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      “The Lord is the resurrection and the 

life. He that believeth on him and obeys 

his will shall have right to the tree of life 

and to eternity, and in them shall be seen 

the glory of God, for Christ came to       

redeem and to provide the way. Therefore, 

I come to point the way and that the 

Church of Christ, the Lamb's bride, may 

be prepared to meet him when he 

comes...” 
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‘… Let all have Faith. Turn to The Lord and obey His  

Commands. Heed Repentance and Baptism that The Way of The Lord shall be among men. 

His Kingdom shall fill the whole earth. The hands must be laid upon all that  

THE GREATER LIGHT  might come to them’ 

The End Time Messenger 

 

Message 59:10 
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 1.  We believe in God The Eternal Father, who only is Su-
preme; Creator of the Universe; Ruler and Judge of all; Un-
changeable and without Respect to persons. 
2.  We believe in Jesus Christ The Manifestation of God in the 
flesh, who lived, suffered and died for all mankind; whom we 
own as our Leader, Witness and Commander. 
3.  We believe in The Holy Ghost, The Spirit of Truth, The 
Comforter, which searcheth the deep things of God, brings to 
our minds things which are past, Reveals things to come, and is 
the medium by which we Receive Revelation of Jesus Christ. 
4.  We believe that men will be punished for their own sins and 
not for Adam’s transgression, and that as a consequence of The 
Atonement of Christ “all little children are alive in Christ, and 
also all they that are without The Law. For The Power of Re-
demption cometh on all they that have no law; wherefore, he 
that is not condemned, or he that is under no condemnation, 
cannot repent, and unto such, baptism availeth noth-
ing.” (Moroni 8:22) 
5.  We believe that through The Atonement of Christ all men 
may be Saved by Obedience to The Laws and Ordinances of 
The Gospel; viz. : Faith in God and in The Lord Jesus Christ; 
Repentance and Baptism by immersion for the remission of sins; 
Laying on of Hands for: (a) Ordination, (b) Blessing of Chil-
dren, (c) Confirmation and The Gift of the Holy Ghost (Acts 
8:17), (d) Healing of the sick. 
6.  We believe in the literal second coming and Millennial Reign 
of Jesus Christ; in The Resurrection of the Dead, and in Eternal 
Judgment; that men will be rewarded or punished according to 
the good or evil they may have done.  
7.  We believe in The Powers and Gifts of The Everlasting Gos-
pel: viz: The Word of Wisdom; The Word of Knowledge; The 
Gift of Faith; The Gift of Healing; Working of Miracles; Proph-
ecy; Discerning of Spirits; Divers kinds of Tongues; Interpreta-
tion of Tongues. 
8.  We believe The Fruits of The Spirit to be Love, Joy, Peace, 
Long Suffering, Gentleness, Goodness, Faith, Meekness, and 
Temperance. 
9.  We believe that in The Bible is contained The Word of God; 
that The Record of the Nephites is an added Witness for Christ, 
and that these contain ‘The Fullness of The Gospel.’  
10. We believe in the principle of Continuous Revelation; that 
The Canon of Scripture is not full, that God Inspires men in 
every age and among all people, and that He speaks when, 
where, and through whom he may choose.   
11. We believe that where there are six or more regularly Bap-
tized members, one of whom is an Elder, there The Church ex-
ists with Full Power of Church extension when acting in Har-
mony with The Law of God. 
12. We believe that a man must be Called of God by Revelation 
and Ordained by those having Authority, to enable him to 
Preach The Gospel and Administer The Ordinances thereof.  
13. We believe in the same Church Organization as existed in 
the time of Christ and His apostles. The highest office in The 
Church is that of an