure, and The Gospel Work they have 
treated as naught, yet they have said, ‘We 

Love The Lord.’ 

18. Oh man, thou that profess The Name 
of The Lord, remember The Eyes of The 

Lord are upon you; you cannot continue 
in your unrighteous ways before The 
Lord your God who has Created thee. He 

is Long Suffering and Full of Mercy, but 

He will Reward thee as thy works will be. 
 19. There are those that have robbed The 
Lord of one-tenth of that which was The 
Lord’s. They have taken it for their 
pleasure,  and  have  said  in  their hearts,  
‘This is mine.’ Hearken unto Me, says The 
Lord your God, ‘all that thou hast I have 

given thee, and I shall require one-tenth  

thereof, that the poor that are poor indeed 

may be fed: that The Gospel may be 

Preached, and The Kingdom of God might 

be Established upon earth in its Fullness, 

and The Church set in Order in its Com-

pleteness.’ 

 20. I have come to you to exhort you: to 
instruct  you:  to  bring  to you The Words  
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and Instructions of The Lord; that all 

people may understand more clearly The 

Words of The Lord, and the things that 
shall come to pass; for I am The 
Messenger of The Lord to Prepare the 
people for His Coming, and a place to 
come to; to set The Church in order, and 

to Instruct the people in Humility that 
they may Prepare themselves for His 
Coming, for The Lord will Bless those 
that will do the things He Commands. 
 21. I have been sent to you, for you are of 
The Seed of Abraham, and The Levites, 
thine forefathers, have Ministered in The 

House of The Lord, Be thou Humble, 
isolate yourself from the business world 
that you might Commune with The Lord 
your God, for this is a day when trying 
times will come upon the earth. 
22. Instruct the people as they shall come 

to you to be Humble and Full of Love; 
save your strength as I told you, or your 
time will be short. 
23. I will come to you from time to time to 
bring Light; to Direct; to Help; and 
Instruct the people of The Lord; to Warn 

the world, that none will have an excuse 
at the last day, Amen.’ 
 

Independence Local 

Service 
 

Sunday School Service 

10:00 a.m. 
 

     Services opened with Brother Bishop 
Reece Johnson of Missouri. Opening Song,  
an Organ Special by Brother Apostle 
Mervyn Johnson. Opening Prayer by 
Brother Bishop Reece Johnson. 

Brother Bishop Reece Johnson taught The 
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Adult Class. 

Study Lesson 

Message Eighty-Six 

Verse 31 
 

‘The Day comes, when all Christianity 
will flow together, A Mighty People in 

Righteousness’ 

 
     Much discussion was given concerning 
the joining of Christianity with The Assured 
Way of The Lord. (No notes taken.) 
     Closing song’ ‘Stand Up For Jesus’ 
Chorister Sister Kristie Johnson. Closing 
Prayer by Brother Bishop Reece Johnson. 

 

Church Service 

11:00 a.m. 
Pastor: Apostle Leonard H. Draves 

Missouri 

 

     Services Opened with Brother Apostle 
Leonard H. Draves of Missouri. Brother 
Draves welcomed all to The House of The 
Lord. This is a Time of Fellowship and 
Worshipping The Lord Jesus Christ with all 
our Hearts, Souls, and Minds. Let us give 
unto The Lord our Best in Serving Him This 
day and throughout the week. 
       Opening Song, a Special by Sister 
Marianna Johnson, ‘Come Ye Meek and 
Lowly’. Opening Prayer by Brother Apostle 
Leonard H. Draves.  
     Brother Apostle Leonard H. Draves 
introduced our Speaker, Brother Apostle 
Mervyn Johnson of Missouri. 
 

Sermon Notes 
 

The Everlasting Gospel 
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And Its Contrast— 
Pure or Perverted? 

Apostle Mervyn Johnson 
Missouri 

 

     Of all the multitude of churches, sects, 
and religions in the world today, where can 
we find The Gospel and Doctrine Establish-
ed by Christ and Preached by Paul, one of 
His Servants? If we diligently search The 
Written Word and Religious History, we can 
discover the contrast of The Church 
Established by Christ and what we find 
today. 
     Today we find that we are often told that 
it makes no difference what a man's creed is 
so long as he acknowledges Christ. One 
class of Christians might admit to this who 
aspire to nothing more, but there are a few 
people on earth who desire something more 
tangible and whose right and privilege it is 
to have it. There is something tangible in the 
belief that this earth and everything per-
taining to it will one day be redeemed from 
its fallen condition; that it will one day 
possess all its  original grandeur and beauty, 
and that all whose names are found 
Registered in The LAMB'S BOOK OF LIFE 
will possess it for the space of one thousand 
years  (Book of Revelation 20:6). 
     God has Blessed us with the ability to 
think and reason, so surely we will have to 
render an account for the use, or abuse, of 
those Powers. Let us be consistent, and 
know that man cannot stick stakes or 
formulate conditions for God to come to.   If 
we are so fortunate as to obtain Salvation, it 
will   be   by   The   Terms    laid    down   in  
THE  BIBLE,   THE   RECORD   OF   THE  
NEPHITES, and THE WORD OF THE 
LORD, Brought to Mankind by an Angel. 
     John  The  Revelator,  in speaking of The 
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General Resurrections says, and I quote, ‘I 

saw the dead, small and great, stand before 

God, and The Books were opened . . . and 

the dead were judged out of the things 
which were Written in The Books.’ May we 
not reasonably conclude that THE BIBLE is 
one of those Books which will Judge the 
world? It cannot be otherwise. 
      How important is it then to have an 
understanding of THE BIBLE? But wait, 
how can we, since the most learned cannot 
agree as to what THE BIBLE teaches?   
There are ways, one being to become 
sufficiently Humble, then appeal to God to 
Guide and Direct us. Another way The 
Scripture reminds us is in Isaiah 8:20, ‘To 

The Law and to The Testimony: If they 

speak not According to This Word, it is 
because there is no Light in them.’ I want 
at this point to again refer to a quote from 
The Prophet Isaiah 35:8 who talks about a 
Way of Holiness that wayfaring men, 
though they be fools, need not err therein. 
Jeremiah talks about going out and standing 
in The Ways (or observing all the churches) 
and see and ask for The Old Paths, where is 
The Good Way, and walk therein, and ye 
shall find rest for your Souls. But they said 
we will not walk therein. So here, or what, 
are many Christians seeking today? What do 
we find in the churches? Some focus on 
community and entertainment centers with 
Christian overtones. Look around you, 
observe. 
      When this Spirit I mentioned before has 
been obtained to a sufficient degree, we will 
be surprised at the stupidity and ignorance 
of  men  who  are continually perverting The  
Word  of  God.  Apostle  Paul  talks  about a 
Gospel that some had perverted. 
      Paul also writes that anyone, or an Angel 
from   Heaven,  would  be  accursed  if  they  
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Preached any other Gospel. This Scripture is 
too Plain to admit of being Spiritualized or 
perverted. All we have to do is make our-
selves familiar with The Teachings of Christ 
and His Apostles and it will require no great 
outpouring of The Spirit to enable us to 
detect false teachers, no matter what their 
guise may be. 
      The fact of some preacher standing 
before us with BIBLE in hand, or presuming 
to unfold The Banner of Christ, does not 
prove him to be a first class Christian, nor is 
the church to which he belongs The True 
Church of Christ necessarily. 
      It is an insult to THE BIBLE, and 
everything pertaining to Godliness, to say 
that Paul and The Apostles taught all the 
conflicting doctrines that are put forth by 
professed Christians of the present day. 
      The Character of God is One of Order, 
being One of The Attributes of The Deity in 
The Fullest Sense of The Word. Confusion 
and disorder originate in the prince of 
darkness. 
      Paul Preached One Gospel only. All The 
Churches of Christ in his day were Organ-
ized on The One and Selfsame Platform, or 
Pattern. The first plank (so to speak) in The 
Platform was a Belief in The Divine Mission 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ; that He 
was All that He Claimed for Himself, and 
All that The Scriptures Claimed for Him. 
The second plank in The Platform, or 
Pattern, was The Divine Appointment of 
men to fill certain offices in The Church; 
there were Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, 
Pastors, and Teachers.  The third plank in 
The Platform was The Holy Ghost, which 
The  Savior  said  should  Guide  us  into All 
Truth, bring things past to our remembrance, 
and show us things to come. 
      In   answering  the  learned   man  of  the 
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Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the 
Jews, about regeneration, Christ said, 
‘Except a man be born of The Water and 

The Spirit, he cannot enter into The 

Kingdom of God. That which is born of the 

flesh is flesh; and that which is born of The 

Spirit is Spirit . . . marvel not that I said 
unto thee ye must be born again.’  Then 
Christ explains The Spirit—‘The wind 

bloweth where it listeth and thou hearest 

the sound thereof, but cannot tell whence it 

cometh, and whither it goeth; so is 

everyone that is born of The Spirit.’   
Nicodemus wondered how these things 
could be. Jesus Raised the question of 
Nicodemus being a learned master of Israel, 
yet could not understand what was 
explained. Christ further Testified—saying 
that ‘we speak unto you that we do know 

and that we have seen, but you receive not 

our witness’. 
      Paul said, ‘The Manifestation of The 

Spirit is given to every man to profit 
withal.’ We are not to forget what The Spirit 
has previously taught; otherwise, we do not 
profit by it. If The Spirit ever Taught us 
anything, it is that we could rely on The 
Holy Scriptures of The Promise, there made, 
King James Version of The Scriptures at 
that; the only wonder is that it is as perfect 
as it is. 
      Paul, in The Twelfth Chapter of his First 
Epistle to The Corinthians, has given us 
quite a detailed account of The Work of The 
Holy Ghost which is entirely different from 
anything we can see manifested in the 
churches of the present day.  
      The second and third planks have been 
almost,  if  not  entirely,  removed from their 
Platform, or Pattern, on which Christ's 
Church Originally stood his idea of Apostles 
and  Prophets  in  The  Church  of  Christ  in  
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these days is scouted, or rejected, with 
contempt and ridiculed, not with-standing 
The Work of The Holy Ghost was to make 
Prophets of men. Paul also said that all 
officers were to remain in The Church for 
our edification and perfecting The Work of 
The Ministry and to continue till we all 
came to The Unity of The Truth, or Faith; 
also for The Perfecting of The Saints to 
bring us to The Knowledge of The Son of 
God unto a perfect man unto The Measure 
of The Stature of The Fullness of Christ. 
And for what was all this? ‘That we 

henceforth be no more children tossed to 

and fro and carried about with every wind 

of doctrine, by the sleight and cunning 

craftiness of man whereby they lie in wait 
to deceive.’ One example of how to be 
deceived is recorded in Paul's words to The 
Romans, Chapter 16:17-18. I will quote, 
‘Now I beseech you brethren, mark them 

which cause divisions and offences 

contrary to The Doctrine which ye have 

learned; and avoid them, for they that are 

such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but 

their own belly; and by good words and fair 

speeches deceive the hearts of the simple’ 
      How strange the contrast in the days of 
Paul; none but those who stood upon the 
above described Platform, or Pattern, were 
considered Christians and all who taught a 
Gospel different from this were considered 
false teachers, and subject to the curse of 
Paul. Today, the man who defends this 
Platform, or Pattern and Plan, is considered 
a false teacher, imposter, knave, or fool. 
      The curse of Paul does not affect or 
touch his case; but he has the ill will, if not 
the  curse  of  nearly all professed Christians  
of the present day. Has God changed?   One 
thing  is  plain,  either  modern theology is at  
fault or THE BIBLE is no Rule of Faith  and 
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Practice for Life and Salvation. 
       Paul foresaw the time would come 
when men would ‘not Endure Sound 

Doctrine; and would ‘heap unto them-

selves teachers having itching ears’, etcet-
ra.  Among other calamities he foresaw were 
those who had ‘a Form of Godliness but 

were to deny The Power thereof.’ 
      As the whole Christian Fraternity are 
almost a unit in denying The Power of 
Godliness as it existed in the primitive 
church, to what conclusion can we come? 
      One  noble   exception   would   be  John 
Wesley who had Spiritual Insight, or Dis-
ernment, concerning the conditions in his 
day. Wesley says, ‘It was not as some sup-
posed that the miraculous gifts which 
adorned the primitive church ceased to exist 
because there was no longer a need for 
them.’ For says he, ‘Not one-twentieth part 
of the world was even nominally Christian.’  
The reason given by Mr. Wesley for the 
disappearance of those Spiritual Gifts was 
that ‘The church had turned heathen again, 
and had only a dead form left.’ 
      Paul, in his noble defense before King 
Agrippa, asks the king why it should be 
thought a thing incredible with him that God 
should Raise The Dead? We would now 
inquire why it should be thought a thing 
incredible with The Christians that God 
should heal the sick, or otherwise manifest 
His Power in behalf of those who are to be 
Heirs of Salvation, the same as formerly, 
there is nothing incredible about it, except to 
that class that is denying The Power of 
Godliness. They are shutting The Windows 
of Heaven against themselves. 
       John The Revelator foresaw that The 
Church would become extinct from the 
earth. John Wesley saw plainly that The 
Church  had  turned heathen again. John The  
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Revelator saw (after The Church had turned 
heathen again) ‘that an Angel would fly 

through The Midst of Heaven having The 

Everlasting Gospel to Preach to them that 
dwell on the earth,’ (Revelation 14:6). I will 
quote from THE WORD OF THE LORD, 
Message 90:19, as follows: ‘Does not The 

Revelation say that I come with The 

Everlasting Gospel, to Preach to them that 

dwell upon the earth? Who is man that 

Claimeth to have more than this?’ 
      This Everlasting Gospel is The Selfsame 
Gospel Preached by Paul. The propriety of 
its being called The Everlasting  Gospel  lies  
in the fact that it is contrary to The  Purposes 
of God to change it. 
      Now we Believe The Angel spoken of 
started his Mission in 1829. If anyone can 
show we are in error as a Christian should 
do, we invite them to do it. Paul's motto, 
‘prove all things and hold fast to that 
which is good’ is our motto. There is a class 
of Christians; however, who do not care to 
prove anything. Having their stakes set, they 
prefer to run their chances and accept the 
consequences rather than move their stakes. 
There is a class of Christians who do not 
hesitate to persecute and crush anything that 
comes up contrary to their preconceived 
ideas and notions.   We must not overlook 
the fact that The Jews, once The Acknow-
ledged People of God, were so rebellious 
when required to yield Obedience to The 
Son of God in the flesh. 
      Their argument was that they were The 
Seed of Abraham, thinking what was good 
enough for their fathers to live and die by 
was  good  enough  for  them.  Also,  history  
explains the result of their mistake. It would 
seem the children of men cannot profit by 
their mistakes or what they suffer; the 
people  of  Noah's day being one example, it  
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is written, ‘As it was in the days of Noah so 

shall it be in the days of The Coming of 
The Son of Man.’ THE WORD OF THE 
LORD, Message 90:18 further states, ‘As it 

was in the days of Noah, the doubter, the 

disobedient, the sinner were all taken away 
in their unbelief.’ Again, ‘Strait is The 

Gate and Narrow is The Way which 

Leadeth unto Life and few there be that 
find it.’ There is no reason, except it be 
man's perverse nature. 
      Men may come and men may go, but a 
people will be gathered, who after passing 
through The Great Tribulation and sifting, 
the refining processes that trial and hardship 
will impose, will prove True and Loyal. 
They will be only ‘a few’. The Parable of 
Zenos shows in Jacob 3:136, THE RE-
CORD OF THE NEPHITES.   All The Pro-
phets speak of a ‘Remnant’ in the last days. 
The Parable of The Ten Virgins is another 
example. Only five were wise--The Church 
of Christ did not write these things. She dare 
not be broader than The Word of God. 
      It has always been God's Way to Erect a 
Standard and Ensign and all who would be 
Saved must come to that. When men are not 
sufficiently agreed in their ideas to work 
together toward the chief objectives of The 
Church, association together proves a hind-
rance to The Work of God rather than a 
help. And so God has Designed that a Line 
should be Drawn between those who Be-
lieve and those who do not. ‘Be ye not un-

equally yoked together with unbelievers,’ 
Paul advises. 
    Some  will  regard  lightly  our   Authority   
because it is found in The Angel Messages 
and John's Work. We cannot help that. The 
Church of Christ accepts modern day 
Revelation as equally binding on them as 
Ancient  Revelation  if it is in Harmony with  
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Truth of The Scriptures Revealed before. 
God has not left us to drift upon an un-
charted sea. There is Reason, Hope, Con-
sistency, and Promise in The Message of 
The Church of Christ! She cannot afford to 
coquette or affiliate with scepticism, doubt, 
and unbelief. Her Message is Positive. She 
must hold High The Banner entrusted to 
Her. She invites and freely welcomes all 
who Desire to come and join Her in making 
The Preparation necessary in our Lives and 
building The Temple where The Great 
Endowment will make it possible to finish 
The Work assigned to us—in this day and 
time. 
      It is advocated that Christ is The Only 
Essential Thing and that all else is 
nonessential. This is an old sectarian doc-
trine. It is sad to say when it falls from 
eloquent lips some are captured by it. The 
Church of Christ offers more reasons for 
existence than belief in Christ-- a Doctrine 
Heralded from sectarian pulpits throughout 
the land.   The Church of Christ is Founded 
upon The Six Principles of The Gospel as 
Recorded in Hebrews, as well as The 
Articles of Faith and Practice. 
      We are living in the time spoken of in 
The Scriptures about a Restoration of all 
things, a Warning of Christ's Coming by His 
Forerunner, The Resurrected John The 
Baptist, and Spreading The Gospel in all the 
world. 
      The Lord says to Come, The Bride says 
come let us all work together to accomplish 
The Work. Message 88:20-22 of THE 
WORD OF THE LORD  says the following:        
‘I bring The Assured Way, The Way of The 

Lord, to give Light to them that sit in 

darkness and in The Shadow of Death by 

My Words Cleansing out the dross, the sins  

of   men,   moreover   false   doctrines   and 
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traditions of men. 

      See those that turn a deaf ear and will 

not hear—will not learn Sound Doctrine.   

Be patient and kind to all men. Many will 

yet Learn to Heed and Obey The 

Injunctions I bring and build upon The 

Solid Rock of Truth. 

      The Law and The Prophets spoke until 

I come. Now all mankind, all churches, all 

creeds and factions must hear My Words 

and know what I have Spoken and will yet 

Speak.’ 
       Speaking further in The Same Message, 
John speaks the following in the thirty-first 
and thirty-second verses: ‘Some that have 

been Touched by The Spirit, that have felt 

its Quaking Power, shaking their very 

beings, let them come through The Door to 

a Higher Plane, and Hands be Laid Upon 

them for The Greater Gifts and Obedient 

Will of God. Suffer it to be so to Fulfill The 

Way of Authority and Holy Priesthood and 

The Work of The Church of Christ With 

The Elijah Message; for this is My Com-

mand and Mission to Establish God's 

Church and Zion—with Authority to bring 

about The Restoration and Restitution of 

all things. 

       They that be in This Way are The 

Church of Christ with the Elijah Message.   

Great is Her Mission. The multitudes shall 

come into One Fold—all that Truly Fear 

and Obey The Lord. They shall be One 

Sheep in The Lord's Fold and He shall be 

their Shepherd. They shall become like 

Him of Heavenly and Holy Nature, 

Redeemed   from  The  Fall  to  an  Eternal  

Glory with Him. The Reign of Peace shall 

fold in.’ 
      Additionally, in the following Message 
89, verse three, John states: ‘Yet, Behold, 

this  is  a day of a Greater Awakening--and  
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to the wise a Warning, to the sleeper 

something to Stir him. I have spoken. I 

have been sent of The Lord. I speak His 

Will.’ 
      Apostle Paul said that in the last days, all 
things in Christ will be gathered in one 
(Ephesians 1:10). Israel will be brought to a 
Knowledge of their Creator and will come 
into The Fold of God. The Pure in Heart will 
be gathered in America (Zion), and Jeru-
salem, and in The Remnant whom God shall 
Call. Through it His Work shall be Accom-
plished and that is only if we are Obedient. 
      The Messenger, John has some words 
about this subject in Message 91:35 of THE 
WORD OF THE LORD as follows: ‘My 

Work is to bring all Christendom together 

into One Fold, to One Shepherd and Plan 

of Eternity with God. Let my Message go to 

The Pastors and them that Lead and all 

that Seek Truth.’  
      John  The  Baptist  further   speaking   in 
Message 92:14 as follows: ‘I have brought 

and bring a Message for mankind — that 

he may Heed and Conform to it; that he 

might be a part of The Lamb's Bride when 

He Comes to make up His Jewels. I speak 

to Fulfill The Word of God, to bring all 

The Faithful in Christendom together to 

One Fold, One Shepherd, One Spirit of 

God, One Baptism with Power for 

Remission of sins and traditions of man 

that cannot save.’ 
      John The Baptist, our fellow Servant, 
continues in Message 95:4, as follows:      
‘The  Lord  has  used  many in every clime  

and nation to bring about This Great 

Work, Preparing The Way that all 

Christendom shall flow together.’ 
      And further, John states, as follows in 
Message 96, the sixth verse: ‘Where is The 

Watchman?  Why  do  so many shrink from  
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The Way of Truth and Light that I bring? 

Search The Words I bring, Study them. In 

them some think they do well to follow but 

are slow to understand. For all Christen-

dom must flow together in The Truth.’ 
      All this is The Peculiar and Distinctive 
Objective of The Church of Christ. All who 
will may join Her in The Preparation. If The 
Church of Christ shall be judged ‘exclusive’ 
because of Her Unswerving, Uncom-
promising Loyalty to Her Mission, She must 
wait The Vindication of Time and Calmly 
Pursue Her Course until The Bridegroom 
Comes and The Marriage Supper of The 
Lamb. 
      In closing I want to say—There is a Gift 
of Power in what The Messenger of The 
Covenant says—‘Heed his Instructions and 
it will be well with us.’  This Work is much 
more Sacred and Precious than men think it 
to be. Can mankind serve two masters? Nay, 
they will hate the one and betray the other 
and destroy themselves. Where are the 
Lord's Special Witnesses? Where are The 
Faithful Ones? Where is The Watchman? 
Who will Renew their Stand and take up 
their Calling—even all The Ministry? Who 
will Defend This Cause? Why are men 
afraid? And what are they afraid of? 
      I hope I have said something to stir you 
and help in This Great Cause of which we 
are a part. Thank you and God Bless! 
     Closing remarks by Brother Apostle 
Leonard H. Draves concerning Assembly 
Meetings. Closing song, ‘We Have An 
Anchor’, Sister Marianna Johnson Chorister. 
Closing Prayer by Brother Apostle Donald 
Thompson. 

 

Opening of The 
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2013 General Assembly 

Sunday, June 23, 2013 

2:00 p.m. 
Apostle  Richard Johnson 

Iowa 

Apostle Leonard H. Draves 

Missouri 
 

      Apostle Richard Johnson speaking: It is 
my Privilege and Honor to Welcome you to 
our Church Assembly this year. So, Wel-
come to The 2013 General Assembly of The 
Church of Christ With The Elijah Message, 
The Assured Way of The Lord. It is Great to 
be here in The House of The Lord. I know 
that God Will Greatly Bless us all for our 
efforts in Serving Him. I know you will be 
Blessed for Attending.   
      Let us open This Service with a Special, 
by Sisters Marianna Johnson and Kristie 
Johnson. Opening Prayer by Brother Apostle 
Richard Johnson of Iowa.   
      The Brothers said I could share a Letter 
with you from our dear Brother Disciple 
Mobutu from Africa. (Letter informed The 
Church of some 6,200 Members now in 
Africa.) What a Blessing indeed for us all. 

        Psalm 23, ‘The LORD is my Shepherd; 

I shall not want. 

      He maketh me to lie down in Green 

Pastures: He Leadeth me beside The Still 

Waters. 

      He Restoreth my Soul: He Leadeth me in 

The Paths Of Righteousness for His 

Name's Sake. 

      Yea, though I walk through the valley of 

the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for 

Thou art with me; Thy Rod and Thy Staff 

they comfort me. 

      Thou Preparest a Table before me in the    

presence     of     mine      enemies:      Thou                    

   Anointest  my head with Oil; my  cup  run- 
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       Surely Goodness and Mercy shall follow 

me all the days of my Life: and I will Dwell 

in The House of The LORD For ever’. 
      Brother   Apostle Richard Johnson then  
introduced the speaker  of  The  Hour,  Bro-
ther Apostle Leonard H. Draves. 
 

Sermon Notes 
 

Making Choices And 

Overcoming 
Apostle Leonard H. Draves 

Missouri 

 
     Joshua 24:14-15, ‘Now therefore fear 

The Lord, and Serve Him in Sincerity and 

in Truth: and put away the gods which 

your fathers served on the other side of the 

flood, and in Egypt; and Serve ye The 

Lord. 

      And if it seem evil unto you to Serve 

The Lord, Choose you this day whom ye 

will Serve; whether the gods which your 

fathers served that were on the other side of 

the flood, or the gods of The Amorites, in 

whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my 

house, we will Serve The Lord.’ 
     God has never forced mankind to Serve 
Him. He always gave men the right to 
choose his path. 
     God gives us all that right. We are taught 
in The Scriptures that we ‘Destine our own  
Destiny’. We choose this day what our 
Rewards will be. 
     Message 21:16, ‘Remember The Great 

Controversy between Christ and satan is 

on. This is the time when men’s hearts will 

be tried. Take The Message I have given 

you to the people and let them choose 

whom they will Serve; but take it in Love.  

Be    ye    Humble    in    your    Work    and  
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True to The Trust The Lord has placed 

upon you. Let Righteousness and Justice 

follow you  wherever you go.’ 
     If you believe that you ‘Destine your own 
Destiny’, then your desire would be to Serve 
The Lord only! It doesn’t seem to be too 
hard but for some it is. 
     Why do you think that? My first thought 
is that some thinks to highly of themselves 
and God’s Way cannot fit their learning.  
     Message 99:10, ‘There are many blind 

guides; full well The Lord has been with 

The Word to Bless those that Learn—but 

when mankind’s mind closes to further 

Light—The Truth will not fit their 

learning. They will not Conform to The 

Full Plan of God, they come not to 

Deliverance, They are not Convicted of 

their emptiness and they lose in the end. 

Why do they blind themselves? A stubborn 

heart and mind cannot Please God.’ 
     God has always given us His Word. He 
asked only that we Humble ourselves and 
follow Him and His Plan. 
     Jesus gave us The Example that we may 
follow—that we may Shape our Lives by 
The Word of God. 
     We as Christians must make The 
Decision to be Loyal to The Lord. To Serve 
Him only, if not we must choose some other 
god to serve. We cannot serve two masters! 
     Message 75:7, ‘Speak The Truth and 

Justice will follow you wherever you go. 

Remember in The End when The Angels 

Divide between them that Serve God and 

them that Serve Him not—be ye among 

them that Serve The Lord. Through 

mankind may be Consumed, let not The 

Word of The Lord be Hindered from Its 

Mission. The wicked are as chaff that the 

storm carried away, but The Righteous as 

Sweet Savor in His Mouth.’ 
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      Message 69:10, ‘Let The Servants be 

Humble and Prayerful and The Mysteries 

of The Kingdom shall unfold before you.  

Fear not those who depart from you—they 

are as clouds without water—empty vessels 

tossed about in doubt and fears. But Fear 

The Lord insomuch that Obedience is your 

Answer. Let Peace fill each Heart, and in 

your Gatherings, that The Spirit of God 

shall make you Free. It is Christ your 

Savior whom you must Serve and Obey. 

His Words shall judge all in The Last Day 

and Great is His reward to The Faithful 

when He Comes, but dreadful to the wicked 

at His Appearing.’ 
     We are told also that we cannot Serve 
two masters. 
     Some people simply do the easy thing 
and serve others and follow them—not 
standing up for themselves—they have no 
High Standards of Right Living such as 
those which God set for His People, but they 
accept someone’s views—not knowing 
God’s Will or Plan and they follow their 
idols blindly and do and say what they are 
told to do. They even have to ask their idols 
what to believe and what not believe when 
The Lord Speaks and they understand not. 
God wants His People to Know His Word, 
know His Will and to know His Plan. He 
tells us to Study and Show yourselves 
Approved. That more Light and Hoy will 
come as we Prepare (Message 71:7). 
     Some people seem to think they can get 
along without making choices. Can they? 
Take any day in your life: when you get up 
in the morning you choose which dress or tie 
to wear.  You may choose whether you will 
eat cereal or not, and how many pieces of 
Toast you will take. You choose how you 
will  greet  your  friends,  how  you   will  do  
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your work and what recreation you will take. 
Suppose you do not choose consciously but 
simply follow the crowd, are you not really 
making a choice? The easy choice, perhaps! 
     When Joshua said ‘that He and his house 
will Serve The Lord’, he made it clear to his 
people that they also must choose to what 
ideal and to whom they should be Loyal. 
     Just as people today accept and go on 
thinking as people before them have taught, 
and acting as people before them have acted, 
without really considering whether this way 
is The Highest and Best. 
      Do we excuse our attitude toward people 
saying, ‘people has always dealt that way’, 
or ‘its always been that way, who am I to 
change?, or ‘That’s how I’ve always felt so 
it must be right.’ In other words, are we 
really ready to bury all the old, lower ideals 
and loyalties?  
     Message 71:10, ‘Teach The Whole 

Truth and let not man have his way, except 

it be The Way of The Lord . . .’ 
     Perhaps, instead of blindly following the 
thinking of the past we just as blindly 
accepts the attitudes and loyalties of the 
people around us, accepting the words of 
others that we associate with. Do we do 
things just because ‘everybody does it?  Do 
we take a point of view toward things that 
we know down in our hearts are wrong, 
because it is the attitude of the people we 
know? Is this the loyalty we choose? Do we 
decide that the highest loyalty is Loyalty to 
God and His Way of Loving?  
      We must be Loyal to God even if we 
stand alone. We must Choose The Highest 
Loyalty now, regardless of what others 
choose, ‘As for me and my house, we will 

Serve The Lord.’ 
      Message 71:5, (John The Baptist 
Speaking)  ‘I  come  not  to  bruise:  I come  
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not to quench the smoking flax; but to 

bring Peace and let the people choose The 

Way to Eternity and Life with The Lord, or 

go down to darkness and that awful 

rejection of Their choice.’ 
     We have to know The Word of God, we 
have to know The Voice of God and to 
know His Spirit. We have to be Strong for 
The Lord, we have to be Firm and to Speak 
The Truth, to be heard everywhere. If you’re 
not Grounded in The Lord and His Ways 
you will fall or let others led you away. 
      Message 110:7, ‘Ye that Hear The 

Whispering of God’s Spirit how that it 

Mellows The Heart of men—yea even all 

that Hear and Obey, Great Things shall 

Transpire before you : the sick Healed, the 

lame Walk, the blind be made to See. The 

Greater Power shall be given.’ 
     There is nothing Greater than The Peace 
you receive in knowing that you have done 
The Lord’s Will through Obedience. No 
Greater Peace in knowing you Heard The 
Lord and Fulfilled His Will and Desires. No 
Greater Peace than knowing you have 
placed your Loyalty in God and not that of 
man. 
      Message 115:8, ‘See those that have set 

up their own way, not Believing in what I 

Speak: their actions deny The Authority I 

bring. They see prominency and their 

works will all be destroyed.’ 
     We make choices! God gave us that 
Freedom. God has Pleaded over and over for 
us, ‘His Servants’ to make The Right 
Choice. We do that and know what it is by 
Studying The Word and Knowing His Will, 
His Voice and His Spirit. 
     Message 115:7-8,10-11, ‘. . . Gods 

Message is to all that will Hear, Listen, 

Open and Obey. Deliverance will Come. 

     .  .  .  The  Lord  gives His Spirit to Lead 
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 and Hold The Faith. Where is the 

Progress? Why stand ye still when there is 

much to cover? . . . 

      The Pattern and Form is Placed before 

you. Who is man to claim to have more 

than this? Many of The Lord’s People will 

Accept The Message, but Remember this is 

a Work of Love. It will bring Life, 

Happiness and Peace to those that Accept 

it, but sorrow to those that reject. 

      ‘. . . The Work you so will be Recorded 

in Heaven.’ 
     The Lord has told us to Know His Spirit. 
We are to be Strong in The Lord. We don’t 
argue over Doctrine—only hurt feelings and 
contention can only develop. The Lord 
wants Peace—Peace in our Souls—Peace in 
our Work. Love in our Hearts. 
     Satan wants to destroy all he can so that 
is why we must make The Right Choices. 
We can do this when we are Lead by The 
Holy Spirit and Defend this Work..    
     Message 43:5, ‘Thus Saith The  Lord 

your God, ‘Blessed are ye of My Servants 

that defend This Cause, for this is MY 

WORK and man cannot please Me unless 

he comes within MY WILL, for I have 

designed that My Messenger prepare The 

Way before Me, and a people that will have 

their hearts filled with Love’’ 
     We are here tonight to give honor unto 
God. We are here tonight to be obedient to 
The Word of God. We have been Called 
from out of The World to prepare a people 
to meet God. We are Called to represent His 
Church. We must be that people who’s 
hearts are full of Love. We must all be 
Overcomers! We all must make a Com-

mitment to The Lord to do what He has 
Called us to do. 
          Message 43:8,  ‘Verily, the powers of 
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   Message 43:8,  ‘ ‘Verily, the powers of 

evil  shall  be   overcome   and  Peace  shall 
reign. Those that learn of Me and press 

into My Kingdom, I shall being Peace unto 

you. Verily, verily, I shall walk and talk 

with you, your hearts shall be full of Love. 

My Zion shall be a Place of Peace, a 

Nation of Righteousness, where, in 

obedience to My Gospel, Salvation shall be 

found.’   
     God has given us, His Servants, some 
great promises here in these two verses from 
Message 43. 
     He  first  told  us  that if we would defend 
This Cause, His Way, we would be Blessed. 
He said He would prepare a Way before us, 
if our hearts would be full of Love.  
     He told us that evil will be overcomed! 
He said if we would learn of His Way, He 
would give us Peace. He said He would 
walk with us and talk with us. 
     All this He would do for us if we are 
Obedient! 
     How can one be obedient to God’s 
Words if he knows them not? He can’t! 
     Message 43:12, ‘ ‘Read The Words I 

send to you by My Messenger. Study them 

and obey My Will fully, and Eternity shall 

have place for you.’ 
      We must know The Plan of God. We 
must know His Will. It only comes through 
studying. 
     Message 102:11, ‘Knowledge cometh 

from study of The Books and Grace from 

much Prayer, Salvation by Obedience, 

Deliverance by Endurance.’ 
     God has given us The Plan. He has laid 
out before us His Blue Print. We must 
follow through! The ‘Door’ is open, we 
must walk through! 
     Message  43:15,  ‘This  is  the  day that 

ye   who   are   Called  must work with your  
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might for The Pruning of The Vineyard of 

The Lord for the last time . . .’  
      If we work with all our might, many 
honest of heart people, shall be brought to 
find Peace and Love in The Church of 
Christ. 
     Message 43:27, ‘If the people will 

continue to humble themselves and be True 

and Faithful many shall assist in the 

building of The Temple of The Lord. Great 

shall be The Joy of the people of The Lord 

because of The House wherein they   shall    

find    Spiritual    Food    and  

Knowledge  and  The   Goodness   of  God 
shall be their portion. Peace shall then be 

in the hearts of all The Righteous and evil 

powers will fade away.’  
     God has given us more promises. If we 
humble ourselves and be True and Faithful, 
many of us, maybe even all of us, shall 
assist in The Temple building. 
     We can give God Joy! Joy from teaching 
The Spiritual Food of The Gospel and 
Knowledge of The Word.  
     There are many people who are honestly 
wanting to be taught aright. There are many 
leaders that are good, honest men, and they 
long to teach people The Full-Truth. 
     There must be a change! How can they 
change if they know not of This Truth, ‘The 
Assured Way Of The Lord’. So you see, we 
have a job to do. 
     Seeing and recognizing that one needs a 
change in their life is no help unless you can 
help that person do something about it. 
     We must know The Truth. Jesus realized 
this, and thus sends His Messenger to 
prepare The Way. 
     Jesus  has  a  great  desire   to  help  us all 
to   attain   the  highest   in   life  and  to  live 
abundantly. Did He not say, ‘I am come that 
they  might  have  life, and that they have it 
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more abundantly?’ 
     This ‘life’ cannot be given unless one’s 
heart becomes repentful and restored. 
     We are told to hate evil and seek Good, 
that we may be delivered from bondage. 
    We hate evil! We seek The Good! We 
thus become Called and Chosen, if we 
remain honest in heart, having clean hands 
and a pure heart. 
     Message 84:12, ‘Seek out, Acquire and 

restore with meekness those that are 

Humble, Repentant and Full of Love, if 

they  will  come to Doctrine and  Truth and  

Refrain    from    teaching    of    men    and 
traditions that will not Save you but The 

Gospel of Christ of Redemption and 

Salvation unto Eternity of Eternal Hope 

with God-Preaching Christ and Him 

Crucified and Resurrected.’ 
      A great job lies ahead of us. But it is one 
we all seek to be part of, because we know 
the benefits of it. 
     Message 84:20, ‘When mankind will 

learn of Me, he shall be lifted from dark-

ess unto Light and Power-and hearing Me, 

I will hear him and heal your souls and 

your lands.’ 
      Once mankind hear The Words of God 
and Obey, Life and Light will come to them 
for Christ is The Ruler and Judge of all 
(Message 84:9). 
     The Cry for Peace is out. We have been 
chosen to answer that Cry. ‘But there is no 

Peace save in the hearts of them that do 
The Lord’s Bidding’ (Message 94:8). 
     The Kingdom of God is at Hand. Jesus 
taught it, John the Baptist speaks of it, 
People  are  looking  for it. The  Kingdom is  
available   to   all.   Hearts  cry   out   to   be 

understood. God has prepared and preserved 
many in every nation to serve Him. Once 
they  hear  of  this  Work,  they  shall   come 
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rejoicing. 
     God has told us to rejoice and be glad, 
for it is The Lords Will. The Work will grow 
and multiply greatly. There is much to be 
done. 
     Message 101:13, 15, ‘The Lord has 

reserved and preserved many that know His 

Voice and their Calling when they hear of 

The Words I bring. . . 

     Be strong, be firm, let The Truth be 

heard everywhere. Declare among the 

people The Lord’s Doings.’ 
     Remember, I  first  spoke ‘Blessed are ye 

of My Servants that defend This Cause!’ I 
am speaking of The Church of Christ. I am 
speaking of you and I. ‘Blessed of The 

Lord’. Who is it that can say they have more 
than us? There is none! 
 

     Message 84:2, ‘I am The Servant of The 

Lord, I am The Forerunner of The Christ. 

I am he to prepare The Way. I give The 

Word in due season. I speak in The Spirit 

and Power of God, of The Elias, The 

Assured Way, a Fountain of Truth. I am 

clothed with Light for a covering. The 

Words I speak are Eternal Words. I speak 

The Words of Christ, The Living God. His 

Words shall judge you in the last day. 

Shape your lives by The Words I bring and 

it will be well with you. This is The Assured 

Way of The Lord.’ 
 

     This verse tells the whole story! It’s 
words should be the same as ours. We 
should speak the same.  
     We should speak in The Spirit and Power 
of God. We should speak ‘The Assured 
Way’ and a Fountain of Truth. 
     Our Mission is  the same as  John The 
Baptist For we are ‘fellow-Servants’ bring-
ing  ‘The Assured Way. 
     Message  84:6,  ‘Keep  The   Faith   and 
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Endure and The Sunlight of Righteous-

ness shall arise over you, with healing in 

His Wings and ye shall be preserved in the 

hour when trials are upon you. Deliverance 

will come. Command Peace and it will 

bring you through.’ 
     Do you want to be preserved?  Do you 
want to be healed? Do you want Deliver-
ance? Well this verse tells you how you can 
have all three. Praise The Lord! 
     I love this verse, because it is the answer 
to my prayers. I want to be Faithful, and 
above  all  I  want  to  endure.  I  want God’s  
Healings  so I can be strong to do His Will. I 
want to be preserved when trials are on me. I 
want Deliverance from a sinful world. I 
want Peace. Peace of mind, Peace of soul. 
     I know you want these same things. For 
we are one in Christ Jesus. Because of this 
verse and what it means to me, it is the 
greatest gift I can give to someone, or we to 
one another. It says it all. 
     This is my Gift to you this night. Read it 
often and know God is Great! 
     In closing, I would like to read one more 
verse. God is speaking again to us-may it 
take root and grow. 
     Message 49:3, ‘Behold, Saith The Lord, 

the field is white already and the harvest is 

ripe. Let those that will, come unto Me that 

they all may obtain Life and obtain it more 

abundantly. Yea, whoso-ever will thrust in 

their sickle to reap is doing Mu Will and if 

they endure to the end the same shall 

obtain My Gift, even The Gift of Eternal 

Life. For by My Spirit   I   shall   feel   after  

mankind, and The Honest in Heart will 

come unto Me. Lo. I have Spoken and My 

Word shall not return unto Me void.’ ’  
Amen! 
     Closing Song, ‘Prophet’. Chorister Sister 
Marianna    Johnson.   Closing    Prayer    by 
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Brother Apostle Richard Johnson. 

 

Sacrament And Testimony 

3:00 p.m. 
Apostle Donald Thompson 

Missouri 
Bishop Matthew Thompson 

Missouri 
 

     Services Opened by Brother Apostle 
Donald Thompson of Missouri. Opening 
Song a piano Special by Brother Apostle 
Richard Johnson of Iowa. Opening Prayer 
by Brother Apostle Donald Thompson. For 
the second Song, a duet by Sisters Marianna 
Johnson and Kristie Johnson. 
     (Brother Apostle Donald Thompson 
speaking:) We have come here today to 
Worship The Lord. We look to Him as our 
Gather and Leader. He makes our hearts 
beat in our chest. He is our Light and He is 
our Life. Never be a shame to say, ‘I Love 
The Lord’.  
     I would like to read 3rd Nephi, Chapter 
18.  
     3rd Nephi, Chapter 18: 1-12, ‘And it 

came to pass that Jesus Commanded His 
Disciples that they should bring forth 
some Bread and Wine unto Him. 
     And while they were gone for Bread 
and Wine, He Commanded the multitude 

that should sit themselves down upon the 
earth. 
     And when The Disciples had come 
with Bread and Wine, He took of The 
Bread, and break and Blessed it; and 
gave He unto The Disciples, and 

Commanded that they should eat. 
     And when they had eat, and were 
filled, He Commanded that they should 
give unto The Multitude. 
     And when the Multitude had eaten and 
were  filled,  He  Saith unto The Disciples, 
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     Behold,  there   shall   One   Be   Or-

dained among you  and to him will I give 
Power that he shall break Bread, and 
Bless it, and give it unto The People of My 
Church. Unto all they which shall Believe 
and Be Baptized in My Name. 
     And this shall ye always Observe to do,  

even  as  I  have  done, even as I have bro- 
ken Bread, and Blessed it and gave it unto 
you. 
     And this shall ye do in Remembrance 
of My Body, which I have shewn unto 
you. And it shall be a Testimony unto The 
Father, that ye do always Remember Me. 

And if ye do always Remember Me, ye 
shall have My Spirit to be with you. 
     And it came to pass that when He said 
these Words, He Commanded His Dis-
ciples that they should take of The Wine 
of The Cup, and drink of it, and that they 

should also give unto the multitude, that 
they might drink of it. 
     And it came to pass  that they did so 
and did drink of it, and were filled, and 
they gave unto the multitude, and they 
did drink and they were filled. 

    And when The Disciples had done this 
Jesus Saith unto them, Blessed are ye for 
this thing which ye have done, for this is 
Fulfilling My Commandments, and this 
doth Witness unto The Father that ye are 
Willing to do that which I have Com-
manded you. 

      And this shall ye always do unto those 
who Repent and are Baptized in My 
Name, and ye shall do it in Remembrance 
of My Blood, which I have Shed for you 
that ye may Witness unto The Father that 
ye do always Remember Me. And if ye do  

always Remember Me, ye shall have My 
Spirit to be with you. 
     And  I  give unto you a Commandment 
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that  ye  shall  do  these  things,  And  if ye  

shall always do these things Blessed are 
you for ye Built upon My Rock’. 
     Message 119:4, ‘In The Communion, 

The Sacrament of The Lord is Salvation 
to The Truly Humble and Repentant. The 
Lord has and will Forgive, Let your  

Hearts  be  Clean  and your Lives Pure. 
Hear The Words of Comfort and 
Encouragement I bring.’ 
 

Season of Prayers 
 

     Prayers were given by Apostle Donald 
Thompson, Sister Oladawn Thompson, and 
Sister Thresa Ray. 
 

Sacrament 
 

     The Bread was Blessed by Brother 
Apostle Donald Thompson. The Wine 
Blessed by Brother Bishop Matthew 
Thompson. The Emblems were Passed by 
Brother Bishop Matthew Thompson.  
 

Testimonies 
  

Donald Thompson, Missouri: I am so glad 
to be here with The Lord’s People. I have 
already been Blessed by our dear Brother 
Mervyn Johnson’s Sermon this morning, 
and Brother Richard’s words and Brother 
Leonard’s  words he spoke: ‘Be as One in 
God’s Hands’ When I was a small child 
about Joshua’s size, I went with my brothers 
to the woods. They called me a ‘Tag alone’. 
I want to tag along with The Lord and be 
with Him. There is so much evil in the world 
today, we need to Study more of The gospel 
to help brinng people to The Lord’s Church 
and be with Him. I feel so good when 
thinking of The Lord, His Love, and the 
things  He  did  for  us.  We  must  stay away  
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from the evils of the world and take care of 
ourselves. I am thankful for my companion. 
Everyone has problems but with The Lord 
we can work things out someday. Some 
people  don’t even consider The Lord. There 
were only eight people that came across The 
Flood. The Lord is Powerful. We all have 
free will. We can thank The Lord for that. 
Richard Johnson, Iowa: I Love The Lord. I 
was greatly Blessed by Brother Disciple 
Mobutu’s letter on his report of the people. 
They are so far ahead of us. I would Love to 
meet everyone of them. I know we are one 
in The Spirit and in our Love for each other. 
It is like He was taught by  our dear Brother 
William A. Draves. I appreciate what he 
writes. 6,200 Members in Africa with 190 
Locals. What a Blessing of The Work that 
came out of men that went there first giving 
The Assured Way of The Lord. I send my 
Love and Blessings to Brother Mobutu and 
the Brothers and Sisters there in their walk. 
Brother Mobutu seem to be Happy Person. 
You can see it in his Work and pictures. 
They are a Beautiful People and such a 
Blessing. Hold them up in your Prayers.  
Richard Sega, California: I Thank The 
Lord for being able to come back. In 
November I was fired from my job. I filed 
for unemployment. I do not know what to do 
when I run out of unemployment benefits.  
The Lord told me  not to worry about it. I do 
Tithes I once stopped, nut I know now that I 
cannot afford to do that again. The  Lord 
said to me, ‘What’s your problem?’  I had a 
chain of reactions of problems, I got into 
debt and learned a hard lesson. I could drive 
a new Mustang, but I rather Tithe to The 
Lord. The Lord provides good when we are 
Obedient to His Word. The Lord meets our 
needs. I only pay taxes on my home. It is 
paid for. I  Thank The Lord for providing for  
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us. T is nice to have material things but it is 
far better to Serve The Lord. I Love my 
wife. I want to give her everything. I can not 
Replace the child she lost but I can do for 
her and Love her. We have the Fullness of 
The Gospel. We have The Truth. People tell 
me I am a Humble man, but it is The Lord in 
me. If you can Tithe to The Lord you will be 
Bless and show you to be True. Pray for us.  
Oladawn Thompson, Missouri: I have 
been Blessed so far this Assembly. During 
this past year we have had a lot of illnesses. 
I even had a mild heart attack with little 
damage. I am doing well now. I took the 
grand kids to Worlds of Fun and the next 
day I couldn’t walk. I took myself to the 
hospital. My ankle was swollen. I couldn’t 
get out of the car. A nurse got a wheel chair 
and took me in. The Doctor told me it was 
due to the flip-flops I was wearing. The pain 
pills given me made me ill. I then went to 
Columbia  to River’s tournament and able to 
walk. Looking on face book, Mobutu’s 
pictures were wonderful. There is so much 
evil going on over there. They rejoice in The 
Lord with all this going on. They come 
together often to Fast and Pray. I hope 
everyone that heard Brother Mervyn’s 
Sermon this morning realized there was a 
Warning given, ‘Where is The Watchmen?’ 
We need to be more Up and Doing! I can 
talk all day of The Lord. Praise God for all 
my Dad’s Teachings and all the things he 
told me. One thing Dad told me was that you  
and everyone needs to Pray for Discern-
ment. Where do we get there? By being Up 
and Doing. Be careful where you go, what 
you do and what you say. We are living in 
an angry time. Therefore it is important that 
we fellowship with one another. There are 
so many trials in our families. Pray for us. I 
will Pray for all of you. 
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Nawassa Greenwell, Missouri: I am 
Thankful  The Lord got us here. Seems like 
every year before The Assembly a trial 
comes, but I am here and I Thank The Lord. 
This year Colton’s kids wanted to come. I 
didn’t know how that could happen, but The 
Lord made it happen. Pray for us. Pray for 
Michael as he was not able to be with us this 
year. 
Matthew Thompson, Missouri: I am 
Thankful to be here today and for each of 
you. I Thank The Lord for This Gospel. This 
morning when we studied The Eighty-Sixth 
Message, The Lord Warned us of things to 
come about. Truth in The Words as they 
Transpired. Be Obedient to The Gospel. The 
Lord puts us in Safe Places. I am Glad to be 
here. Brother Mervyn’s Sermon this morn-
ing Blessed me. I needed to hear it! It started 
a Fire that has been missing for awhile. The 
Lord was on him strong! We are nothing 
without The Spirit of The Lord on us. It was 
on Brother Mervyn this morning. I think 
about The Youth in Church a lot. My 
weakness is not doing for The Lord as I 
should. I know I can do better when I step 
out and do for The Lord. I want to have The 
Joy of The Lord in my heart. I do not allow 
Him in all the time. We need to talk and 
work together and answer by our Actions. I 
must be there for The People. I need to 
adjust my Life to do that.  Let us all Pray for 
one another and for Brother Mervyn. Pray 
for my family and my son River. I Love you 
all. Thank You. 
Donald Thompson, Missouri:  Matthew is 
a strength for me.  Just let The Lord in your 
Heart and Mind. We need each other and to 
Love one another. 
     Closing Song, ‘Let Us Pray For One 
Another’. Chorister Sister Marianna Johnson 
     Closing    Prayer    by    Brother    Bishop   
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Matthew Thompson. 
   

Preaching Service 
7:00 p.m. 

 

     Services Opened by Brother Apostle 
Richard Johnson of Iowa. Opening Song, 
‘Higher Ground’ Sister Kristie Johnson 
Chorister. Opening Prayer by Brother 
Richard Johnson. Second Song a Special by 
Sister Kristie Johnson, ‘The Old, Old Path’  
      Brother Richard Johnson introduced the 
speaker of the evening, Brother Apostle 
Jairus Yates of Missouri.   
 

Sermon Notes 
 

     I’ve been Preaching and Teaching for 
over 20 years and my heart still beats fast in 
expectation of what God will do when I get 
behind The Pulpit.   
    The Scriptures tell us that people would 
come daily to Hear The Word of God in The 
Temple.  Picture people sitting there all day 
to Hear The Word!  They do that because 
they understood that The Just Live by Faith 
and Faith cometh by The Hearing of The 
Word.   
      My brother gave me The Bible on CD.  I 
started listening to The Book of Jeremiah on 
my way to work and on my way home from 
work.  My work was 45 minutes each way 
and by the time I got home at night I was in 
tears Repenting.   
     Jeremiah is a Message of Repentance and 
it’s a Message of ‘Return to Me’.  In history 
The People of God have always gone away 
from The Lord and in my Life, I’ve gone 
away from The Lord.  There is a need to 
Return to The Lord.  The Lord Likened The 
People of God to an unfaithful wife and he  
Loves   her  and  wants  her  to  return.   God  
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Gives us the opportunity to Return despite 
sin. 
       Jeremiah 4:3, ‘For thus Saith The 

LORD to the men of Judah and Jeru-
salem, Break up your fallow ground, and 
sow not among thorns’ 
      Definition of FALLOW: 
1)    Cultivated land that is allowed to lie 
idle during the growing season 
2)    To plow, harrow, and break up (land) 
without seeding to destroy weeds and 
conserve soil moisture  
    Hosea 10:12, ‘Sow to yourselves in 

Righteousness, reap in Mercy; break up 

your fallow ground: for it is time to Seek 
The LORD, till He Come and Rain 
Righteousness upon you’. 
     Matthew 9:24, ‘ He Said unto them, 

Give place: for the maid is not dead, but 
sleepeth. And they laughed Him to 

Scorn’. 
      Mark 5:40-43, ‘And they laughed Him 

to Scorn. But when He had put them all 
out, He taketh the father and the mother 
of the damsel, and them that were with 
Hhim, and entereth in where the damsel 

was lying. 
      And He took the damsel by the hand, 
and Said unto her, Talitha cumi; which is, 
being interpreted, Damsel, I say unto 
thee, Arise. 
      And straightway the damsel Arose, 
and Walked; for she was of the age of 

twelve years. And they were astonished 
with a great astonishment. 
     And He charged them straitly that no 
man should know it; and Commanded 
that something should be given her to 
eat’. 
      Luke 8:53-55, ‘And they laughed Him 

to Scorn, knowing that she was dead.     
 And  He  put  them  all out, and took  her  
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by the hand, and  called, saying, Maid,    

 Arise. 
     And her Spirit came again, and she 
Arose straightway: and He Commanded 
to give her meat.’ 
     Sometimes the world laughs us to Scorn.  
Jesus Famous for making Life out of death. 
    I think of the song, ‘In The Garden’, it 
says ‘I come to The Garden alone, while the 
dew is still on The Roses.’  Do you know 
what that means?  It means you come to The 
Garden early, and you may stay late.  You 
might come with a crowd or you might 
come alone.  You might feel like you’re the 
last Mohican, but you have to come to The 
Garden. You have to come and break up 
your fallow ground. 
     Do something if we’re not where we 
want to be. 
     Abraham and Sarah laughed: Genesis 
17:16-17, ‘And I will Bless her, and give 

thee a son also of her: yea, I will Bless her, 
and she shall be a Mother of Nations; 
kings of people shall be of her. 
     Then Abraham fell upon his face, and 
laughed, and said in his heart, Shall a 

child be born unto him that is an hundred 
years old? and shall Sarah, that is ninety 
years old, bear?’ 
   Genesis 18:10-12, ‘And He Said, I will 

certainly return unto thee According to 
The Time of Life; and, lo, Sarah thy wife 
shall have a son. And Sarah heard it in 

the tent door, which was behind him. 
     Now Abraham and Sarah were old and 
well stricken in age; and it ceased to be 
with Sarah after the manner of women. 
     Therefore Sarah laughed within 
herself, saying, ‘After I am waxed old 

shall I have pleasure, my Lord being old 
also?’ 
      2 Kings 13:21, ‘And it came to pass, as 
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they  were  burying  a  man,  that, Behold, 
they spied a band of men; and they cast 
the man into The Sepulchre of Elisha: 
and when the man was let down, and 
touched the bones of Elisha, he Revived, 
and stood up on his feet’. 
       A healthy Christian is a hungry 
Christian.  When a dog is sick, he is not 
hungry.  He won’t eat.  If we are sick 
Spiritually, we will not ‘eat’ The Word.  We 
won’t be Praying or Fasting; we won’t be 
going to Church.  We’ve got to get healthy 
by eating The Word and Pursuing God. 
    John 12:24, ‘Verily, verily, I say unto 

you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the 
ground and die, it Abideth alone: but if it 
die, it bringeth forth much Fruit’. 
     Romans 6:1-11, ‘What shall we say 

then? Shall we continue in sin, that Grace 
may Abound? 

      God forbid. How shall we, that are 
dead to sin, live any longer therein? 
      Know ye not, that so many of us as 
were Baptized into Jesus Christ were 
Baptized into His Death? 
      Therefore we are Buried with Him by 

Baptism into Death: that like as Christ 
was Raised Up from the dead by The 
Glory of The Father, even so we also 
should Walk in Newness of Life. 
     For if we have been planted together in 
The Likeness of His Death, we shall be 
also in The Likeness of His Resurrection: 

      Knowing this, that our old man is 
Crucified with Him, that The Body of sin 
might be destroyed, that henceforth we 
should not Serve sin. 
      For He that is dead is freed from sin. 
      Now if we be Dead with Christ, we 

Believe  that  we shall also Live with Him: 
      Knowing that Christ being Raised 
from The Dead dieth no more; death hath 
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no more Dominion over Him. 

     For in that He Died, He Died unto sin 
once: but in that He Liveth,  He  Liveth 
unto God. 
      Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to 
be dead indeed unto sin, but Alive unto 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord’. 
   2 Corinthians 4:10-11, 16, ‘Always bear-

ing about in the body the dying of the 
Lord Jesus, that The Life also of Jesus 
might be made Manifest in our Body. 
     For we which Live are alway Delivered 
unto death for Jesus' Sake, that The Life 
also of Jesus might be made Manifest in 

our mortal flesh . . . 
      For which cause we faint not; but 
though our outward man perish, yet the 
inward man is Renewed day by day’. 
      Romans 12:2, ‘And be not conformed 

to this world: but be ye Transformed by 

The Renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that Good, and Acceptable, 
and Perfect, Will of God’ 
      The Lord’s Prayer says ‘Give us this day 

our daily bread’ is given us because The 
Word is meant to be eaten daily.  We can’t 
be sustained today on yesterday’s bread.  In 
The Book of Exodus, The People of Israel 
were sustained by Manna.   
      Exodus 16:18-20, ‘And when they did 

mete it with an omer, he that gathered 
much had nothing over, and he that 
gathered little had no lack; they gathered 

every man According to his eating. 
     And Moses said, Let no man leave of it 
till the morning. 
      Notwithstanding they hearkened not 
unto Moses; but some of them left of it 
until the morning, and it bred worms, and 

stank: and Moses was wroth with them’. 
    I want to talk to you about the word 
‘MUST’.  I’m not talking about the ferment- 
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ation process of grape juice.  I’m not talking 
about this other definition which states ‘The 
frenzied state of certain male animals, esp. 
elephants or camels, that is associated with 
the rutting season.’ 
      Now I’m talking about the word ‘must’, 
m.u.s.t.  Does anybody remember the chalk-
board age.  Nowadays they’ve got the smart 
board, but I’m from the chalkboard age.  If I 
had a chalk board I would write the board 
‘must’ on it.  I would draw a line under it.  I 
would circle it.  I would draw arrows point-
ing to it . . . to express the importance and 
value of that word.  
      If that word is taken out of a Scripture 
verse, it makes the verse meaningless. 
      The word means ‘to express necessity’. 
It is something that should not be over-
looked or missed.  It means it is an impera-
tive need or duty.  

           Articles of Faith and Practice  
 

     12. ‘We Believe that a man must be 

Called of God by Revelation`, and 
Ordained by those having Authority, to 
enable him to Preach The Gospel and 
Administer The Ordinances thereof’. . . 
     15. ‘We Believe that Local Churches 

should Govern their own affairs, and that 

General Church Officials should not 
dominate or interfere therewith. On 
invitation such General Officers may, 
with Propriety, give Counsel and Assist-
ance. Local Congregations are subject to 
The Articles of Faith and Practice and 

must be Governed thereby’. 
    Message 3:4, ‘The Gospel must be 

Preached, The Cry must go out, The 
Lord’s Coming is near’.  
     Message 30:4-5, ‘Thus Says The Lord, 

You must all drink of the bitter cup
3
 that 

you  might  Know  that which My Son has  
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Suffered, for Behold The Crown is after 

you have fought the fight . . . 
     each one must Labor with all of their 
might’. 

 Message 32:2,4, ‘. . . You must remem-

ber to be Humble .  .  . 
      My Ministry must Seek Me much . . .’ 

    Message 33:6, ‘. . . The hearts of men 

must be turned to their Maker, The 
Creator of all’. 
     Message 34:3, ‘. . . My Gospel must be 

taken to all nations . . .’ 
      Message 36:3,6, ‘. . . The Jews must be 

gathered to their homeland, and Israel’s 

hosts
4
 to this land that shall be cleansed, 

then shall it be Zion, a Place of Peace, a 
Nation of Righteousness . . . 
      For man must be made Holy before he 
can come in The Presence of God . . .’ 
      Message 37:11, ‘. . . All must come in 

by The Door . . .’ 
      Message 38:11, ‘The works of satan 

must be Overcome, then Peace shall 
Reign’. 
    Message 39:17, ‘All must Labor some-

where in their Calling
11

—or their minds 

will become dark: and doubt, fear, and 
jealousy will come within them—for they 
cannot see The Hand of God Move’. 
      Message 41:13, ‘. . . mankind must 

come with Full Purpose of Heart’. 
     Message 43:15, ‘This is the day that ye 

who are Called must work with your 

might for The Pruning of The Vineyard 
of The Lord for The Last Time. Therefore 
turn away from the traditions of men and 
things that cause contention’. 
     Message 44:5. ‘All must Repent and be 

Baptized for The Remission of sin’. 
    Message 46:7, ‘. . . I have Plead, will My 

Servants do My Bidding or must I Call 
others. 
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     Message 52:14, ‘. . . All men must 

Over-come besieging sins’. 
      Message 53:3, ‘. . . The Hands must be 

Laid upon all that The Greater Light 
might come to them’. 
    Message 60:8, ‘. . . for the works of 

satan must be destroyed’. 
     Message 70:9, ‘. . . Mankind must come 

all The Way’. 
   Message 86:9, ‘God’s Plan will not 

change to suit them that Believe not, they 
must Conform to His Will’. 
     Message 86:73, ‘Praise ye The Lord. 

Let The Hands of Faith carry on. Zion 

must come forth’. 
     Message 88:22, ‘The Law and The 

Prophets spoke until I Come
12

. Now all 
mankind, all churches, all creeds and 
factions must Hear My Words and Know 
what I have Spoken and will yet speak’. 
     Message 96:6, ‘. . . For all Christendom 

must flow together in The Truth’. 
   Message 98:6. ‘. . . The Church must 

Grow.’ 
  John 3:7, ‘Marvel not that I Said unto 

thee, Ye must be Born again’.  
   Message 85:23, ‘Flesh death and sin 

must come to an end for The Quickening 
Spirit of God to Rule and Dwell in 
mankind in Righteousness’. 
    Message 85:25, 30, ‘. . . Elias must first 
come . . .  
   This is The Midnight Cry—The Great 

Confusion must fall. Pentecost must 
come, The Outpouring of The Spirit must 
be even to those that are afar off’. 
    Romans 8:11, ‘But if The Spirit of him 

that Raised Up Jesus from The Dead 
Dwell in you, he that Raised up Christ 

from the dead shall also quicken your 
mortal bodies by His Spirit that Dwelleth 
in you’. 
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     Has anybody ever cut wood?  Where I 
live there are lots of trees and when you cut 
a tree down, you notice after a while you got 
shoots that come up on the stump.  At my 
mom’s house, she had a big tree she was 
concerned would fall on the house so we cut 
the tree down.  Then shoots started coming 
up on the stump.  I thought they were just 
shoots and they weren’t a big deal . . . just 
let them go.  One of the shoots became 
another big tree.   
      I was talking to Mike (Greenwell) about 
the stump and I said ‘that is a picture of our 
sins.’  We cut the big sin out of our lives and 
think that we’ve really accomplished some-
thing and then the devil puts his work 
clothes on and goes to work, and he slowly 
brings the shoots of sin back up in our lives 
again.  We can cut the tree down; we can cut 
the shoots off; but if we don’t deal with the 
‘roots of sin’, then we’ll always have the 
shoots of sin and eventually have the big sin 
deeply rooted back in our Lives.   
    We cannot kill the roots of sin by 
ourselves.  That is why Jesus had to Die for 
our sins.  He had to be Dead in The Grave 
and come to Life again.  It is the same Spirit 
that Raised Jesus from the dead that when it 
dwells within us, it will quicken our mortal 
bodies and enable us to cut the roots of sin 
out of our Lives.   
     We are able to receive The Quickening 
Power or The Resurrection Power by eating 
The Word; by Prayer and Fasting; by 
coming to The Garden while the dew is still 
on the Roses; and by breaking up our fallow 
ground and Pursuing God.   
      Closing Song, ‘Trust And Obey’. Kristie 
Johnson Chorister. Closing Prayer by 
Brother Apostle Richard Johnson. 
 

Monday, June 24, 2013 
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Priesthood Meeting 

10:30 a.m. 
Apostle Richard Johnson 

Iowa 

Apostle Leonard H. Draves 

Missouri 
 

      Services Opened with Prayer by Brother 
Apostle Richard Johnson.    (Brother Apostle 
Mervyn Johnson were to give this lesson 
with his Brother Richard, but due to his 
illness he was not able to attend, Brother 
Leonard Draves filled in for him.) 
 

Study Lesson 

Priesthood Manuel 
The Church of Christ With The Elijah Message 

The Assured Way of The Lord, Inc. 
 

Ordination And Authority 
 

Articles Of Faith And Practice 
 

1. We  Believe in God The Eternal 
Father, who only is Supreme; Creator of 
The Universe; Ruler and Judge of all; Un-
changeable and without Respect of per-
sons. 
2. We Believe in Jesus Christ The 
Manifestation of God in the flesh, who 

Lived, Suffered and Died for all mankind; 
who we own as our Leader, Witness and  
Commander 
 3.     We  Believe in The Holy Ghost, The 
Spirit of Truth, The Comforter, which 
Searcheth The Deep Things of God, 

brings to our minds things which are 
past, Reveals things to come, and is The 
Medium by which we Receive The 
Revelation of Jesus Christ. 
4.    We Believe that men will be punished 
for their own sins and not for Adam's 

transgression,  and  that as a consequence  
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of The Atonement of Christ’ all little 

children are Alive in Christ, and also 
those that are without The Law. For The 
Power of Redemption cometh on all they 
that have no Law; wherefore, he that is  
not condemned, or he that is under no 
condemnation, cannot Repent, and unto 

such, Baptism availeth nothing.’ (Moroni 
8:22) 
5.   We Believe that through The Atone-
ment of Christ, all men may be Saved by 
Obedience to The Laws and Ordinances 
of The Gospel; viz: Faith in God and in 
The Lord Jesus Christ; Repentance and 

Baptism by Immersion for The Remission 
of sins; Laying on of Hands for: (a) 
Ordination, (b) Blessing of Children (c) 
Confirmation and The Gift of The Holy 
Ghost  (Acts 8:17)  (d)  Healing of the sick 
 . . . 

12. We Believe that a man must be 
Called of God by Revelation and Ordain-
ed by those having Authority, to enable 
him to Preach The Gospel and Admin-
ister The Ordinances there-of. 

 

Authority History 
 

     The  Church  Of  Christ With The  Elijah 
Message, The  Assured  Way  Of  The  Lord, 
Inc, of Independence, Missouri, deprives  its 
Authority and its existence, not alone from 
the  visits  of  The  Angel,  John The Baptist,  
for it is a Remnant of The Church organized 
April 6, 1830, at Fayette, New York, by 
Joseph Smith and his fellow workers in The 
Great Restoration Movement. Therefore it is 
not a faction as are other Restoration 
Groups. The Angel, The Elias, The- Resur-
rected John The Baptist, in the regeneration 
process conferred a Greater Authority by the 
touch  of  his  hands  upon  our late, Brother,  
Otto   Fetting   when   he   Established   The 
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Church Anew in 1929. 
     We quote from The Angel’s Words thus, 
Message 12:1,4,6,8; ‘I have come to you 

from time to time to Instruct you as to 
The Work of Building The Temple and 
The Organization of The Church Of 

Christ, and Re-establishing it again in its 

Fullness, that The Church may again 
receive The Power and Holy Ghost as in 
the days of old, and that as on The Day of 
Pentecost . . . (Acts 2:1-21) 
     The Servants of The Lord may be 
Filled with The Spirit Of God, that they 
may take The Message of The Gospel of 

Christ to the nations of the earth, for The 
Lord has Reserved unto Himself This 
Remnant on The Temple Lot, to set The 
Church in order . . .  
      I have come to you in your own 
language that you may understand, and 

impart it to the children of men, and that 
The Message might be understood by all 
people, in its Plainness, that they may 
have no excuses at The Judgment Day, for 
verily these things shall come to pass . . .’ 
     Authority comes from our Ruler and 
Judge, Jesus Christ. Authority means to act 
for The Lord and cannot Rise above the 
source. An Elder can only Ordain a man to 
be an Elder, nothing more, so with Evang-
elists, Vice-Disciples, Vice-Bishops, Bis-
hops and Apostles. 
     Message 86: 54-56, ‘I laid my hands 

upon Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery 
and Ordained them to The Holy Priest-
hood after The Order of God, after The 
Order of His Son. This has been 
Preserved and Reserved to this day and 
time. 

     Again I laid my hands upon Otto 
Fetting and gave   him  Special Help to do  
The Work in his day.  That  Holy Unction 
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is upon The Servants today’. 
     He Arose again from the chair near me, 
while I sat on the foot of my bed writing The 
Message on the table, then he said: 
     ‘Now again, I lay my hands on you to 
Bless you in your Work that you are to 
do—that lies before you. That you  may 

have The Gift enlarged and Power to 
Accomplish The Work and to Bless others 
with This Holy Unction Renewed, and 
Help in Completing The Great Plan in 
your day and time. I Bless you that you 
may Bless others Amen!’ 
     1 Peter 2:5and 9, ‘Ye also, as lively 

stones, are built up a Spiritual House, an 
Holy Priesthood, to offer up Spiritual 
Sacrifices, Acceptable to God by Jesus 
Christ . . . 
      But ye [are] a Chosen Generation, a 
Royal Priesthood, an Holy Nation, a 

Peculiar People; that ye should shew forth 
The Praises of Him who hath Called you 
out of darkness into His Marvelous 
Light:’ 
     Here Peter were Talking to The Church. 
It reference is to The Church, those Called 
out of the world into His Kingdom to 
Represent His Church and His Gospel. 
     Message 29:3-6, ‘For thus says The 

Lord, I have given My Commandments to 
those that have Named My Name to Serve 
Me and gave made a Covenant with Me, I 
speak to those that are The Church of 

Christ and to all that will become My 
People and My Bride. I have given to 
Mine Apostles their Charge and 
Instructed them to do My Work in all the 
world. Be Ye not slothful in your work, 
for I shall Require it at you hands at the 

last day. 
     I have given to Mine Elders their work 
and  I  shall  Require it  of them in the last  
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day; therefore be ye not slothful lest you 

lose your Reward. 
     I have given to The Bishops their 
Work and Mission, and I shall also 
Require their Stewardship at the last day, 
for The Lord has Entrusted this Great 
Work to you that His Law shall be kept, 

be ye therefore not slothful for your 
Work in no Idle Tale. 
     I have given The Women their work 
that The Message might be taken to the 
homes that all may be Warned, for I have 
heard the Cries of The People that have 
been led away by the traditions of men, 

and My Spirit shall fell after them.’ 
      So to see here in these verses that every-
one in The Church has a Work to do. We all 
will be held Accountable for what The Lord 
has given us all to do. We are told in The 
Messages to we must be Up and Doing or 
otherwise we will lose The Gift The Lord 
has given to each of us. 
     Message 111:5, ‘I have given The Holy 

Priesthood, The Power and Authority of 
God, by The Hands of My Messenger, 
Mine Angel, My Forerunner, but so called 

‘Restoration’ had added to offices, 
officers, and creeds I do not Accept. 
Again, without Authority, and lack of 
True Authority and Doctrine of Salvation, 
because of high prominency and great 
titles, you are empty of The Lord.’ 
     Message 102:58, ‘The Way shall be 

One Holy Priesthood and that after The 
Order of God, after The Order of Jesus 
The Christ, The Son of man. Therefore 
keep it Sacred in its Holy Rites.’ 
     Message 72:17, ‘Let those be removed 

that hinder  or cause contention, that are 

not clean, and that Obey not their 
Calling, but in doubt and sin spread 
disbelief in The Words I bring.’ 
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     Hebrews 13:20:

 
 ‘Now The God of 

Peace, that brought again from the dead 
our Lord Jesus, that Great Shepherd of 
The Sheep, through The Blood of The 
Everlasting Covenant,’ 
     Mark 14:24,  ‘And He said unto them, 

This is My Blood of The New Testament, 

which is Shed for many’. 
     Whenever you make a ‘Covenant’ with 
God you are making an ‘Agreement’ to The 
Lord to be and do better with The Lord in 
Representing Him and His Church. 
     An Everlasting Covenant with The Lord 
begins with Faith to The Letter of The Law 
and The Spirit of The Law. It must not be 
broken. 
      Message 97:3, ‘The Authority is given 

that This Work Move on and Salvation be 
Preached In and Through The Atoning 
Blood of Jesus Christ, His Resurrection 

and Eternal Living; His Coming again to 
Reign with mankind.’ 
     Message 84:8, ‘I bring The Authority 

and Trust. I give The Opening of The 
Way for The Flow of God to Come unto 
mankind. I have given The Holy Priest-

hood after The Order of God, after The 
Order of His Son. This Authority was 
Given and Relayed on unto The Church 
and The Ministry of The Church of 
Christ, The Church with My Message, 
The Elijah Message, Ordained in 1829 
upon the head of Joseph Smith and Oliver 

Cowdery and Reiterated a hundred years 
later to Otto Fetting, an Apostle in The 
Remnant The Lord has Preserved on The 
Temple Lot.’ 
     Message 86:54-56 and 60, ‘Message 86: 
54-56, ‘I laid my hands upon Joseph 

Smith and Oliver Cowdery and Ordained 
them to The Holy Priest-hood after The 
Order  of  God,  after  The  Order  of   His  
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Son. This has been Preserved and 

Reserved to this day and time. 
     Again I laid my hands upon Otto 
Fetting and gave  him Special Help to do 
The Work in his day. That Holy Unction 
is upon The Servants today’. 
     He Arose again from the chair near me, 
while I sat on the foot of my bed writing The 
Message on the table, then he said: 
     ‘Now again, I lay my hands on you to 
Bless you in your Work that you are to 
do—that lies before you. That you  may 
have The Gift enlarged and Power to 
Accomplish The Work and to Bless others 

with This Holy Unction Renewed, and 
Help in Completing The Great Plan in 
your day and time. I Bless you that you 
may Bless others Amen . . . 
     In The Bible and Record of The 

Nephites contains The Teachings and 

Pattern of The fullness of The Gospel in 
its Plain and Precious Parts. But My 
Words and Authority gives The Right to 
set The Church in Order—The Church of 
Christ with The Holy Priesthood Author-
ity and Power to act in The Establishing 

The Kingdom of God on earth and bring-
ing in The Zion of The Lord. The King-
dom and The Dominion shall be for The 
Saints of The Most High.’ 
     Message 91:4, ‘I have brought The 

Authority of The Holy Priesthood and 
Reiterated and Affirmed it. Will you keep 

it Sacred, that The Work of God may be 

Accomplished and Salvation comes to The 

Humble, those that are Full of Love and 

Obey The Will of The Lord?’ 
        Romans5:8-11, ‘But God Commend-

eth His Love toward us, in that, while we 

were yet sinners, Christ Died for us. 
      Much more then, being now Justified 
by  His  Blood,  we  shall  be  Saved   from 
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 wrath through Him. 

        For if, when we were enemies, we 
were Reconciled to God by The Death of 
His Son, much more, being Reconciled, 
we shall be Saved by His Life. 

        And not only [so], but we also Joy in 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by 

whom we have now Received The Atone-
ment’. 
      Without The Atonement of God to 
mankind, the earth will be subject to the 
curse and The Lord could not Return. 
Through and By The Coming of The 
Messenger, this curse is Broken and man-
kind can be Delivered and gain Salvation 
with The Lord, ‘Eternal Life’. Too all that 
Receive it, will Receive Mercy.  
     Closing Prayer By Apostle Leonard H. 
Draves. 
         

Study Class 
1:00 p.m. 

Apostle Jairus Yates 
Missouri 

 

     Study Class opened with Prayer by 
Brother Apostle Jairus Yates of Missouri. 
    Much of the Lesson this afternoon will be 
the same topic given in The Priesthood 
Meeting this morning. 
      Lesson was opened by reading Message 
1:1-4 by Sister Tammy Thompson. 
     ‘Don’t change The Articles of Faith and 

Practice, because The Lord Inspired the 
men that wrote them. See to it that they 

are not changed. 
     The Revelation that was given for The 
Building of The Temple was True and 
The Temple soon will be started. 
     Three more men will be placed in The 
Twelve  this  Spring,  (and  that  they   were  
much  needed  in  The Quorum). These men 
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will be Chosen at The Spring Conference. 

    The Temple will be Built, if not by the 
people in charge, The Lord will Raise up 
a People that will Build it.’ 
     Message 5:1-2, ‘In 1899 The Servant of 

The Lord aid his hands on you and set 
you apart from among men to Represent 

Christ, and gave you Authority to Preach 
The Gospel and bring others into His 
Kingdom. That Authority has not been 
taken from you and never will be taken 
from you unless you deny The Lord your 
God, 
     Again in 1926, you with your brethren 

were set apart as Members of The Twelve 
to Represent Christ and His Church, with 
the same Authority as The Apostles of 
old. Many are Representing Christ but 
not Christ and His Church, but you men 
have been Chosen to Represent Christ 

and His Church as He Established it 
when He was here.’   
      Thomas Sheldon was a Message 
Believer when Otto Fetting  passed away. 
Walter Gates was Ordained by Samuel 
Wood. Author Suds, who was Joseph Smith 
grandson, was Ordained by Daniel Mac-
Gregor,  On April 10, 1926 Brother Mac-
Gregor Ordained Hyran Moler, Samuel 
Wood, and Clarence Wheaten. On April 11, 
Brother MacGregor Ordained Frank Witter, 
Otto Fetting and Norris Hedding into The 
Twelve. 
      Some discussion concerning Brother 
Draves Vision in Message 30. Brother 
William Draves mentioned that he saw 
written in the sky the date of Friday, July 
18th, 5:30 a.m. for The Coming of The Lord 
back to earth. On Friday, July 18th, 1969, 
Brother Draves believed that on that date 
The  Church  came  out  of the wilderness of  
40  years.  Many  of the Independence Local 
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Members met at The Church on that date. 
     Closing Prayer by Brother Apostle 
Richard Johnson of Iowa. 

 

Preaching Service 
2:00 p.m. 

 

     Service was Opened by Prayer from  
Brother Apostle Richard Johnson. Opening 
song, ‘Take Time To Be Holy’. 
      Brother Richard introduced the Speaker 
of the hour, Brother Apostle Donald Thomp-
son. 
     (Brother Apostle Thompson speaking) ‘I 
am Pleased to be here speaking to you this 
day. We need to keep The Lord on our 
Minds always, and Praise Him and Look to 
Him for all things. 
     Last night Brother Apostle Jarius spoke 
about the word ‘Must’. It is very important 
to Come to Christ and to be Strong in Faith. 
We all ‘must’ be Committed to The Lord 
and to be of One Fold.  
     The world today is so filled with evil that 
it is a ‘must’ to have a Relationship with The 
Lord and His Church. 
     What I would like to speak on today is 
‘Overcoming Anger’. 
 

Sermon Notes 

Overcoming Anger 
Apostle Donald Thompson 

Missouri 
 

     Good afternoon. It’s good to be up here 
Serving My Lord and His Church. It is good 
to see each and everyone of you. I want to 
say first what a Blessing already this 
Assembly has been for me. God has been in 
our Mist. 
    I have enjoyed each and everyone of the 
Sermons,  Testimonies  and  Lessons we had  
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so far. I want to speak on how important it is 
to not only ask God for Forgiveness but to 
forgive others.  
     Forgiving and forgiven :  what it means 
when we come to Worship: 
     Message 47:12, ‘Many will come to 

Worship The Lord and because of those 

that keep and do HIS Will  He will Cause 
that they shall Overcome  . They that are 
patient to keep His Words shall be 
Delivered from The Hour of Temptation. 
they that Overcome shall drink of The 
Water of Life freely’. 
     Message 88:3, ‘Praise The Lord in 

Worship, Lift up and Rejoice. Bask in His 
Life given Light. I bear Witness of that 
Light. The earth is Lightened by The 
Words I bring . I come to Moderate The 
Will of God . I Proclaim The Gospel of 
Jesus Christ;  Only through His Atoning 

Blood can mankind be Saved.’  
     So here we must REPENT not only 
asking God to forgive you for your 
trespasses, but Truly tell Him you have 
forgiven those who trespass against you.        
    So much of the time one Repents of their 
sins but still hold grudges of those who have 
sinned against them.  We cannot Truly 
receive complete forgiveness from Christ 
until we have forgiven others as this puts a 
wall up against God Forgiving you. 
    Matthew,  6:12, (in The Lords Prayer):  
‘And forgive us our debts AS WE forgive 
our debtors’.  
     Now if we forgive men their trespasses, 
Your heavenly Father will also Forgive  
     But if you forgive NOT men their tres-
passes neither will your Father forgive 
you your trespasses.    
     You see when we repent we must repent 
with Real Intent of The Heart wanting to be 
forgiven  to Renew our Commitment to God  
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and also wanting to release and forgive 
those who have hurt us in any way. This is a 
big part of True Forgiveness for our self 
because if we can’t find it, Truly fine it in 
our Hearts to forgive others the hurts and 
sins they have done unto us. Christ will not 
forgive us, this hurt will stand in The Way 
of our Spiritual Growth.   
     To Truly forgive is to never bring it up 
again to not go there where the hurt lies but 
to Clear it from your Heart and Mind and to 
know as God Erases your sins we must do 
the same for others. 
     If you are constantly bringing up things 
others have done unto you in the past and 
saying things unkind about the situation  
YOU HAVE NOT Truly Forgiven that 
person or persons.  True Forgiveness is to 
put it behind you and no longer have any ill 
feelings. .  
   Now forgiving others and asking God to 
forgive us is The Beginning of Worship as 
to Truly Worship Christ we must Develop 
within us His Fruits which is En-wrapped in 
The Pure Love of Christ, Loving others and 
Allowing God to Love us. 
      Christ says: ‘God is Spirit and they 

that Worship Him much Worship Him in 
Spirit and in Truth.’  
      So to have His Spirit and Feel His 
Forgiveness.  We must be True and Faithful 
to Forgive others as Christ Forgives us, 
because if we have a un-forgiven feeling 
towards another then we are not Allowing 
our self to Truly Worship Christ in Purity of 
Worship and Truth.  
   Now to really Walk in The Spirit  we must 
get in The Word, Grow in The Fruits of The 
Spirit and check our self in these Fruits daily 
if we are failing to show them in our Actions 
towards others, then we are not  being True 
Followers.   
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     Galatians 5:24, ‘but The Fruits of The 

Spirit is LOVE, JOY, PEACE, LONG 
SUFFERING, GENTLENESS, GOOD-
NESS, FAITH, MEEKNESS, EMPER-
ANCE AGAINST SUCH THERE IS 
NOT LAW.’  (These are The fruits of our 
Lord and Savior).  
      Now verse (24) says they that are 
Christ's have Crucified the flesh with the 
affections and lusts.  (this means if we know 
God and then continue in our sinful ways) 
we will lose out. 
      (26) if we Live in The Spirit, let us also 
Walk in The Spirit. (our Actions should be 
only driven by The Fruits of The Lord’s 
Spirit) not serving self, by self pleasure or 
sins.)   
     We should always keep in mind The 
Things Christ has done for you and do the 
same for those who you feel has committed 
sin towards you or hurt you. Forgive them, 
then go to God and ask for forgiveness.  
Truly give your Heart and Soul to The Lord.  
     When you come into Place of Worship 
leave all else behind. ask God to Clear your 
mind, Forgive your sins and Declare to Him 
that you have forgiven others. Then Worship 
Him in Praise, in Song, in Adoration,  Joy, 
Truth, and don’t be afraid to lift your hands 
up in Praise to God or your Voice in Honor 
of His Name. 
      Ephesians 1: 17-19, ‘That The God of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, The Father of 

Glory may give unto  you The Spirit of 
Wisdom and Revelation in The Know-
ledge of Him: 
      The eyes of your Understanding being 
Enlightened: that ye may know what is 
The Hope of His Calling and what the 

riches of The Glory of  His  Inheritance in 
The Saints  and  what  is  The Exceeding 
Greatness of  
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His Power to us-ward who Believe 

According to The Working of His Mighty 
Power.’  
    Let us put on Christ and His Fruits and 
Rejoice that we are the men and women and 
children of His Bride. So let us be Truthful 
within our self and to Forgive as Christ 
Forgives us. And no longer harbor hurt 
feelings or bad attitudes towards one 
another.  
     Let’s Rejoice to stand together in The 
Ways of The Lord and be Thankful for This 
Gospel and Thankful for Christ, Love and 
come together whether we are a few or 
many, always Desiring to come Closer to 
Christ and to Rejoice in His Love, to Grow 
in His Ways and to Truly Represent The 
Church of Christ With The Elijah Message.  
      Let’s not be toss about with sin but to 
Overcome our weakness and our sins and 
put on The Whole Armour of Christ.   
    In the next few weeks consider: what 
Christ Expects out of us when we come to 
take His Sacrament and when we ask for 
Forgiveness and when we Forgive others. 
Let’s get this Right and then God can use us 
Accordingly to His Will, as we work at 
moving self out of the way.  
     I hope that I have said something today 
to stir your Heart. Pray and Look to God in 
all things. God Bless you all and Thanks for 
listening.    
     Closing Song, a guitar Special by Brother 
Elder Richard Sega of California. Closing 
Prayer by Brother Apostle Leonard H. 
Draves. 
 

Prayer And Testimony 

Service 
3:00 p.m. 

Apostle Richard Johnson 
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Iowa 

Apostle Donald Thompson 

Missouri 
 

     Services Opened by Prayer from Brother 
Apostle Richard Johnson. Opening  Song: 
‘Trust And Obey’ 
Richard Johnson, Iowa: I am Thankful that 
my brother Mervyn is here with us today. It 
has been a long year for him. He has a Great 
Desire to be here  with us. He longs to see 
The Lord come. We give Thanks to The 
Lord for His Blessings. I Have been Blessed 
with a new grand daughter. I get to baby sit 
often. I am Blessed with my son in Montana 
and for my dear wife. God has Blessed me 
since I was a young boy. God has kept  me 
through a plane crash, and through Vietnam. 
He brought me home safety. My Prayer is 
that we all remain Faithful and enjoy His 
Blessings in the years to come. I Love The 
Church and His People. Keep me and my 
family in your Prayers and for my Brother 
Mervyn. 
Donald Thompson, Missouri: Our Brother 
Richard is a Cornerstone of our Church. 
Jarius and Leonard are Good Men. I am 
Thankful for them all. 
Tammy Thompson, Missouri: It is always 
a Blessing to be here with everyone. I cried 
to be here so my boss let me off. Been a year 
of Blessings and trials. Hanna found a good 
man. He is good for her. Two of my daugh-
ters graduated from Nursing School. Pray 
for Krystal and Ryan. They are having many 
issues and not being handle very well.  Pray 
for her and their son. Our Local found a 
building to meet in. It is so wonderful, now 
we have a home to bring people to for 
Church. We want to meet every Sunday 
when the building is ready for us. Dad and 
Matthew keeps going on. They are a great 
Blessing to us all. We have had a lot of little  
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Miracles happen all year. My granddaughter 
lost her glasses, she had them with her when 
we were in the park. We went back to the 
Park and under the table was her glasses. So 
Thankful they were still there. I Love you 
all. Please Pray for my family and for our 
Church, and for one another. 
Richard Johnson, Iowa: I lost my phone 
book and my wallet. I went back to see If I 
could find them and they were gone. Jodi 
and I Prayed the next day for The Lord to 
help us find them. That day Jodi went to a 
woman’s meeting. She mentioned about the 
lost of my wallet, another lady said that her 
husband had one turned in and it turned out 
to be my wallet with nothing missing from 
it. I was very Thankful. 
Richard Sega, California: I was driving a 
truck down the interstate where there were 
no gas station and the truck was empty. I 
Prayed for help and the truck ran without 
gas until we got to our destination, where 
the truck died. Another day I was walking in 
the Park in the mountains and I slipped on a 
rock. Someone hand reached down to get me 
back to safety. When I was safe again, I met 
a man who gave me a Message Book. His 
name was David Temple. When I opened 
the Book it took hold of me. I then wanted 
to find The Church with God’s Officers, etc. 
I am Thankful for that. 
Donald Thompson, Missouri: I remember 
when Joni had her wreck. People saw a man 
sitting in the car when the semi hit her broad 
side. I know that God spared her life. When 
the wreck came to a stop, the man was no 
where to be found. I Believe it was one of 
the Nephites that was with her. I am 
Thankful for Brother Mervyn. I know that 
God has dept him with us and I am so happy 
for that. 
Oladawn Thompson, Missouri:  There has 
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been many Miracles in our lives and many 
Prayers answered. When I was small and ill, 
Dad would place The Holy Oil on me and 
The Lord Blessed me. One of my Prayers I 
Prayed for years was for Donnie, and finally 
The Lord answered it. Don would say to me 
that he would serve The Lord when he 
became perfect. I even left him a couple of 
times because I was so weary with him. I 
told my Dad that I was giving up. Dad said 
that once I give up I would deny many 
Blessings that The Lord has in  store for me. 
I turned Donnie over to The Lord for Him to 
deal with him. I finally saw Donnie come 
closer and closer to The Lord as He deal 
with him. Leonard started to come to Saint 
Joseph to hold Services is our home.  
Donnie wanted to know what he could do to 
help out. Donnie started Blessing me. God 
has always been there for Donnie and me 
and He saw us through all our problems. 
Donnie has always been there for the 
children. I have always been Blessed in 
Serving The Lord no matter how large or 
small the group were. I remember when 
Brother Mervyn was in the hospital. He was 
bleeding inside badly. Brother Darrel Prayed 
for Mervyn with Donald, Richard, and 
Leonard by his side. The Bleeding stopped. 
Don’t give up on Mervyn yet!  The Lord has 
Blessed the children time after time. We 
been to get The Word out. Have a 
Relationship with The Lord, and Serving 
Him will be easier than you think. I haven’t 
regretted anything. I Thank The Lord in our 
winter years, we are closer to The Lord than 
ever before. I know we do not have much 
time. I Pray that this year coming forth will 
be one of Rejoicing. Let us give all our 
Burdens to The Lord and we can say ‘Praise  
The Lord’. Pray for us and our little Local 
and for one another. God Bless. 
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Karen Wilkin, Missouri: I have enjoyed 
the Testimonies. It was rough trying to get 
here. Satan tried to discourage us. I rise 
early in the morning to have my Prayer 
Time. When I was doing dishes, I heard 
someone come downstairs. It was Alexis. 
She made a mad dash to be around me, She 
told me that papa said to tell you something. 
‘What’, I asked. Alexis said that papa said,  
he Loved you, then she went back upstairs. I 
questioned her later. I asked her if she 
dreamed that about papa? She said ‘no, I just 
heard him tell me to tell you he Loved you,’ 
I needed that much at this time. The Lord 
really Blessed me. I Thank God! I had a pt 
Cruser, it was great for town driving but it 
could not take the roads to our home in 
Preston. The Lord Blessed us with a four 
wheel drive Silverado, four door truck. The 
Lord met our need. IT is wonderful to see all 
of you. I miss those of The Independence 
Local, specially my best friend Ola. Don and 
Ola Blessed us much when lived up here. 
Pray for us. 
Hanna Meadows, Missouri: I was bap-
tized last year. I am Thankful for God’s 
Blessings. My child is a great Blessing to 
me. I Love may man and my daughter very 
much. I Pray everyday. Tony Loves me. I 
Thank The Lord for that. God has given me 
Life! Love you all. 
     Brother Elder Richard Sega played the 
closing song on his guitar. Closing Prayer by 
Brother Apostle Donald Thompson. 
 

Preaching Service 
Bishop Matthew Thompson 

Missouri 

7:00 p.m. 
   

       Services Opened with Brother Apostle 
Donald   Thompson.   Opening   Song,    ‘He  
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Leadth Me’. Sister Kristie Johnson Cho-
rister. Opening Prayer by Brother  Apostle 
Donald  Thompson.   Second  Song A 
Special by Sister Kristie Johnson, ‘I Can 
Hear My Savior Calling’.  
    

Administrations 
 

      Administration was given to Brother 
Michael Humpert by Brother Apostle 
Donald Thompson, assisted by Brother 
Apostle Jairus Yates and Brother Bishop 
Matthew Thompson. 
     Brother Jake Greenwell was also 
Administered to by Brother Apostle Jairus 
Yates, assisted by Brother Apostle Donald 
Thompson and Brother Bishop Matthew 
Thompson. 
      Brother Apostle Donald Thompson then 
introduced The Speaker of the evening, his 
son, Brother Bishop Matthew Thompson of 
Missouri. 
      Brother Bishop Matthew Thompson 
speaking: ‘I am Thankful too be here 
tonight. I am Thankful for The Assembly.   I 
had a hard time putting together my Sermon. 
I have a lot on my mind. I Love The Lord, 
and This Work. 
     I often allow fear to enter in. I want to 
Please The Lord and The People. I do not 
want to let anyone down. I do not fear The 
Lord. Satan wants to keep me away. 
     Brother Mervyn’s Sermon Sunday Morn-
ing in The Independence Local spoke of 
God’s Words. I felt The Lord’s Spirit very 
much and it had been sometime since I did. 
     I often want to do things without letting 
The Lord in. The devil is trying to destroy 
me. 
      I know that we all must be Prepared. 
When we are Prepared, The Work will Grow  
and  not  be  so  frustrated.  I  am lazy in The 
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Work. I know that I can’t be that way’ 
     Brother Jarius mentioned that we Must 
grab on to The Rod of Iron and Study. I 
want to do that. I want to feed The Flock. I 
feel that I have let The Independence Local 
down, We all need to Work and Help one 
another out. I want to know the People, 
Worship with them and to talk to all about 
The Lord. 
     I Love The Scriptures of ‘The Good 
Fight’. We must listen! I wish I had listened 
more to my grandfather, Brother Oley. I 
want to be like he was. I know The Lord 
wants us all to be like that. 
     Message 30:7, ‘Meet in your Assembly  

and Cry Mightily unto Me. If your Prayer 
is of The Heart, I will Hear you. I will not 
Accept the vain babblings and sputterings 
of the lips of man whose Prayer is not 
sincere. I have Placed the mountains and 

the ocean and planted the forest. I have 
beautified the earth and man through sin 
has sought to destroy it. How can I rely 
upon the untrue and the unfaithful? 
Their Prayers and their Tears and their 
Efforts are not Accepted of Me.’ 
     Message 34:4, ‘Even now I say to My 

Servants, meet in your Solemn Assembly. 
Cry Mightily unto Me, and I will Hear 
you, and Manifest My Will unto you, yea, 
concerning Zion. Let My Law be Taught 
in its Completeness that The Joy of man 
might be full under The Plan of Redemp-

tion. Yea, men are that they  might have 
Joy and According to their Faith I 
Manifest My Will. My Work has suffered, 
leaving many to wander in darkness.’ 
     I would that all would Read ‘The Word of 
The Lord’ and get it out. The Lord will 
Work with each of us when we do so. 
 

Sermon On Tithing 
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     Some may ask, ‘Why do we pay Tithing? 
The answer to that is because The Lord has 
Commanded us to do so. According to The 
Scriptures, all we have The Lord has given, 
so by Rights it is His in the first place. The 
Lord does not ask for us to give our all, 
however, 10 percent belongs to The Lord. We 
should be glad to give to The Lord. 
     II Corinthians 9:7, ‘Every man according 

as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; 
not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God 
Loveth a cheerful giver.’ 
     So don't give unwillingly, but give with 
the Love that we have for our Savior. God is 
Love! So if we truly love The Lord then we 
will answer by our actions and obey The Lord's 
Laws, not mans! 
     Message 22: 15-19, ‘And this nation 
shall be cleansed, and then shall it be 

Zion, for The Lord will Bless this land 
and the people that will keep His 

Commandments and walk in humility 
before Him. But the heady and high 
minded He will visit with destruction and 
those that have robbed the widow and 

fatherless, and have taken that which is 
not their own. 
     For there are those that have taken 
that which is not theirs, they have 
polluted the land with their unright-
eousness, they have filled their hearts 

with vanities and unbelief. They have 
sought their own glory, therefore The 
Lord will not accept their offerings, and 
will not hearken unto their prayers, save 
it be a few who are humble before Him. 
     Behold, they have taken that which is 

not their own. They have lied that they 
might get gain. They have taken from the 
aged, and they will not part with their 
substance to feed the poor and needy, but 
they  have  taken  the   widow's   mite   in  
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unrighteousness and have used it for 

their pleasure, and The Gospel Work they 
have treated as naught, yet they have 
said, 'We Love The Lord.' 
     Oh man, thou that profess The Name 

of The Lord, remember The Eyes of The 

Lord are upon you; you cannot continue 

in your unrighteous ways before The 
Lord your God who has created thee. He 

is Long Suffering and Full of Mercy, but 
He will reward thee as thy works will be. 
     There are those that robbed The 
Lord of one-tenth of that which was The 

Lord's. They have taken it for their 
pleasure, and have said in their hearts, 
'This is mine.' Hearken unto Me, says The 
Lord your God, all that thou hast I have 
given thee, and I shall require one-tenth 
thereof, that the poor that are poor 

indeed may be fed; that The Gospel may 
be preached, and The Kingdom of God 

might be established on earth in its 
Fullness, and The Church set in order 
in its completeness.’ 
     So, The Lord is telling us that we are 
robbing Him by not giving what is His and 
that is one-tenth of what we have. The 
monies we give to The Lord is to help in 
This Work that the poor are taken care of 
and This Gospel of God can move forward 
and The Lord's Kingdom and His Church be set 
in order in its completeness. 
     Malachi 3: 8-10, ‘Will a man rob God? 
Yet ye have robbed Me. But ye say, 
'Wherein have we robbed Thee?' In Tithes 
and Offerings. 
     Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye 

have robbed Me, even this whole nation. 
     'Bring ye all The Tithes into The Store-

house, that there may be Meat in Mine 

House, and prove Me now herewith', saith 
The  Lord  of  Hosts,  if  I will not open you  
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The Windows of Heaven, and pour you 

out a Blessing, that there shall not be room 
enough to receive it.’ 
     Let us not keep that which is not ours. Let 
us not hinder The Lord's Work by our 
selfishness. The Lord knows each and every 
heart. He knows who has given and those 
who has not! We may be able to fool man 
but not God! 
     Who shall give to The Lord? Deuteronomy 
16:17, ‘Every man shall give as he is able, 
according to The Blessings of The Lord 
thy God which He hath given thee.’ 
     So this tells us that every man shall give, 
but may be different for each one according 
to what The Lord has given to each of us. 
      I would like to read several verses from 
The Message Book concerning Tithing. 
     Message 83:32, ‘Pay your Tithes and 
Oblations that The Work may continue on.’ 
     Message 91:28, ‘Let the Tithes come in, 
that the Churches may stay alive and build 
themselves up for Great is The Call to be 
ready when men look for Standards and 
find it not elsewhere. Let it be found in The 
Church Of Christ With The Words I 
bring that God's Plan may be understood.’ 
     Message 49:10, ‘Let ALL pay their 
Tithes that their works may stand the 
tests when the trying times come. The 
Lord will Bless them and they shall not 
want for The Way of Deliverance shall be 
theirs.’ 
     Message 12:10, ‘Let your work on The 
Temple continue, working as fast as the 
moneys come in but keep out of debt. 
Contract no debt with any man, for This 
Work must be done by sacrifice and not 
by promises. For behold, The People Of 
The Lord are glad to help in This Work of 

The Lord, by Tithes and by Offerings, for 
thus did the people in the days of old, 
which  was  pleasing  unto  The  Lord, for  
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this was The law in Abraham's day who 
paid Tithes and The Lord Blessed him, 
and The Lord will Bless in your day all 
those that shall keep His Law. Therefore 
pay your Oblations to The Lord in all 
things that your Work may be accepted of 
Him, so that when trying times are upon 
the earth your work might stand the test. 
Let The Gospel be preached; let the poor 
be provided for; let The Temple be built; 
that in all things you may be The Children of 
God.’ 
     Message 103:17, ‘Have you robbed God? 
Have you taken that which is not yours? 
Would you take from God's Treasury and 
say this is mine?’ 
     Message 46:4, ‘Behold, there are those 
whose hearts are full of evil and 
selfishness. They have withheld that which 
is The Lord's of Tithes and of Offerings. 
Their hearts are not right before Him, 
therefore, I say unto you, they cannot have 
part in This Work, and are not of The 
Household of Faith, for they have failed 
to Obey The Word of The Lord.’ 
     We all know what our Savior Jesus Christ 
did for you and I. The Sacrifice He made by 
paying for the sins of the world for all of us. 
Why would we keep anything from our Lord? 
The One who GAVE US LIFE! 
     John 14:15, ‘If ye Love Me, keep My 
Commandments’ 
     Remember what Love is? Is it like a man 
who says he Loves his family, but will not 
provide for them? NO! We must follow all 
The Lord's Commandments and Laws. That 
is what LOVE is! 
     Message 106:9, ‘All that Obey and 
Defend This Cause shall be The Favored of 

The Lord. Try The Lord and see if He will 
open The Windows of Heaven and make 
you a Delightsome People-mighty in His 
Strength.’ 
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     So, if we are not obeying and defending 
This Work then we are not going to be The 
Favored of The Lord. The Lord says ALL 
that will Obey will be Favored of The Lord. 
     The Lord says to TRY ME! So try The 
Lord in FAITH and pay your Tithes so The 
Lord's Work can move forward. TRY The 
Lord, TRUST in His Words and we will be 
Blessed. Do not reason yourself out of The 
Lord's Commandments. Let us be TRUE TO 
THE LORD! 
     The Lord tells us to bring Love and 
Obedience in our lives, and to establish The 
Work with a FIRM HAND and not let THE 
HOLY RITES be trampled on. 
     What if we all decided not to PAY our 
Tithes to The Lord? What would happen? 
The Lord tells us to PAY so that The Church 
can survive. 
     The Lord can give us all the money in the 
world, but He wants TRUE Servants and 
TRUE believers that are willing to make 
SACRIFICES for Him and His Gospel! 
     Let us not pick and choose The Laws of 
The Lord that we want to follow. The Lord 
owes us nothing, but WE owe Him our lives. 
We should be OBEDIENT to The Lord not 
because we know that we will go to hell if 
we do not, but just because WE LOVE HIM! 
     We must Thank The Lord for The 
Blessings He has given us for paying our 
Tithes. Make the first thing you do after 
getting paid be writing a check to The Lord 
for your Tithes. Give Testimonies of The 
Goodness of The Lord and His Blessings to  
 The Lord and to The world. Let us Work on 
all God's Commandments.  
     I would like to end this by reading 
Message 62:19, ‘The Lord has sent me 
that all might be Encouraged. Let Peace be 
in The Hearts of all. Let The Work Move 
On.  Let  ALL  pay  their  Tithes  that  they  
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may Render to The Lord that which is 

His. Be at Peace with all men. Be Filled 
with The Spirit that its Fruits may RULE. 
Peace I leave with you and shall come 
again as The Lord will Direct. Amen.’ 
      I want to assure you, that your Tithes 
and Offerings will be used to Serve The Lord 
and His Church. Have FAITH! 
      I want to be Faithful to The Lord. I want 
us all to do our part in This Work. We told 
The Lord at our Baptism that we would. 
     We are rich because of THIS GOSPEL. 
So let us be True to our Callings and 
Responsibilities to The Lord and The Work. 
      Some says they will pay Tithes when they 
see something being done! Really? Nothing can 
be done UNLESS you do PAY TITHES! Think 
about it! 
       I Love you all. Thank you! 
      Closing Song, ‘Joyful Tithing’. Closing 
Prayer by Brother Apostle Donald Thompson. 
 

Tuesday, June 25, 2012 
Priesthood Meeting 

10:30 a.m. 
 

     Services Opened with Prayer  by Brother 
Apostle Richard Johnson. Discussion 
continues on ‘Authority’, then on ‘Belief 
and Faith’. 

 

Study Lesson 

Belief And Faith 
 Apostle Richard Johnson 

Iowa 

Apostle Leonard H. Draves 

Missouri 
 

Preface 
      We present this information to the public 
to answer The Prayer and Longing of the 
searcher after Truth and Light. Many are not  
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satisfied with their present experience and 
wonder why they do not receive more 
Spiritual Assurance. They Long for The 
Holy Spirit enjoyed by The Saints in ‘The 
New Testament Times., but feel that some-
thing is lacking. Some are confused when 
they see others try to Serve God, but soon 
give up and lose Faith. Thus many are led to 
believe there is nothing to any of it. It has 
never dawned on them that something may 
be wrong with their Belief, that they have 
not followed The True Teachings of Christ. 
       To all such we present this with The 
Hope they will come with a Willing, Honest 
Heart, Desirous of Knowing and Doing 
God's Will. 
 

BELIEF and FAITH 
 

      These two words, BELIEF and FAITH, 
are inseparable. They are potent factors in 
The Plan of Salvation. They Represent a 
Principle through which The Power of God 
is Manifested in Saving, Redeeming, and 
Creating. 
      Hebrews 11: 3, ‘Through Faith we 

understand the worlds were framed by The 

Word of God, so that things which are seen 

were not made of things which do appear.’ 
       God always has, and always will 
Manifest His Power through Faith. He and 
His Plans are Unchangeable, His Decrees 
Unalterable. 
     Malachi 3:6, ‘For I Am The Lord, I 

Change Not . . .’  
      As God used Faith to Perform His Work, 
so does He Require us to use The Same 
Power. For this reason God Chose Faith as 
one of The First Principles of His Doctrine.   
     Hebrews 6: 1, (Jesus taught): ‘Repent ye, 

and Believe The Gospel.’ 
     Mark 1:15, ‘And He said unto them, Go 
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 ye into all the world, and Preach The 

Gospel to every creature. He that Believeth 

and is Baptized shall be Saved; but he that 

Believeth not shall be damned.’ 
     Mark 16:15-16, ‘Yes; there is Power 

enough in Believing, if it Induces to 

Action, to Save the vilest sinner if he 

Believe from The Heart’ 
      Romans 10:10, ‘For with The Heart 

man Believeth unto Righteousness; and 

with the mouth Confession is made unto 
Salvation.’    
    Dear Reader, Are you Willing to Believe 
The Gospel of Jesus Christ just as The Word 
of God Declares it? Are you Seeking for The 
True Gospel of Christ that you may be 
Established in His Church? 
     2 Chronicles 20:20, ‘Believe in The Lord 

your God, so shall ye be Established; 

Believe His Prophets, so shall ye Prosper.’  
      Do not merely Believe that Jesus is The 
Christ. but Believe The Gospel He Taught, 
His Mission, Suffering. Death and Resur-
rection that man might be Redeemed, and by 
Obedience become Established in His 
Gospel and Church. 
       Many think they have Obeyed The 
Gospel but are still unsatisfied. When they 
find The Full Gospel and Obey it Spiritual 
Assurance will Come to them and they will 
then really be Established in Christ in Peace 
and Quietude. They will then Receive that 
which will Enable them to Stand The Trials 
and Tests of Life. He who is Truly ‘Born of 
The Water and of The Spirit’ knows wherein 
he Walks. 
       Many have asked. What is The Gospel?  
       Romans1:16, ‘It is The Power of God 

unto Salvation to everyone that Believeth.’  
       But that Power Works through certain 
Principles which we must Obey in order to 
be Saved. These Principles are: 
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       Hebrews 6:1-2, ‘Repentance, Faith, 

Baptisms. The Laying on of Hands, 

Resurrection of The Dead. and Eternal 

Judgment.’  
       From the days of John The Baptist until 
The Close of The Christian Era that was The 
Teaching of Christ and His Ministry. 
      Mark 1:4, ‘John did Baptize in The 

Wilderness. and Preach The Baptism of 
Repentance for The Remission of Sins.’  
        Acts 2:38, ‘Then Peter said unto them, 

Repent, and be Baptized every one of you 

in The Name of Jesus Christ for The 

Remission of sins, and ye shall Receive The 

Gift of The Holy Ghost.’  
      Acts 22:16, ‘And now why tarriest 

thou? Arise, and be Baptized, and Wash 

away thy sins, Calling on The Name of The 
Lord.’  
      By these Scriptures we see that Baptism 
was for The Remission of sins. 
      Acts 8:35-38, ‘Then Philip opened his 

mouth, and began at the same Scripture, 

and Preached unto him Jesus. And as they 

went on their way, they came unto a certain 

water; and The Eunuch said, See, here is 

water; what doth hinder me to be Baptized? 

And Philip said, If thou Believeth with 

thine Heart, thou mayest. And he answered 

and said, I Believe that Jesus Christ is The 

Son of God. And He Commanded the 

chariot to stand still; and they went down 

both into The Water, both Philip and The 

Eunuch; and he Baptized him.’  
       (Notice), Romans 6:3, ‘They both went 

down into The Water, a Baptism by 
Immersion. We are Buried with him by 
Baptism into death’.  
      Colossians 2:12, ‘Buried with him in 

Baptism.’  
     There are no less than five different 
modes  of  Baptism  practiced  by professing  
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Christians today. Surely all cannot be right. 
If you had five watches and each of them 
gave a different time you would not say that 
all of them were right. You would know that 
at least four of them must be wrong. 
Baptism is Administered by Immersion, 
Sprinkling, Pouring, Kneeling in the water 
and Dipping forward, and Triune Immer-
sion: first, in The Name of The Father; 
second, in The Name of The Son; third, in 
The Name of The Holy Ghost. 
       Not more than one of these call be right. 
What does the word of God say?  
        Isaiah 24:5, ‘The earth also is defiled 

under the inhabitants thereof; because they 
have transgressed The Laws, changed The 

Ordinance, broken The Everlasting 
Covenant’. 
       Notice this: man has transgressed God's 
Law by changing The Ordinance and 
thereby has broken The Everlasting Coven-
ant between God and man. They have 
changed The Ordinance of Baptism from 
Immersion to four other modes, and have 
done away with The Ordinance of The 
Laying on of Hands for The Gift of God's 
Holy Spirit. They have made Baptism 
ineffective by changing its mode and 
purpose; and have sinned still more by doing 
away with The Ordinance placed in The 
Church for Bestowing of The Holy Ghost, 
thus obstructing the channel of commun-
ication between God and man. Jesus said, 
John 3:5, ‘Verily, verily, I  say unto thee, 
except a man be Born of Water and of The 
Spirit, he cannot enter into The Kingdom of 

God.’  
      When Baptism means so much, even 
being Born Again and having our sins 
remitted, let us examine further the method 
of its Administration. I here quote from 
‘Light at Evening Time,’ pgs. 16 and 17. 
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     Mark 1 :5, ‘And were all Baptized of 

him in the river Jordan.’  
    John 3:23, ‘And John also was Baptizing 

in Aenon near to Salem, because there was 

much water there.’  
     Acts2:38, ‘And they went down into The 

Water, both Philip and The Eunuch; and 

he Baptized him.’  
     Acts 8:39, ‘And when they were come 

up out of the water’  
      Matthew 3:16, ‘And Jesus, when He 

was Baptized, went up Straightway out of 

The Water’.  
      Romans 6:4, ‘Therefore we are buried 

with him by Baptism.’   
      Colossians 2:12, ‘Buried with him in 

Baptism, wherein also ye are Risen with 

him.’ 
     Gleaned from the foregoing field of 
Scriptures the following facts are submitted: 

1. That Bible Baptism requires Water. 
2. That it takes ‘much Water.’” 
3. That it necessitates a going ‘down into 
The Water.’ 
4. That the candidate must be ‘buried in 
Baptism.’ 
5. That succeeding the burial be is ‘Risen 
Again.’ 
6. That there is a coming ‘up out of The 
Water.’ 

      Now take this Baptismal measuring rod 
and apply it to the modern methods of 
Baptism and we may easily discover any 
change in The Holy Writ. 
      Let us apply it to sprinkling. How will it 
measure up? 

1. Does it require Water?  Yes 
2. Does it require much Water?  ______ 
3. Does the candidate go down into The 
Water? ______ 
4. Is the candidate buried by Baptism? 
______ 
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5 Is the candidate Risen again?  ______ 
6. Does the candidate come up out of The 
Water?   ______ 

     Thus by actual measurement the 
ceremony of sprinkling is found to be right 
in only one point. 
   How can one expect a Birth or The 
Forgiveness of sins from an Ordinance that 
does not measure up to The Bible Standard 
for Baptism? 
     Now let us measure Immersion: 

1. Does it require Water? Yes 
2. Does it require much Water? Yes 
3. Does the candidate go down into The 
Water? Yes 
4. Is the candidate Buried in 
Baptism? Yes 
5. Is the candidate Risen again? Yes 
6. Does the candidate come up out of The 
Water? Yes 

     Paul urged Timothy in II Timothy 4:3-4, 
‘Preach The Word,’ for, said he, ‘the time 

will come when they win not Endure Sound 

Doctrine; but after their own lusts shall 

they heap to themselves teachers having 

itching ears; and they shall turn away their 

ears from The Truth, and shall be turned 

unto fables.’  
     Dear Reader, on such an Essential 
Question as Salvation, can you afford to 
speculate by adopting a tradition of men 
foreign to The Plan set forth in The Word of 
God? When Forgiveness of sins and The 
New Birth of Water and Spirit bring us into 
The Kingdom of God, let us be Careful to 
follow The Unalterable Plan found in The 
Gospel of Christ. 
      Closing Prayer by Brother Apostle 
Leonard H. Draves.  
 

 

(Continued on Wednesday’s Lesson)   
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Study Class 
1:00 p.m. 

Apostle Jairus Yates 

Missouri 

 

     Services opened with Prayer by Brother 
Bishop Matthew Thompson.  
   (Brother Apostle Jairus Yates Speaking.)     
The burden I have on my heart is to get The 
Word of God out to the world. We are co-
laborers in Christ Jesus. We have the 
responsibility of warning the People and to 
Prepare a Bride for The Lord. People MUST 
get ready. They MUST be Prepared. 
      The Disciples could not cast out devils, 
but Christ came and did so. We all have sins 
that we must get through. We can do this by 
getting into The Word.  
     Romans 2:25-29, ‘

’
For circumcision 

verily profiteth, if thou keep The Law: 
but if thou be a breaker of The Law, thy 
circumcision is made un-circumcision. 

     Therefore if the un-circumcision keep 
The Righteousness of The Law, shall not 
his un-circumcision be counted for 

circumcision? 
      And shall not un-circumcision which is 
by nature, if it Fulfill The Law, judge 
thee, who by the letter and circumcision 
dost transgress the law? 

       For he is not a Jew, which is one 

outwardly; neither [is that] circumcision, 
which is outward in the flesh: 

       But he [is] a Jew, which is one inward-
ly; and circumcision [is that] of The 
Heart, in The Spirit, [and] not in The 
Letter; whose Praise [is] not of men, but 
of God’. 
     This is identifying God’s People. Man 
cannot  make  it under The Law, so he has to  
have The Power of Righteousness-The Spirit 
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of The Law to make it.   
     We know that Judea is ‘The Jews’. Israel 
are ‘The Gentiles’. We all must Come back 
Together. This is reason that John The 
Baptist Comes today. To bring a Warning to 
The People and to Bring them together into 
One Fold, The Lord’s Bride. 
     We MUST all hold on to The Rod of 
Iron. Faith comes by Reading The Word. If  
you don’t have The Word, then you need to 
get The Books out and Study them! 
    Remember the Song, ‘I Come To The 
Garden of Prayer’? It says they came to The 
Garden while the due is still on the roses. 
That means that they came to The Garden 
early in the morning with Jesus. 
     Message 34:6, ‘Hasten, ye sons of Levi, 

Hasten to your Calling. Remember your 
Ancient Choosing, Calling and Promise of  
your Lord. Let not My Work suffer 

because of unbelief, but Arise and Go 
Forth in The Strength of The Lord, for 
Love is your Work. Go in Faith. Bear ye 
The Fruits of My Spirit that there may be 
Order in My House, when many find it 
not elsewhere and look for Standards. Let 

The Church of Christ take Her Place with 
The Gospel of Love to Govern the feet of 
the weary and the wanderer.’ 
     Isaiah 35:8, ‘And an Highway shall be 

there, and a Way, and it shall be Called 
The way of Holiness; the unclean shall not 
pass over it; but it shall be for those: The 

Wayfaring men, though fools, shall not 
err therein’. 
     People are looking for ‘A Standard’. 
When The Lord speaks of ‘The Sons of 
Levi’, He is speaking of His Ministry. 
     Message 41:8, ‘Let all Come in by The 

Door and Humble themselves before God. 
For This is The Way that Leadeth to Life 
Eternal for all who Endure to The End.  
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Hold High The Standard of Truth, The 

Ensign of The Love of God for man; for 
The nations shall yet know His Voice and 
from them shall Come those that shall be 
His Bride in Very Deed. They shall be a 
Pure People.’ 
     Romans 8:11, ‘But if The Spirit of Him 

that Raised Up Jesus from The Dead 
dwell in you, He that Raised Up Christ 
from The Dead shall also Quicken your 
mortal bodies by His Spirit that Dwelleth 
in you’. 
     This is The Power of The Resurrection, 
The Greater Light Received of The Lord. 
     Message 45:33, ‘We were carried again 

to The Place on the top of the high 
mountain. I saw that Germany was no 
more; she had become divided, part of 
her going to America and part  joining 
with the armies of the man at Rome. 

Great Britain was also broken up never 
again to be united as an empire. Many 
sad hearts of the broken fragments joined 
with the people on American soil, becom-
ing One Nation in Purpose, Peace-ful and 
Full of Justice, Equality and Love. They 

were of all colors and kinds but all acted 
alike. Many of The Scandinavians came 
to The United States of America. Every-
one called America, ‘The Standard 
Nation’ because she had a Righteous 
Standard.’ 
     Message 52:23, ‘The Lord has seen The 

Humility of many and felt after them and 
Blessed their Work. Let all Pay their 
Oblations to The Lord that The Work 
may Move on. There are those that Obey 
His Law and are Blessed; so shall it be 
that Greater Peace will Come to them and 

they shall be Delivered when The Trying 
Times come.’ 
     Letter writings will always be effected by 
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our Relationship with The Lord. The Lord 
said that ‘Peace will come to those that 
Obey’. Peace us Doing The Truth. Do what 
you can to help The Work out if nothing 
more than to write a letter for ‘The Greater 
Light’ to encourage The People. 
          (Some discussion from The Priest-
hood Meeting this morning was mentioned.) 
     Closing Prayer by Brother Apostle Jairus 
Yates. 
  

Preaching Service 
2:00 p.m. 

 

     Service Opened by Brother Apostle 
Donald Thompson. Opening Song, ‘Trust In 
Jesus’ (Words by William A. Draves) 
Opening Prayer By Brother Apostle Donald 
Thompson. 
     Brother Thompson then introduced the 
speaker of the hour: Brother Apostle 
Richard Johnson of Iowa. 
 

      Praise The Lord, I greet you all in The 
Name of Jesus. 
    

Sermon Notes 
 

A WARNING TO ALL 

PEOPLE ON THE 

SECOND COMING OF 

CHRIST 
   

      Matthew 24:37, Jesus said: ‘As the days 

of Noah were, so shall also The Coming of 
The Son of man be’. 
      Message 1:5. ‘The Coming of Christ is 

near at hand and Christ will not Delay 
His Coming because of the unfaithfulness 

of the people’. 
    Message 3:2, ‘The Instruction is sent: to 
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 The Wise, a Warning; to The Sleeper, an 

Awakening; to The Wicked, destruction; 
but to The People of The Lord, a Message 
that Christ's Coming is near at hand’. 
     Message 11:3, ‘Go and take this 

Message that I have given you, for it is 
God's Message to the children of men; a 

Warning as in the days of Noah, for 
remember trying times are and will be 
upon the earth, men's Hearts failing them 
for fear because of things that are, and 
will be upon the earth’.  
     In Genesis 6:3, The Lord said, (to Noah) 
‘My Spirit shall not always strive with 

man, (This is important for us to understand 
our day being like Noah’s) for that he also 

is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred 
and twenty years;’   
     Message 16:1, ‘. . . You have seen that 

man is continually evil unless he is filled 

with The Spirit of God, and as it was in the 
days of Noah, so it is now, The Warning 
has Come . . .’  (See Roman 8:1-14 
concerning flesh versus Spirit) 

     Me        Message 85:17-18, ‘Mankind has been 

scattered abroad, and the earth, She is 
defiled, it is empty. (Empty of The True 
Soul Saving Power of The Holy Spirit)  And 

it shall be, as with The People, so with 
they that Teach, until now, until now I 
Come, The Priest, as with The Servant, so 
with they The Master.  Those that labor, 
lend and borrow as though they were one.  

   All alike, all faileth and are empty, 
because of sin and transgression, 

changing The Ordinances and Destroying 

The Teaching of The Lord’s Covenant. 
The Teaching of My Coming and 
Proclaiming of The Hour of God’s 

Judgment  has  Come,  The  Time  of  The  
End, The End Time, The Lord’s Return 
in like Manner as He Ascended’. 
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     With The Warning for us God Restored 
His Way of True Worship and Covenant 
with The Power of The Holy Spirit as our 
day became like Noah’s Fulfilling The 
Prophecies. 
      Malachi 4:5-6, ‘ Behold, I will send you 

Elijah The Prophet before The Coming of 

The Great and Dreadful Day of The 
Lord: 
      And He shall Turn The Heart of The 
Fathers to the children, and The Heart of 
The Children to their fathers, lest I Come 
and Smite the earth with a Curse’. 
   Message 12:4, ‘Behold The Lord has 

Rejected all Creeds and Factions of men, 
who have gone away from The Word of 
The Lord and have become an 
abomination in His Sight, therefore, let 
those that Come to The Church of Christ 
be Baptized, that they may rid themselves 

of the traditions and sins of men; 
Preparing themselves, that they may be 
Fit and Worthy for The Spirit and Power 
of The Holy Ghost . . . and this must 
Come to all that shall be Permitted to 
Dwell in The Presence of Christ, for sin 

cannot Receive The Glory of God, nor 
The Power of The Holy Spirit’.         
      Message 106:18, ‘Thus Saith The 

Lord, `I will give you a New Heart and 
put a New Spirit within you, and you shall 
Walk in My Statutes.  I will put My Laws 
in your Minds.  The Holy Spirit pulls 

away from those who continually resist 
This Truth’.  
     John 14:17, ‘Even The Spirit of Truth; 

whom the world cannot Receive because 
they do not Receive or Know Him, but 
you Know Him; for He Dwelleth with you 

and shall be in you.’ 
     Genesis 6:5,  ‘And  God  Saw  that   the 

wickedness of man was great in the earth, 

Page 185 
 
and that every imagination of the 

thoughts of his Heart was only evil 
continually’. (See Matthew 15:19 concern-
ing man’s Heart) 
     Message 3:4, ‘. . . Behold this is a Day 

when the world with its greed for wealth 

and pleasure must be Warned as in the 

days of Noah.  Pride and Vanity have filled 

the Hearts of men and The Law of The 
Lord is Forgotten’. 
     Mark 7:21-23, ‘For from within, out of 

the Heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, 
adulteries, fornications, murders, 
      Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, 

deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blas-
phemy, pride, foolishness: 
     All these evil things come from within, 
and defile the man’. 
     Genesis 6:11-12, ‘The earth also was 

corrupt before God, and the earth was 

filled with violence.  And God Looked 
upon the earth, and, Behold, it was 
corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted His 
Way upon the earth’.  
     Isaiah 24:4-6 ‘Man has again corrupted 
The Lord’s Way’. (Especially 1-6 and 23) 
     The earth also is defiled under the 
inhabitants thereof; because they have 

transgressed The Laws, changed The 

Ordinance, broken The Everlasting 
Ccovenant. (See earlier quote from Message 
85:17-18) 
     Therefore hath The Curse devoured 

the earth, and they that dwell therein are 
desolate: therefore the inhabitants of the 
earth are burned, and few men left’. 
(See earlier quote from Malachi 4:5-6) 
     Corrupt’ is ‘to decay, to ruin, to cast off, 
corrupt, destroy, to mar, to spoil, to be 
utterly wasted.’  
     ‘Violence’ is ‘to be violent, to maltreat, to 
shake   off,   to   violate,   to   do   wrong   or 
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imagine wrongfully, to damage, to be 
unrighteous.’ 
     ‘Flesh’ is by extension, ‘body,’ or 
‘person.’  Euphemistically it can mean ‘a 
man.’  In The Hebrew it is used exclusively 
to mean mankind, or people.  
      In Noah’s day the earth was filled with 
the unrighteousness of men (flesh) that had 
destroyed and utterly wasted The Way of 
The Lord. Today we see this same violence 
and corruption again filling the world as 
described in Romans 1:20-32 until few resist 
accepting it without The Power and Work of 
The Holy Spirit.  
     The sins and abominations of man have 
long been present in the secular world but 
when they become acceptable even among 
those who say they Love The Lord with 
churches that have a Form of Godliness but 
deny The Power thereof, a new stage is 

reached in the progress of evil as in Noah’s 
day.  God’s Boundaries are Overstepped and 
The Lord Intervenes rejecting man’s way for 
the sake of The Truth. 
     Noah’s day was a day of the gathering 
storm and it was not long after the storm 
broke that the whole ancient world was 
carried away by The Flood. The Lord has 
used Noah’s and Lot’s days as Examples for 
us to see and recognize this evil and Seek 
Safety and Deliverance. 
     Luke 17:27-30, ‘They did eat, they 

drank, they married wives, they were 
given in marriage, until the day that Noah 
entered into The Ark, and The Flood 
came, and destroyed them all. (While The 
Ark was Preparing and its Door stood open 
before them until Lord Closed It. (1Peter 
3:20 and Message 84:23 and see Message 
37:7)  Even now, The Great Power of Peace 
and  Deliverance  is  Coming   and  at Work,  
yea,  even  till  The  Bridegroom Comes and 
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The Door is Shut) 
      Likewise also as it was in the days of 
Lot; they did eat, they drank, they 
bought, they sold, they planted, they 
builded; 
      But the same day that Lot went out of 
Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from 

Heaven, and destroyed them all. 
      Even thus shall it be in the day when 
The Son of man is Revealed’. 
      It would seem to those Living then and 
now that there was nothing to be concerned 
about because Life was going on just as 
usual but being blinded and no longer 
fearing God. They were carnally minded 
having pleasure in all manner of unright-
eousness and wickedness.  
      Peter also warned us: 2 Peter 3:3-4, 
‘Knowing this first, that there shall come 
in the last days scoffers, walking after 

their own lusts.  
      And saying, where is The Promise of 
His Coming? For since the fathers fell 

asleep, all things continue as they were 
from The Beginning of The Creation’.  
      Deuteronomy 4:8-9, (Moses spoke to 
Israel). ‘And what nation is there so great, 

that hath statutes and judgments so 
Righteous as all This Law, which I set 
before you this day?; 
       Only take Heed to thyself, and keep 
thy Soul Diligently, lest thou forget the 
things which thine eyes have seen, and lest 

they depart from thy Heart all the days of 
thy Life: but Teach them thy sons, and 
thy sons’ sons’; 
     Paul also warned us: 2 Timothy 3:1-5, 
‘This know also, that in the last days 
perilous times shall Come. 

       For men shall be lovers of their own 
selves,  covetous,  boasters,   proud,   blas- 
phemers,   disobedient   to   parents,    un- 



August-December, 2013 
 
thankful, unholy, 

       Without natural affection, truce-
breakers, false accusers, incontinent, 
fierce, despisers of those that are Good, 
       Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers 
of pleasures more than Lovers of God; 
       Having a Form of Godliness, but 

denying The Power thereof: from such 
turn away’. 
      You must be Watching for The Signs 
and Warnings The Lord Promised and not 
fall asleep like those Paul Warned us about.  
 2 Peter 2:5-6, ‘And (God) spared not the 

old world, but Saved Noah the eighth 

person, a Preacher of Righteousness, 
bring-ing in The Flood upon the world of 
the ungodly; 
     And turning the cities of Sodom and 
Gomorrha into ashes condemned them 
with an overthrow, making them an 

ensample unto those that after should live 
ungodly thereafter’; 
    Jude also Warned and Exhorted the early 
Church to Protect what was Delivered to 
them Concerning their Faith and Salvation 
in 1:1-7.  ‘He set forth the same examples 

of the ungodly turning from The Way of 
The Lord into unbelief and abominations 
bringing condemnation and judgment in 
The Great Day of The Lord’. 
     2 Thessalonians 2:3, (Concerning The 
Coming of The Lord and our being gathered 
unto Him.) ‘Let no man deceive you by 

any means: for that day shall not come, 
except there come a falling away first, and 
that man of sin be revealed, the son of 
perdition’; 
      There was the rejection of Divine 
Revelation found in The Preaching of Noah 
when only eight souls Believed God’s 
Words of Warning.  Man can become 
morally  reprobate  beyond  the  point  of  no  
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return. When flesh reaches the level of 
unrighteousness of his day it precipitates the 
change that precludes The Work of The 
Holy Spirit. 
     Romans 1-28, ‘And even as they did not 

like to Retain God in their Knowledge, 
God gave them over to a reprobate mind, 

to do those things which are not 
convenient’; (not proper or appropriate) 
(See Message  88:12) 
     Here is the quick history of The 
Warnings then and now. God sent Noah to 
Warn of The Coming Destruction and 
Prepared A Way of Deliverance with The 
Ark for the generation of Noah and His 
family who was Righteous before The Lord 
and made a Covenant with Him;  
      Genesis 6:18-22, The clear implication is 
that Noah and his sons would be Saved.  
Genesis 5:34 notes that Noah was 500 years 
old when he begat his three sons, while 
Genesis 7:6 says that Noah was 600 years 
old when The Flood came.  
     God Specifically Prophesies that the 
wives of Noah’s three sons would be Saved 
aboard The Ark. We know it took some time 
for all three boys to grow up and get 
married! All three boys were not born at the 
same time:  
     Genesis 10:21 tells us that Japheth was 
the elder of Noah’s sons. He would have 
been born when Noah was 500 and Genesis 
11:10 tells us Shem begat Arphaxad 2 years 
after The Flood and that Shem was 100 
years old at that time.  
     If you do the math it means Shem was 
born 2 years after Japheth.  The point being: 
It would appear that it took Noah something 
less than 100 years to build The ark after 
The Lord Established his Covenant with him 
and his sons and their wives and he did 
According  to  all that God Commanded him  
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while its Door was Open to those who 
would Believe before God Closed it. 
     God sent Angels to Sodom to Deliver Lot 
who lived among them and whose Righteous 
Soul was vexed from day to day by their 
unlawful deeds and the filthy conversation 
of the wicked and Delivered him and two of 
his daughters to a Place of Safety.  
     God has sent His Angel in our day with 
The Warning of The Coming of our Savior 
and has Prepared a Way of Deliverance 
from The Coming Indignation for those who 
will Believe His Words and become His 
Bride with an Extra Unction of The Holy 
Spirit.  
     The Warning and The Midnight Cry was 
First Given on June 12 1927 making it 86 
years this month. 
     Message 4:4, ‘The abominations will 

flourish until God will Send His Angels to 

Reap The Harvest of the wicked and 
satan will be bound’. 
     Message 22:8, ‘Some will say, `How 

shall I know that this is of God?’  Have you 

not read The Prophets of old?  Did Jesus 

not tell you of these times that you see?   

For The Lord has Spoken and Sent me 
with The Message as in the days of 
Noah.   Will you Heed His words?  Or will 

you Reject it as in the days of old? 
     Message 88:12, ‘. . . They wrest The 

Word and say The Lord Hasten or 
Delayeth His Coming.  However, The 

Lord shall Come as His Plan Folds into 
Being and Action and the necessary evils 
try the people, Testing their Faith, to 
determine if they be The Lord’s Chosen, 
Tried and Faithful, or will fall with the 
evil one.  Yet they say they Love The 
Lord’.                                                         
     Message 69:4, ‘. . . This is The Closing 

Hour-The Warning is Sent and  to all that  
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Hear, Life Everlasting, but to them that 

mock and scorn, woe! Woe! Woe! And 
sad will be their end.  Behold I have 
Spoken.’ 
     Message 74:4, ‘. . . Evil will grow worse 

and worse among the ungodly.  Hearts 
will be sad until few will have Faith in 

The Gospel of Christ.  Mockery shall be 
among men, but The Truth shall go on to 
its mission. We must open our eyes to His 
Warnings even if others around us do not 
or we will also fail and fall’. 
     Message 28:4, ‘Come out of her ye that 

Seek Truth, for My Word is Truth and 

My Law Changes not.  Christ will Come 
to His Own, and His Church, that is again 
Established as in the days of old.  There is 
no other Way than Christ’s Way. There is 
no church but His Church; all others are 
the works of men’. 
     Message 90:18-19, ‘As it was in the 

days of Noah, the doubter, the dis-
obedient, the sinner were all taken away 
in their unbelief. 

     Does not The Revelation say that I 

Come with The Everlasting Gospel, to 

Preach to them that Dwell upon the earth?  

Who is man that claimeth to have more 

than this?’  
     Revelation 18:4, ‘And I heard another 

Voice from Heaven, saying, Come out of 
her, My People, that ye be not partakers 
of her sins, and that ye Receive not of her 

plagues’. 
  Picture Noah Preaching for years and 
people saying don’t let him scare you for 
everything has continued just as it has been 
since the beginning.  Life goes on from day 
to day and nothing will come of these 
Warnings. 
     The same philosophy greets us today, not 
only  in  the  secular  world  but especially in  
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The Religious World, where we are told that 
we can only look at our age as a fixed or a 
closed era and there can be no present day 
Divine Revelation or Intervention in human 
society.  
      Message 108:6, ‘It is mankind that has 

created stumbling blocks, failing to grasp 
The Truth and has ruined the Lives of 
many, destroying The Plan of God to 
make it of none effect among men’.           
     Matthew 24:48-51, ‘But and if that evil 

servant shall say in his heart, My Lord 

delayeth His Coming; 
     And shall begin to smite (abuse with 
words or make light of) his fellow servants, 

and to eat and drink with the drunken 
(with their own greatness);  
     The Lord of that servant shall come in 
a day when he looketh not for him, and in 

an hour that he is not aware of,  
     And shall cut him asunder, and 
appoint him his portion with the hypo-
crites: there shall be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth’. 
     They say it is vanity (worthless, trivial, or 
pointless) to Serve God and besides that 
what does it Profit us. 
     Malachi 3:15, ‘And now we call the 

proud happy; yea, they that work wicked-
ness are set up; yea, they that tempt God 
are even delivered’. (Their vain imagina-
tions deceive them.) 
      Message 46:10, ‘Blessed are The Meek 

and all those that Consecrate themselves 
unto Me. I will be with them,’ Saith your 
Lord, `and Stand you in Holy Places, Pro-
tecting you when The Great Indignation 
Cometh.  You shall be Called Mine when 

I make up My Jewels’. 
     Malachi 3:16-18, ‘Then they that feared 

The LORD spake often one to another: 
      And The LORD Hearkened, and Heard 
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it, and A Book of Remembrance was 
Written before him for them that Feared 
The LORD, and that thought upon His 
Name. 
    

 
And they shall be Mine, Saith The 

LORD of Hosts, in that day when I Make 

up My Jewels; and I will Spare them, as a 
man spareth his own son that serveth 
him.

 
Then shall ye Return, and Discern 

between The Righteous and the wicked, 
between him that Serveth God and him 
that serveth Him not’. 
      Amen! Thank you for listening. 
       Closing Song, a Special by Sister 
Marriana Johnson and Sister Kristie 
Johnson, ‘My Redeemer Is Nigh’. Closing 
Prayer  by  Brother Apostle Donald 
Thompson. 
      

Testimony Service 

3:30 p.m. 
Apostle Donald Thompson 

Missouri 

Apostle Richard Johnson 

Iowa 
 

      Services opened with Prayer by Brother 
Apostle Richard Johnson. Opening Song, 
‘Precious Lord Take My Hand’.  
Donald Thompson, Missouri: When Sister 
Marianna Johnson and Sister Kristi Johnson 
sing together, it is beautiful. I do appreciate 
them as I am sure we all do. When we pass 
The Sacrament, something is missing, and 
that is Brother Apostle Mervyn Johnson 
playing the organ while The Emblems are 
passed.  I Love The Lord. I want to do my 
nest for The Lord. I want to keep myself 
from shutting down and do nothing. I Love 
you all. 
Jairus Yates, Missouri: I am going to leave 
today  by  four.  My job is being a counselor 
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for  children.   My  son  still sleeps with us. I 
hope to have him out by the time he has a 
smustash. Every night I put Oil on his head 
and Pray.  One night I forgot and he spoke 
out, ‘Will somebody Pray for me!’ It is 
important that we bring up our children in 
the way they should go. I Pray that I won’t 
hinder his walk. I Pray for The Lord to place 
a hedge around him to protect him. I have a 
Great Love for The Lord and for The Work.  
Please Pray for me and my family. 
Richard Johnson, Iowa: The Lord said that 
He would turn the hearts of the fathers to the 
children and the hearts of the children to the 
fathers.  The Messenger says that parents 
will disown their children and the children 
will disown their parents. It is most 
important that we raise our children in The 
Lord so that the evils of the world will not 
drag them down. 
Kristie Johnson, Missouri: Brother Matt, I 
have been thinking about you. Without 
going into details, I want you to know that 
raising a son is not always fun. Prayer has 
gotten us through. There is so much going 
on in the world, it can be hard in raising our 
children. Kids are confused, schools are 
unsafe, friends are good and some bad. We 
must Pray for every family and for our own. 
Carrie Ramey, Missouri: Talking about 
children, we have to make a lot of decisions 
for them, specially when they think they 
know all the answers. It seems like when 
things are going so well, something happens 
to mess things up. Please Pray for us. It 
always seems like we can’t ever get to the 
place we need to be. 
Leonard Draves, Missouri: I am always 
Thankful to be in The House of The Lord 
and I Love each Assembly. God has Blessed 
us all so very much. I Love the Song, 
‘Precious Lord,  Take  My  Hand’.  It’s  like 
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Praying  in  Song.  The  Lord has Blessed us  
with a new home that has no stairs. 
Something my wife, Ellen, needed. Our 
daughter Ruby bought the home. It’s a 
beautiful large ranch home. Ellen and I have 
the main floor and Ruby has a three 
bedroom home in the basement. Our daugh-
ter Joy Ellen and her husband Branden is 
home from New York, as Branden is now 
out of the Army. He still is in need of 
surgery on his legs and they will be staying 
with us until his surgery is over and healed. I 
want you to know that we Love you all. 
Please Pray for us. 
Oladawn Thompson, Missouri: I want to 
remind everyone to hold our youth up in 
Prayer.  We need to Study The Word of God 
everyday: know The Scriptures and Stand up 
and Do The Lord’s Work. There is Power of 
God in The Blessed Oil.  I told you all be-
fore about a dream I had. I was at Dad’s 
home and there were people running all 
around the house saying to one another to 
find Brother Draves and kill him. We could 
see them from our windows but no one 
outside could see in at us. The Lord 
Protected my father from evil men. I thought 
of my children and how The Lord would 
Stand us in Holy Places when evil arises. 
We must be Obedient to The Word.  

Administrations 

      Brother Apostle Donald Thompson 
Administered The Holy Oil to several 
children assisted by Brother Apostle Richard 
Johnson. Those Prayed for were: Joshua 
Skinner, Wyatt Greenwell and  Jason 

Jaitley. 
     Brother Apostle Richard Johnson Prayed 
for Chelee Greenwell and Jorden Green-
well with Brother Apostle Donald 
Thompson assisted. 
     Brother     Apostle    Donald    Thompson 
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Prayer  for  River  Thompson   assisted   by 
Brother Apostle Richard Johnson and 
Brother Bishop Matthew Thompson. 
    Closing Song, ‘What A Friend We Have 
In Jesus’. Closing Prayer by Brother Apostle 
Richard Johnson. 

 

Preaching Service 

7:00 p.m. 
 

    Services opened with Brother Apostle 
Richard Johnson. Opening Song, ‘Spirit Of 
God Like A Fire Burning’. Opening Prayer 
by Brother Apostle Richard Johnson. 
Special Song by Sister Kristie Johnson. 
     Brother Apostle  Richard Johnson then 
introduced the Speaker of the evening, 
Brother Bishop Reece Johnson. 
 

     I am Thankful for being here tonight. It 
has been a year since I have spoken. I Pray 
that what I have to say will bring you 
Encouragement in The Work. 
 

Sermon Notes 

Bishop Reece Johnson 
Missouri 

 

(No Notes Provided) 
 

     Closing Prayer by Brother Apostle 
Leonard Draves. 
      

Wednesday, June 26, 

2013 
Priesthood Meeting 

10:30 a.m. 
Apostle Leoonard H. Draves 

Missouri 
 

     Meeting opened with Brother Apostle 
Leonard Draves with Prayer. 
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(Continued from Tuesday’s Lesson) 

‘Belief and Faith’. 
 

THE LAYING ON OF HANDS 
  

      Following The Performance of Baptism 
we have The Ordinance of The Laying on of 
Hands by The Ministry for The Gift of The 
Holy Ghost, or The Birth of The Spirit, that 
ever abiding Comforter; thus bringing God’s 
Plan to Fulfillment, without which no man 
may enter The Church or Kingdom of God.  
This Ordinance is equally as important in 
The Church of Christ With The Elijah 
Message, The Assured Way of The Lord  as 
is Baptism by Immersion for The Remission 
of sins.  
     One may enter some church, kingdom, 
creed, or society of man without The Birth 
of The Spirit, but by no means may one 
enter The Kingdom of God without it.  If 
The Birth of The Water Requires Obedience 
to an Ordinance of God, why should not The 
Birth of The Spirit necessitate Obedience to 
an Ordinance in Compliance with The 
Written Word of God?  To suppose The 
Birth of The Spirit may be Obtained in any 
haphazard way is just as ridiculous as to 
suppose one may be Baptized in any way he 
chooses. 
      The Kingdom of God is a Kingdom of 
Order and The Law of The Kingdom is The 
Gospel.  God gave that Law that man might 
be Saved through Obedience to it. 
      Acts 8:17-18, ‘Then laid they their 

Hands on them, and they Received The 

Holy Ghost.  And when Simon saw that 

through Laying on of The Apostles’ Hands 

The Holy Ghost was Given, he offered 
them money.’   
        Acts 19:6, ‘And when Paul had laid 

his  Hands  upon  them,   The  Holy   Ghost  
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came on them; and they Spake with 

Tongues and Prophesied.’  
      By these Scriptures you see that The 
Laying on of Hands was practiced by The 
Servants of Christ for The Bestowal of The 
Holy Ghost.  Nowhere do we find a 
Command for any other methods for The 
Giving of The Gift of The Holy Ghost. 
       It is one of The Principles of The 
Gospel and surely one cannot do without the 
very Principle Things of salvation. 
      Hebrews 6:1- 2, ‘Therefore leaving The 

Principles of The Doctrine of Christ, let us 

go on unto Perfection; not laying again 

The Foundation of Repentance from dead 

works, and of Faith toward God, of The 

Doctrine of Baptism, and of Laying on of 

Hands, and of Resurrection of the dead 

and of Eternal Judgment.’   
       Baptism and The Laying on of Hands 
are here placed by Paul as The Very Central 
Pillars in The Gospel of Christ.  On the one 
side stand Repentance and Faith; and on the 
other, The  Resurrection and The Judgment.  
If The Center Pillars are unnecessary so also 
are the ones that support them on either 
hand. 
       The Ordinance of The Laying on of 
Hands is also practiced in The Church of 
Christ With The Elijah Message, The 
Assured Way of The Lord for The Blessing 
of little children, for The Healing of The 
Sick, and for The Ordination of those Called 
of God to The Ministry. 
       Ananias was sent to Saul:  (Acts 9:17) 
‘And putting his Hands on him said, 

Brother Saul, The Lord, even Jesus that 

Appeared unto thee in the way as thou 

camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest 

Receive thy sight, and be Filled with The 
Holy Ghost.’   
 

FOR THE BLESSING OF  
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LITTLE CHILDREN 
  

        Mark 10:16, ‘And he took them up in 

his arms, put his Hands upon them and 

Blessed them.’   
      Matthew 19:14-15, ‘Suffer little child-

ren, and forbid them not, to come unto 

Me:  for of such is The Kingdom of 

Heaven.  And He Laid His Hands on them, 

and departed thence.’ 
      Christ laid His Hands on little children 
and Blessed them, but never did He or His 
Disciples Baptize them. 
      Mark 16:16, (God never authorized such 
a practice). ‘Baptism is for those who 

Believe’. 
     Isaiah 8:20, ‘To The Law and to The 

Testimony: if they speak not According to 

this Word, it is because there is no Light in 

them.’   
      Let us see that our Belief and Teaching 
are in Accord with The Word of God. 
  

FOR THE SICK 
  

     Mark 16:18, ‘They shall lay Hands on 

The Sick and they shall Recover.’   
      Luke 4:40, ‘And He laid his Hands on 

every one of them and Healed them.’   
      Acts 5:12, ‘And by The Hands of The 

Apostles were many Signs and Wonders 
wrought among the people’.   
      Acts 28:8, ‘To whom Paul entered in, 

and Prayed, and laid his Hands on him, 

and Healed him.’   
     James 5:14-15), ‘Is any sick among 

you?  Let him call for The Elders of The 

Church; and let them Pray over him, 

Anointing him with Oil in The Name of 

The Lord; and The Prayer of Faith shall 

save The Sick, and The Lord shall Raise 
him up.’   
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      The Laying on of Hands is just as 
Sacred an Ordinance as any other given by 
God.  Then why not Believe and Obey it? 
       This Sacred Ordinance was also used in 
The Church of Chris With The Elijah 
Message The Assured Way of The Lord for 
Ordination of His Ministry, as the following 
Scripture shows:  
       Acts 13:2-3, ‘As they Ministered to The 

Lord and Fasted, The Holy Ghost said, 

Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the 

work whereunto I have Called them.  And 

when they had Fasted and Prayed they 

Laid their Hands on them, and sent them 

away.’ 
       A Ministry Called by The Holy Ghost 
and Ordained by The Power of God through 
The Ordinance he has Instituted and Placed 
in His Church, is not only Pleasing to God 
but Profitable to us in Obtaining Salvation; 
for ‘he whom God hath Sent Speaketh The 

Words of God.’  (John 3:34) 
       May God Bless the Reader with Belief 
and Faith to Obey The Gentle Call.  
      The Midnight Cry is Sounding!  The 
Second Coming of Christ is Near.  He has 
Sent His Messenger, John The Baptist, to 
Prepare The Way. 
        Romans 10:10, ‘For with The Heart 

man Believeth unto Righteousness; and 

with the mouth Confession is made unto 

Salvation’. 
     Often people confess but in their Heart 
they don’t Believe. 
     Message 113:7,  ‘May The People of 

The Lord take on New Courage, for He will 

give a New Heart to all that Hear and 

Come This Way of Authority and Deliver-

ance. The Servants of The Lord Speaking 

Kindly to all and to one another.’ 
     Hebrews 3:12, ‘Take Heed, brethren, 

lest  there  be in any of you an evil heart of    
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unbelief, in departing from The Living 

God’. 
    Deuteronomy 30:6, ‘And The LORD thy 

God will Circumcise thine Heart, and The 

Heart of thy seed, to Love The LORD thy 

God with all thine heart, and with all thy 

Soul, that thou mayest Live’. 
     Philippians 3:3, ‘For we are the circum-

cision, which Worship God in The Spirit, 

and Rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no 

confidence in the flesh’. 
     Isaiah 52:1, ‘Awake, Awake; put on thy 

Strength, O Zion; put on thy Beautiful 

Garments, O Jerusalem, The Holy City: for 

henceforth there shall no more come into 

thee the uncircumcised and the unclean’. 
      Leviticus 19:23, ‘And when ye shall 

come into the land, and shall have planted 

all manner of trees for food, then ye shall 

count The Fruit thereof as uncircumcised: 

three years shall it be as uncircumcised 

unto you: it shall not be eaten of.’ 
    Galatians 3:14, ‘That the blessing of 

Abraham might come on The Gentiles 

through Jesus Christ; that we might 

Receive The Promise of The Spirit through 

Faith’. 
     The Lord has Promised us a New Heart. 
Baptism is a Symbol of Obedience to The 
Word. Baptism falls under God’s Covenant.  
We are subject to The Spirit. We must be 
dead to sin. Grace comes through The Spirit 
of The Lord. 
     Romans 7:18, ‘For I know that in me 

(that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good 

thing: for to will is present with me; but 
how to perform that which is Good I find 

not’. 
     Romans 8:11, ‘But if The Spirit of him 

that Raised Up Jesus from The Dead Dwell 

in  you,  he that Raised Up Christ from The  

dead shall also Quicken your mortal bodies 
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by His Spirit that dwelleth in you’. 
     Remember that Jesus Showed us The 
Way. He was The Example. We MUST be 
in His Word so that He will be in us. 
     Closing Prayer by Brother Apostle 
Leonard H. Draves. 

 

Preaching Services 

1:00 p.m. 
 

     Services Opened by Prayer from Brother 
Apostle Leonard Draves. Opening song, a 
Special by River Thompson on the piano. 
Brother Apostle Leonard Draves then 
introduced the Speaker of the Hour, Brother 
Apostle Donald Thompson. 
 

Sermon Notes 
Trust The Lord, Obey Him 

Apostle Donald Thompson 

Missouri 
 

    I would like to Speak a bit on two little 
words, ‘I am’.  These two little words are 
strong words. They begin sentences such as 
a confessions, ‘I am sorry’ or an announce-
ments. Think about these words and how 
Powerful they can be. Such as ‘I am sorry 
for what I’ve said’ or ‘I AM Sorry for what I 
did’, or ‘I am sorry for my behavior.’ When 
these words are spoken from  your heart 
they heal. Not only you but those you have 
offended.  
      Sometimes you hear these two words 
used in a positive way such as, ‘I am a Good 
Person’,  OR, ‘I am a person of Integrity’. If 
we say these things long enough we just 
might start acting like it. For those of you 
who have a journal, if you write things about 
yourself positive, it might help you to be-
come  more  Positive  and  be  Inspirited and  
Encourage  you  to  be  that  kind  of  person 
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Then some might say, ‘I am what I eat’,  or 
‘what I drink’.  ‘I am what I watch and what 
play and listen to’ or ‘the things that are 
good’, I am Compassionate and Loving. I 
am a caring person . 
     Obviously these things most likely came 
for somebody else statement about you, but 
you get the idea that. Positive thinking can 
bring on positive Attitudes. 
      Jesus says, ‘I AM THE LIGHT OF 
THE WORLD’.  In The Gospel of John a 
wonderful story unfolds in chapter 8. It’s the 
story of a woman who has been caught in 
adultery and she’s drugged before Jesus. 
Jesus deals with her stone throwers and 
deals with her also. Saying to the stone 
throwers, ‘He that is without sin among 
you,  let him cast a stone at her.’ And 
again He stooped down and wrote on the 
ground and they which heard it being 
convicted by their own conscience went out 
one by one beginning at the eldest even unto 
the last. And Jesus was left alone with the 
woman standing in the mist. When Jesus had 
Lifted up Himself and saw none but the 
woman, He said unto her, ‘Woman where 

are those thine Accusers? Hath no man 
condemned thee?’ She said, ‘no man Lord, 
and Jesus said unto her,  ‘Go and sin No 

More.’   
     He begins with this wonderful ‘I AM’  
statement. He says, ‘I AM THE LIGHT 

OF THE WORLD; HE THAT FOL-

LOWETH ME SHALL NOT WALK IN 
DARKNESS/ BUT SHALL HAVE THE 
LIGHT OF LIFE’ (John 8:7-12).  
     When Jesus claimed to be The Light of 
The world , He was making a Claim to be 
The Messian Promised to Come for gener-
ations  when  He  made This Announcement  
‘I Am The light of The world’. He also 
said,  ‘I  Am  The  Messiah  Promised’. He  
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was saying, ‘I AM God in the flesh .  If you 
had known Me, you would have Known The 
Father and We are One’. Jesus says,  
Whoever follows Me are His Disciples, if ye 
continue in My Word then are ye My 
Disciples indeed. (John 8:31)  
    To follow Jesus in like being a Soldier 
who is following  His Commanding Officer 
(Isaiah 55:4).  
     If you are a True Follower, you will do 
everything your Captain says. You will 
Listen careful to Orders your Commander 
Tells you and then do exactly what He Says.  
You will show up for Duty and you will do 
what your Commander has Trained you to 
do. .  
      You have been Commissioned into 
Service, to Assist and to make Sure that 
everything is done Right, and to do this you 
must Read and Know what is Expected out 
of you. ‘Study The Three Books’ and ‘Know 
what’s in them.’ Follow The Written Words. 
Take time to Know your Commander 
Office, JESUS, through Prayer.  
     Think of yourself as our Savior and Lord 
Personal Attendant. You want to please 
Jesus in every way.  And make Sure you 
have everything needed to do The Job He is 
asking you to do.  Ask Him, ‘Is there any-
thing I can do today to Serve You?’ Then 
follow up by your Actions. 
     To be a Follower of Jesus is to Accept 
Personal Counsel: it means to really ‘Take 
Notice of The Written Words in The Holy 
Bible, The Record of The Nephites and The 
Word of the Lord, and to Apply our Lords 
Counsel to our Actions’. 
      It is Good to have quite time with The 
Lord. Read The Scriptures, Pray, Meditate 
on The Things of God, Attend  Worship Ser-
vices, find God’s Wise Counsel and Dis-
cern  God’s  Will  in  your  Life.   Heed   His  
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Spirit. God does Send Angels to Inspire our 
thoughts, take Counsel in what’s spoken to 
you in The Spirit or in The Word. We have 
people in our Lives that you can turn too for 
Godly Counsel as well, Sunday School 
Teachers, our Ministry, Relatives whose 
years of Experience and Walk with Christ 
have Seasoned Life to such an Extent that 
you Know God is Speaking through that 
person to you. When they give you Spiritual 
Advise, then follow it. 
     To Truly be a Follower of Christ means 
we ‘Obey The Law’ given in The  Scrip-
tures. We step up to a Higher Ground of 
Service to Him, to Follow Jesus means to 
‘Change your way of thinking’ because of 
The Scriptures or a Sermon Seasoned with 
The Spirit of God has Influenced your 
Actions.  
     You may have heard something that 
Convicted your Spirit and you made a 
Decision to Change you way of thinking or 
Living, it may not be The Speaker himself 
that Changed you but The Words from God 
that he Spoke that Whisper through his 
Words. 
      God’s Spirit that Influenced you at that 
moment, and you Repented of your sins, 
that’s the beginning of your Commitment. 
You made a Promise to take a Step Further 
with Christ, to Walk with Him and to be a 
True Follower of Christ and to Come into 
His Church and to be Part of His family, to 
be Baptized to Wash Away your sins and to 
Desire to Serve Him. This is The Beginning 
of a Wonderful Life with your Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ.  
     But you must Heed The Spirit of God 
that Stirred up things in your Heart, or what 
you Receive will soon grow dim, So step; up 
when Jesus Calls you in The Spirit. Don’t 
take  Him  Lightly,  and  when  this  is  done  
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your burdens will feel Lighter. Your Soul 
will Rejoice in that Great Love your Savior 
and Lord Jesus Christ long ago Sacrificed 
for you. Your senses will be Awaken to His 
Great Love and your Desire to Please him 
and to Help Prepare for His Coming to 
Claim His Bride will Swell within your Soul 
that you can not Contain it.  
      Be a Self Identifier as a Christian as 
Saints in God’s Army and a Member in The 
Church. A True Believer in ‘One who 
Strives to Obey The Written Words in every 
thing, not saying well this or that is not as 
important as something else but Consider 
The Gospel as a Whole and Strive to Obey 
in every thing, not picking or choosing or 
not saying that isn’t for this time as God 
Says’. His Words are the same yesterday 
today and forever. Be a True Follower of 
Christ. .   
      You can be a Member of The Church 
and not have met Christ face to face. In your 
mind you know The Work is True but yet 
you are still luke—warm. You want to do 
things your way and not Surrender your self 
Completely to Christ. This will stunt our 
Spiritual Growth. You will wither up and 
die. . 
     You must Know The  Lord and be a 
Good Solid Tree planted by The Waters to 
grow. You must Care for your Spiritual 
Growth and you got to take time to Feed 
your Soul to Study The Gospel to Pray and 
to be Quite and Know that God is ‘I AM.’   
     To be a True Follower of Christ is to be 
Obedience in all things. Christ Does Change 
your way of Life. It makes you see others in 
a different way. You cry for the unsaved, 
You want to reach out and help others to see 
This Marvelous Christ. We Serve The Lord 
God and Teach  His Wonderful Gospel. To 
tell  others  of  The  Words  given  from  our  
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Lord through John The Baptist. To see 
others fall in Love with our Lord and His 
Bride (The Church with The True Gospel). 
       Your heart pulls at you to bring others 
into This Way of The Lord and to Teach 
them The True meaning of The Love The 
Lord had for you and me. The day He took 
upon Himself such Suffering and such Pain 
for you and me even before we were born. 
He Loved us so much that He took upon 
Himself to Die so you and I can have Life 
Eternal with Him. Feel the depths of this! 
Take hold of what He did for us. Yield to 
His Love He has for you and Truly be Part 
of The Family of God. 
     Take hold of this Adoption, He so freely 
gave to us. (Romans8:15) 
    We Honor our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ this day for taking upon Himself to 
give us A Way Back to Him. It’s a choice, 
completely up to you and I, but freely given.  
     God has Protected you and I in Ways that 
we may never understand this side of 
Heaven. A Relationship with Jesus Christ 
our Lord and Savior. God, Himself, took 
upon flesh and Walk this earthly Life so He 
could Feel our Pain and then Suffered and 
Died to take our sins away, given us a 
change to Come Back into His Grace.  
     This day let us Rejoice in our Lord and 
Savior as we take The Sacrament. Let’s 
Renew and Review our Relationship with 
Jesus Christ and Repent of our sins and be 
Strengthen in The Word to where we Rise 
up and walk a little Closer to Christ and we 
Obey His will. Learn to Love each other in 
the same Love that Christ loves us.  
       Jesus says, ‘I Am The Light of The 
World,’ then he quickly said, ‘You are The 

Light of The World’  (His Followers). 
What a Great Challenge that is for each of 
us  ‘You are The Light of The World’.  
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     A city situated on a hill cannot be hidden 
. . . Let your Light Shine before men, so that 
they may see your Good Works and give 
Glory to your Father in Heaven. Let’s be a 
Life—Given Source in our Community 
where ever we are. Let’s not hide what God 
has given us, but Share it with others and let 
our Actions always be Faithful to our Lord 
and His Church.  
     I will end this with a verse from Message 
108, ‘Let mankind Respect The Lord 

Christ and Honor Him; His Sacrifice on 
The Cross and Resurrection, Bearing the 
sins of all that will Come unto Him and 

Receive Deliverance and Salvation’.  
     Closing Song by Kristie Johnson. 
Closing Pray by Brother Apostle Leonard 
Draves. 
      

Preaching Services 

2:00 p.m. 
 

    Services Opened with Prayer by Brother 
Apostle Leonard Draves. Opening song, 
‘Where He Leads I’ll Follow’. Kristie 
Johnson chorister. Brother Apostle Leonard 
Draves then introduced the Speaker of the 
Hour, Brother Elder Richard Sega of  
California.  
 

Sermon Notes 
(Notes given in parts, as no notes were submitted.) 

 

     The Lord reformed His Church from The 
Old to The New Testament. But this 
dispensation The Church was not reformed 
but Restored. Evil men changed The Word 
and The Pattern of The Church, even today. 
Their message is to go to Church and do 
nothing as they teach Once Saved always 
Saved. 

The Lord has Restored His Church, but it 
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is man that has changed The Order of The 
Church. The Lord teaches to Repent, be 
Baptized, and Receive The Holy Ghost. 
With a Determination to Serve The Lord, 
men must Believe in Heart and in Attitude. 
     Jesus came to set free the captive, but 
was hated by men and they did to Him what 
they so desired. Men, today, is doing the 
same thing. They seek to make new offices 
into The Church. They put one little Truth 
into their Message to get much evil across to 
the people. Jesus told His Disciples to go 
and sell all they have and give to the poor 
and to go Preach The Gospel. Men today 
Refuse to Teach The Gospel and only 
Preach what the people wants to hear so that 
they will give their all to them. 
     Companies today are the same. They 
refuse to pay wages to the people that 
deserve it, but only want to give minimum 
wages with no benefits.  People work for 
two hours just to buy two gallons of gas. 
This is wrong. Just as The Lord told the 
woman that was going to be stoned, to go 
and sin no more. Those that Preach in the 
Churches today will not Preach this concept. 
They want to keep the people happy and let 
them do what they want so that when they 
come to Church they are willing to give 
more money. The Gospel means nothing to 
them, only how much money they can get. 
     You will not find Righteousness any-
where but in This Church. The world will 
have to conform to This Church. The Lord’s 
Kingdom will fill the whole earth and will 
start at The Temple Doors. It will be men’s 
attitude that will separate them from The 
Lord. Remember in Message Twelve when 
The Lord said that He will reject all factions 
and creeds not of The Lord. He told the 
people then to Repent and  be  Baptized, and  
they  told  The  Lord  ‘NO’. Such an attitude 
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brought destruction to them and they fell 
from The Grace of God. 
     The Lord wants a Humble People, men 
and women that will Serve The Lord and to 
do all they can in Service to The Lord, to be 
Full of Love. The Lord said that The Way is 
Straight and few be that finds it. 
     I also would like to something on Paying 
Tithes. It is a Commandment of The Lord. 
We suffer when we do not pay. This Work 
can not move forward unless we give to The 
Lord.  A few Saints cannot carry the load for 
long. Be Honest with yourself. Pay what you 
should. Pay Loving The Lord. The Lord tells 
us that we Destine our own Destiny.  It is 
our choice. The Pattern is laid out. Are you 
going to be Part of it or not. Some says one 
thing and do another. I have heard people 
say when I see something being done I will 
pay my Tithes, but The Truth is nothing can 
be done unless we pay our Tithes. Let us all 
do our part so that this Work can be done. 
      May we all be with The Lord. Pray for 
me and my family. 
     Closing song, ‘Precious Lord, Take My 
Hand’. Closing Prayer by Brother Apostle 
Leonard H. Draves. 

 

Music And Praise 

3:30 p.m. 
Brother Bishop Matthew Thompson 

Missouri 

 

      Services opened with Prayer by Brother 
Bishop Matthew Thompson. 
     Many Blessed Songs were sung. Those 
songs being sung were: ‘Higher Ground’, 
‘The Old, Old Path’, ‘The Church is One 
Foundation’, ‘How Great Thy Art’, ‘Count 
Your Many Blessings’, ‘Take Time To Be 
Holy’, ‘He Lives’, and ‘Each Step I Take’.  
     Brother  Elder  Richard  Sega  played two 
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Specials on his guitar.  
     Closing Prayer by Brother Bishop 
Matthew Thompson. 
 

Prayer and Testimony 
4:30 p.m. 

Brother Bishop Matthew Thompson 

Missouri 
 

      Services opened with Prayer by Brother 
Bishop Matthew Thompson. 
     Matthew Thompson, Missouri: I would 
like to say a few words. I am Thankful for 
being here today to Serve The Lord. I am 
Thankful for all of you and for you being 
here also. The Lord said if only one person 
shows up, it counts. Please Pray for me and 
my wife and son. God Bless. 
Nawassa Greenwell, Missouri : My father 
said that we should pay our Tithes off the 
top when we get paid. We never were in 
need. Mother always put The Lord first in 
paying Tithes. Pray for Mike and my family. 
Our son Colton sends his Love to all. I am 
so Thankful that The Lord made it possible 
for me to be here this Assembly. Please Pray 
for Zack and for Leat. God Bless you all. 
Kristie Johnson, Missouri:  I have grown 
up in the RLDS Church. There were a lot of 
people. I feel closer to God every day. 
Thresa texted me and asked me to help this 
year with the children. I wasn’t sure if I had 
it in me to work with children. Its been a 
long time since I had anything to do with 
children. I was Blessed in helping with the 
children. The Lord gives us Precious Gifts. 
Oladawn Thompson, Missouri: The little 
Children are Precious. Some needs extra 
attentions, but it is a Blessing. 
Donald Thompson, Missouri: I have really 
enjoyed today Services. I want to Thank you 
 all for the songs and for Richard playing his 
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guitar.  Our  four  children are gaining on us. 
We now have grandkids, great grandkids. 
They are all Precious. I Love you all. 
     Closing Prayer by Brother Elder Richard 
Sega. 
 

Preaching Service 
Apostle Leonard H. Draves 

Apostle Donald Thompson 

Bishop Reece Johnson 

Missouri  
 

      Services Opened with Brother Apostle 
Donald Thompson with Prayer. Opening 
Song, ‘Trust And Obey’. 
     Brother Apostle Donald Thompson 
introduced the Speaker of the hour, Brother 
Apostle Leonard Draves. 
     Dear Ones, It is a Pleasure to be here 
with you all this evening. It has been a 
Wonderful Assembly filled with The Spirit 
of God. Though I am somewhat tired from 
the weeks agenda, I am sadden that our 
Assembly is coming to an end. I Trust that 
what I have to say this evening will bring 
you all Encouragement. 
 

Sermon Notes 
 

God Our Heavenly Father 
         Apostle Leonard H. Draves 

                        Missouri 
 

      Matthew 6: 24-33, ‘No man can serve 

two masters: for either he will hate one, 
and love the other; or else he will hold to 
the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot 
serve God and mammon. 
     Therefore, I say unto you, take no 
thought for your life, what ye shall eat or 

what he shall drink; nor yet for your 
body, what ye shall put on. Is not the Life 
more than meat, and the body than 
raiment? 
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     Behold  the  fowls  of  the  air:  for they 

sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather 
into barns; yet your Heavenly Father 
feedeth them. Are ye not much better 
than they? 
     Which of you by taking thought can 
add one cubit unto his stature? 

     And why take ye thought for raiment? 
Consider the lilies of the field, how they 
grow; they toil not, neither do they spin. 
     And yet I say unto you, that even 
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed 
like one of these. 
     Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass 

of the field, which today is, and to- 
morrow is cast into the oven,  shall He not  
much more clothe you, O ye of little 
Faith? 
     Therefore take no thought, saying, 
what shall I eat? Or, what shall we drink? 

Or, wherewithal shall we be clothed? 
     (For after all these things do the 
Gentiles seek☺☺☺☺ for your Heavenly Father 
knoweth that ye have need of all these 
things. 
     But seek ye first The Kingdom of God, 

and His Righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto you.’ 
     We as Christians knows that once we 
come to Christ it becomes our duty to serve 
only God. That we shall learn The Plan of 
God, accepting His very Design and to 
shape our lives by His Words. 
     God told us not to serve two masters, and 
to seek ye first The Kingdom of God. 
     When we fail to hear The Words and 
Will of God, we fall from His Grace. I say 
grace because the one tool that can and will 
keep us close to God is Prayer. 
     Message 102:11, ‘Knowledge cometh 

from  study  of The Books and Grace from  

Much  Prayer,   Salvation  by   Obedience, 



Page 200 

 
Deliverance by Endurance.’ 
     Message 86: 53, ‘Some try to serve The 

Lord standing afar off. Some fail to fully 
dedicate their lives to His Service- they 
seek to serve two masters. Until they meet 
The Lord face to face and repent of their 

error, they will not fully find Peace.’ 
     Once you have found The Lord and felt 
His Spirit-there is no Peace when you serve 
Him not. 
     Deliverance comes by Endurance. We 
can endure and will. But it is easier as 
people seek to work together and love one 
another (Message 86:44). 
     Message 86:47, ‘Fellowship not with 

those that twist  The Word  to thwart The  
Plan of God to justify their own evil 
means.’  
     Those that twist The Word of God to 
justify their own evil means serves two 
masters. They want to bring God down by 
raising themselves. This is True, yet very 
sad. 
     What makes men do this, one may ask. 
The answer is simple and found in Message 
86:35, ‘There will be those that cannot 

endure sound doctrine-they lift their 
hands against This Work. They set their 
face as steel to let The Words I bring to 
have their Way with the people. But keep 
ye This Way Sacred and The Lord will 
give you Faithful Ones to help in This 

Work.’ 
     Verse 36, ‘Some you have Trusted will 

walk no more with you, but many more 
will come.’ 
     It is sad when men fall from God. Never 
stop Praying! It keeps you close to God and 
in a Humble Spirit. Such a Spirit wants only 
to serve God as God wants and to always be 
found in God’s Will. With that desire, ‘to be 
in   His   Will’,   keeps   one   studying    and  
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learning His Plan, His Desires, and His 
Design. 
     It creates a Christian that wants only to 
raise God above all things and prominency 
seeking is not found. 
     God told us to ‘seek first The Kingdom of 
God.’ The desire to serve God brings one to 
the knowledge of The Bible. The Bible 
brings The Honest of Heart to the realization 
of The Forerunner, John the Baptist. Not 
only his mission of The First Coming of 
Christ but also of The Second. 
     The Bible, also brings The Honest of 
Heart to The Record of The Nephites. Thus 
giving one The Fullness of The Gospel, and 
the realization of God’s Church. 
     God’s Plan will not change to suit them 
that believe not, they must conform to His 
Will (Message 86:9). 
     Knowing God’s Will demands Prayer! 
Staying Humble and Open Minded demands 
much Prayer! Grace comes from much 
Prayer!  I would hope that all would keep 
themselves in a Prayerful Life with The 
Lord. Serving Him only at all times.  
     May God Bless you all. 

       

Sacrament Service 
Apostle Leonard Draves 

Apostle Donald Thompson 

Bishop Reece Johnson 

Missouri 

 
     Sacrament were Blessed by Brother 
Apostles Leonard Draves and Brother 
Apostle Donald Thompson. Emblems were 
passed by Brother  Bishop Reece Johnson. 
      Closing Song, ‘God Be With You Till We 
Meet Again’. 

 
 

Closing Remarks 
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      Brother Apostle Leonard Draves 
spoke about The Wonderful Blessings 
Received This Assembly and how Thankful 
he is for those that were able to Attend This 
Assembly. He wished The Congregation 
Well and Admonished them to Pray and 
Pray Often.  
     Brother Leonard Draves then asked his 
fellow Apostles if they wish to say a word to 
The Congregation. Brother Apostle Donald 
Thompson spoke of his Thankfulness and 
Blessings on The Congregation and Thank-
ing  The  Lord  of His Many Blessings.  
Bishop Matthew Thompson Thanked God 
for a Blessed Assembly and the People for 
Attending.  
     Closing Prayer by Brother Apostle 
Leonard Draves. 
 

AT CHRISTMAS 
 

     A man is at his finest toward the finish 

of the year. 

    He is almost what he should be when 

Christmas Season’s here. 

    Then he is thinking more of others that 

he is thought the months before; 

    And the laughter of his children is a Joy 

worth toiling for. 

    He is less a selfish creature than at any 

other time; 

    When The Christmas Spirit rules him he 

comes close to the sublime. 

    Man is ever in a struggle and he is oft 

misunderstood; 

    There are days the worst that is in him is 

the master of the good. 

    But ‘At Christmas’ kindness rules him 

and he puts himself aside; 

    And his petty hates are vanquished and 

his heart is opened wide. 
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   Oh, I do not know how to say it but 

somehow it seems to me; 

    That ‘At Christmas’ man is almost what 

God sent him here to be. 
 

My Christmas Prayer 
By Nat Olson 

Submitted by Ellen Draves 
Missouri 

 

     Dear Lord, my heart overflows with 
Thanks to You for all The Good Gifts You 
have given me. For friends and family who 
share their Love with me. For a future filled 
with Hope, because it rests in Your Hands. 
For Peace of Mind which goes beyond all 
my understanding. 
     How drab, how empty life would be 
without those Gifts! 
     And Dear Lord, accept my thanks for the 
tangible things of life. For a place to live, for 
transportation, for food, for finances and for 
all those other necessities of modern living. 
      Thank You, too, for those extra Gifts 
which go beyond necessity. For fun things 
and fancy things, for things that delight the 
mind and lift the heart. For all the beauty of 
Your Creation, I Thank You! 
     But most of all, Dear Lord, Thank You 
for coming to this earth, to Live, to Love, to 
Die, and Live again. 
     Thank You for becoming a man, closed 
in a Body that got tired and worn, 
understanding how I so often feel. Thank 
You for Promising that You are The Way, 
The Truth, and The Life. And that through 
receiving You, I may Live with You in Your 
House, content in Your Love forever. 
     In The Name of Jesus Christ, my Lord 
and my Savior, I pray. Amen! 
     11 Corinthians 9:15, ‘Thanks be unto 

God for His Unspeakable Gift.’ 
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The Spirit Of Christmas 
By William A Draves 

 

     The word ‘Spirit’ has many different 
meanings, to some it means Life or Soul, to 
others it is the feeling or motivating part of 
man’s mind. Many times the high school 
students interprets ‘Spirit’ as enthusiasm, 
loyalty, and vigor one has for his school. 
Another meaning is The True Intentions, the 
pervading or prevailing essential of an 
event. ‘The Spirit of Christmas’ also has 
many different interpretations to many 
people, we hope to present some of the 
meanings of ‘The Spirit of Christmas’ 
through song. 
     Christmas is a time to be happy, and have 
a ‘Holly Jolly Christmas’. Christmas is 
sitting before an open fire, girls dreaming of 
mistletoe and boys thinking of candy, 
popcorn and turkey. Christmas is a time of 
sharing and giving, a time to hear Christmas 
music, sing carols, and hear ‘The Christmas 
Bells’ rings. To the small ones, Santa Clause 
has become one of the prevailing meanings 
of Christmas; while others think of 
Christmas as a family time when everyone 
will be ‘Home for the Holidays’. 
     Yet when Christmas Eve rolls around 
many start to forget about the hustle and 
bustle of the Christmas Season, worrying 
about that certain gift for a certain person, 
and once again realize that  ‘True Intentions’  
or  ‘Real Meaning’ of   Christmas. Thoughts 
turn once again to ‘The Birth of The Christ 
Child’ and the surroundings of This 
Wondrous Happening. They recall that 
‘Holy Night’ in Bethlehem with ‘The Star  
Shining Bright’ over the stable behind The 
Inn, leading The Seekers to The Small Babe  
Lying in ‘The Manger’.  With this ‘Spirit of 
Christmas’  in  their  hearts and minds, they 
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Lying in ‘The Manger’.  With this ‘Spirit of 
Christmas’ in their hearts and minds, they 
many times try to form a Christmas Prayer 
to offer this small Child Named Jesus. 
Perhaps The True Spirit of Christmas could 
be summed up in a simply way by the 
children all over the world in words of 
Wihla Hutson’s famous Carol, which you 
have heard and can feel the warmth of by 
reviewing them. This is ‘The Spirit of 
Christmas” 
 

Some Children See Him 
Words by Wihla Hutson, Music by Alfred Burt 

 

     Some Children see Him lily white, The 
Baby Jesus born this night. Some Children 
see Him lily white, with tresses soft and fair. 
Some Children see Him bronzed and brown, 
The Lord of Heaven to earth come down. 
      Some Children see Him with dark and 
heavy hair. Some Children see Him almond-
eyed, This Savior whom we kneel beside, 
Some Children see Him dark as they, Sweet 
Mary’s Son to whom we Pray. 
     Some Children see Him as they, And, ah! 
They Love Him, too! The Children in each 
different place, Will see The Baby Jesus’ 
face-like theirs, But Bright and Heavenly 
Grace, and filled with Holy Light. O lay 
aside each earthly thing, And with thy heart 
as offering, Come worship now The Infant 
King, ‘Tis Love that’s born tonight! 

 

May you have a Merry Christmas and a 

Blessed New Year. 
 

CHRISTMAS TIME 
By  William A. Draves 

 

      Galatians 4:4, ‘But when the time had  

fully come, God sent forth His Son .  .  .’  
      Christmas  time - a  special  time  of   the 
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year – all over the world. 
      It is peculiar, in a way, to see the 
Christmas decorations in the stores in 
Tokyo, as well as in many other nations. 
One hundred fifty three Flags will wave one 
day over Christian nations. 
      Decorations are there, even though some 
are not yet Christian nations. 
      Each year, when November is over, 
much of the world gears up to or for the 
festival of Jesus' Birthday Celebration. He 
was born the 25th of the month in the warm 
growing season climate of Palestine. Eight 
days hence He was taken to The Temple to 
be registered as all other Hebrew babies 
were accustomed too. And some there gave 
Prophecy to His Position in the world. Thus, 
Render to Ceaser the things that are Caesar’s 
and to God the things which are God's. So 
this became the first day, first month, first 
year of date and time after Christ. We count 
it B.C. before Christ and A.D. after. Thus 
our calendar registers time from The Birth 
Registration of Christ. So each year, 
beginning at the start of the month in which 
He was Born we begin the celebration of His 
Birth. That is Christmas. 
      He came in The Meridian of time, four 
thousand years after Adam, and nearly 2000 
years  will  pass  ere  the  folding  in  of  The  
Millennium reign. The Day of Rest from the 
toil and sin tried time of mankind. 
      We like the time and season because we 
all sail into the celebration and respect of 
Good Will Towards All Mankind, in a 
Greater Love than at most times of the year. 
All alike we respect The Christ, as well as 
recognize His Death and Resurrection in 
keeping Sunday as our day of rest and 
Sabbath. 
      All men's natures are alike; it is their 
habits  that  carry  them  far  apart. ‘And His  
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Name shall be called. . . The Prince of 
Peace. . .’ Isaiah 9:6. Gift bearing, heart 
touching, joy bringing Christmas Day of 
grand memories, King of the year. He 
Teaches us to forget our own heartaches and 
ease others. 
      The fact that most of us celebrate 
Christmas like this, even some who do not 
consider themselves Christ's followers, show 
how much we are Creatures of Love. We all 
sail cheerfully into Christmas time 
appreciating Good Will towards all men. It 
is time when families get together. We need 
Christmas time to get reacquainted with our 
families, with mankind. Goodwill: Our 
attitude and actions speak louder than 
words. Life would be pretty dull without 
Christmas time, seeing Loved ones again in 
reunion, families, home, and Church 
members. 
      Thus all of us are affected by Christmas, 
by arranging our lives, or rearranging our 
attitudes toward mankind. Christ like, Love 
one another, bear each others burdens. If it is 
not the qualities of Jesus which compel us to 
engage in this annual round of Love, fun and 
games, it must be the sheer pressure of the 
time of the year itself. Yes, that must be it. 
The time itself has its own significance. 
And, when the time rolls  around once  more  
for us to get The Christmas Spirit, few of us 
can resist. That is not far wrong, actually, it 
is good. There is something very special 
about Christmas Time, God's Time of 
Remembrance, Praise and Love. 
      There are different kinds of time. 
Sometimes, when one of our children come 
home after an evening out we say, "Did you 
have a good time?" They may have only 
been gone for two or three hours and we 
know that those two or three hours could 
have  been  a good time, a bad time, or just a  
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so-so time. Often, time can be a drag, and 
one has to be busy to get the time to move 
along. A factory worker on an assembly line 
may have to do that. A jogger who is 
determined to run for 30 minutes may find 
that 30 minutes is a mini-eternity. 
      Christ Time, point of determination has 
its own special quality, a quality that builds 
up hundreds of elements get funneled into 
The Christmas Season. 
      For some of us it is the nip in the air and 
snow flurries. For others, it is decorations, 
giving of gifts, or working harder to do good 
for some family: clothing them, or helping. 
There are scenes of Christ's Nativity that get 
placed in the oddest place's where we 
stumble over them. There are the Carols that 
trigger memories and emotions. There are 
disgusting things that crop up too . . . like 
the frantic sales that run wild of unwanted 
gifts, exchange, but we care not for the 
unpleasant subject. It is enough to note how 
The Time of Christmas affects us all, how it 
works its way beneath our skin and finds its 
way into our hearts, our beliefs in God, The 
Christ and His Purpose of Coming about to 
Redeem and Ransom mankind. Thus Christ-
mas is something we must understand what 
it  really  is,  that  is  a  big  thing!  The  time  
itself.  It  is  not   just  The  Festival  of Jesus 
Birth; in our Spirits, on everything. If 
Christmas was just a one day affair, we 
would not make so much preparation for it. 
Remember it is an entire month of planning 
and programming. 
      Many other things center around the 
thought of Christmas, it is the celebration of 
something that happened to time. 
      Perhaps you do not think that much 
about Time, though, it is the flow of our 
lives, the flow of history, and it just seems to 
go  on  and  on  and  on.  Some  people  have  
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described the continuation of time as a 
circular thing so that the flow of time never 
ceases. We may not know or be able to 
explain it, but we do know that The 
Scriptures say, ‘the day comes, when 

TIME shall be no more, when eternity 
breaks forth.’ 
      It is the very best thing that has 
happened for all of us. We are living in time. 
We are experiencing pulsating movement 
and we are propelled along with it. Time is 
the great overriding element in our common 
environment. We swim through time as a 
fish swims through water. Occasionally time 
can be indescribably bad. Some times can be 
very pleasant. 
       Christmas is about Time. It is the 
celebration of something that happened to 
time. A special time, we talk about war time, 
spring time, our own time, the company's 
time – now there is Christmas Time, too, and 
it is ‘The Best Time’ of all. 
      It does not just endure only throughout 
the month of December, it is the celebration 
of the existing fact that because of The Birth 
of Jesus Christ all time, all centerings, has 
become Christmas time. (When the TIME 
had fully come.) 
      Galatians 4:4. To some this may appear 
as a simple, offhand statement is in fact very  
  profound, and The Fullness Of Time is a 
phrase like that. It is worth considering 
closely, because when we do, we can begin 
to understand how all of time has become 
Christ, Christmas Time through Jesus' Birth,  
and because all time has been affected by 
Christmas there is HOPE for all of us 

 

What Christmas Really Means 
 

     Christmas has taken on so many other 
things over the years. We have the story of 
Santa.  We  have  The  Gift   Giving.   These  
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things aren’t bad in themselves, as The Gift 
Giving started with The Wise Men. But it 
can take away from The Real Meaning of 
Christmas. 
     What is Christmas all about? What 
happened that First Christmas? Why do we 
celebrate it? The Bible answers all of these 
questions in Luke 2:6-18: “And so it was, 

that, while they were there, the days were 
accomplished that she should be 
delivered.  
     And she brought forth her Firstborn 
Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling 
clothes,  and  laid  Him  in  a  Manger; be- 

cause  there  was  no  room   for   them  in 
the Inn.  
     And there were in the same country 
Shepherds abiding in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night.  
     And, lo, The Angel of The Lord came 

upon them, and The Glory of The Lord 
shone round about them: and they were 
sore afraid.  
     And The Angel said unto them, ‘Fear 

not: for, behold, I bring you Good Tidings 

of Great Joy, which shall be to all people.  

     For unto you is Born this day in the city 

of David a Savior, which is Christ The 

Lord.  

     And this shall be a Sign unto you; Ye 

shall find The Babe wrapped in swaddling 

clothes, lying in a Manger.’  

     And suddenly there was with The 

Angel a Multitude of The Heavenly Host 
Praising God, and saying,  

     ‘Glory to God in The Highest, and on 

earth Peace, Good Will toward men.’  

     And it came to pass, as The Angels 
were gone away from them into Heaven, 

The Shepherds said one to another, ‘Let 

us  now  go  even  unto  Bethlehem, and see  

this thing which is come to pass, which The 
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Lord hath made known unto us.’  

     And they came with haste, and found 
Mary, and Joseph, and The Babe lying in 
a Manger.  
     And when they had seen it, they made 
known abroad the saying which was told 

them concerning This Child.  
     And all they that heard it wondered at 
those things which were told them by The 
Shepherds.’ 
     As we read here, Jesus, The Savior of the 
world, was Born. He came as a Baby, then 
grew to be a Man that gave His Life for you 
and me, so we could live with Him forever 
when   we   die.   We   celebrate   His   Birth  
because of our Faith in Him, and His Birth 
was The Beginning of a Life-Changing 
Event: The Cross. So let’s celebrate Jesus’ 
Birthday together, and remember why He 
Came. 
 

Jesus And God Are One 
 

 Greetings from Sister Thresa Ray; 
     We know from The Scriptures that Jesus 
and God are One, because God manifested 
Himself in The Flesh to come down to earth 
and show us The Way, to be our Very Dear 
Youth, 
     I hope you are enjoying This Joyous 
Season as we celebrate The Birth of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  
     John 3:16, ‘For God so Loved the 

world, that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 

should not perish, but have Everlasting 
Life.’ 
     You can read The Beautiful Story of 
Christ’s Birth in The Gospels; Matthew, 
Mark and Luke. 
     Message 81:13, ‘Remember The Lord 

Jesus  Christ  is The Truth, The Way, and 
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The Life. 
     No other Way can mankind be Saved 
and that in The Life of The Flesh, this 
Life of Probation only. Mankind chooses 
this day what his Destiny shall be in the 
hereafter – in The Resurrection’. 
     Message 81:18, ‘Remember there is 

One God, One Jesus Christ, between God 
and men who gave Himself a Ransom for 
all –that mankind may be Redeemed, 
even the Saving of sinners, A Way of 
Deliverance.’ 
     Example, and even died on The Cross to 
take   upon   Himself   the  sins of  the world 
that is including your sins and my sins.  
Through Faith and Belief in Him, and by 
His Mercy we can obtain Everlasting Life.  
We must strive to do His Will in our life and 
Endure to The End. 
     Revelation 2:10, ‘Be thou Faithful unto 

death and I will give you a Crown of 
Life.’ 
 

Stepping Stones 
Submitted by Sister Oladawn Thompson 

Missouri 
 

     The Lord Came to me like a dream one 
day and asked, ‘Why do you sorrow?’ I 
answered, ‘Lord my life is so full of pain, I 
can’t face one more tomorrow’. 
     The Lord sat down beside me, and gently 
took my hand. He said, ‘Let Me explain to 
you and then you’ll Understand’. 
     ‘Each sorrow is A Stepping Stone you 
must surmount each day.  And every Step-
ping Stone you climb is a sorrow that’s 
passed away. 
     The Road of Life is a mountainside, with 
crevices in which to be caught. But as you 
struggle on your way, I, The Rock, will lend 
Support. 
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     Every Stepping Stone you climb, makes 
Spirit and Heart grow Strong. Exercising 
Character and Faith this road seems painful 
and long. 
     The Way is paved with Stepping Stones, 
to uplift your Heart and Soul. Though 
difficult they aid your way, to a City Paved 
with Gold. 
     I know that you are tired, for I too have 
Walked This Way. My Sorrows did they 
multiply, but I Cleared many Stones Away. 
    I left My Rock to Lift you up, I left Behind  
My  Story;  To  give  you  Strength to make 
your climb, to that Special Place in Glory.   
       And never fear, The Rock is here, you’ll 
never climb this mountain alone. Surmount 
Life’s Sorrows, continue on, for they are but 
Stepping Stones’. 
 

Matthew 2: 1-2,9-10 
 

     ‘Now when Jesus was born in Beth-

lehem of Judea in the days of Herod the 

king, Behold, there came Wise Men from 

the east to Jerusalem. 

     Saying, ‘Where is He that is Born King 

of The Jews? For we have seen His Star in 

the east, and are Come to Worship Him. 

     . . .  and, lo The Star which they saw in 

the east, went before them, till it came and 

stood over where The Young Child was. 

     When they saw The Star, they Rejoiced 

with Exceeding Great Joy.’ 
 

Special Notices 
 

     The staff of ‘The Greater Light’ would 
like to dedicate This Issue of our Paper to 
our  Dear  Brother Carl Linton of Florida. 
We send our Love, Cares and Prayers to 
you.  May God Bless!   

                                                      The Editor 
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      The Church has a CD available of ‘The 

Testimony of William A. Draves’ spoken by 
himself, for $5.00. Please contact The 
General Headquarters Office. 
 

Prince of Peace 
 

 
  

Painted by Akiane Kramarik 

 
 

Merry Christmas 

And A Very 

Blessed New Year 
 
 

God Bless our Military 

Women and Men 
Today and Always 
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Letter from Africa 
December 26, 2013 

 
     From Our Family to yours: Dear Best 
Friends and Family; Brethren and Sisters, 
together we are Building a Better Future for 
Eternal Life, for The Church in Africa and 
around the world, May this Christmas brings 
you Joy, Happiness, Happiest Blessings, 
Good Health, Forgiveness, Repentance, 
Reconciliation, Long Life, Endurance to The 
End and The Time to Review your 
Covernient with Jesus Christ. 
      Remember for you and me a Child was 
Born. Let Christ be The Center of The 
Season, this is my Prayer, Best Wishes, 
Season Greetings in The Name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Amen!  
     Praying you have a Merry Christmas and 
a Very Blessed, Prosperous and Healthy, 
Wonderful Blessed New Year 2014 in our 
Lord Jesus Christ. May God Bless you and 
yours, may this 2014 be your Best Year yet. 
Love. ‘MERRY CHRISTMAS’.  
     Your Brother in Christ, Disciple Bama 

wa Mobutu Gloire. The Church of Christ 

With The Elijah Message The Assured 

Way of The Lord, Democratic Republic of 

Congo, Africa. 
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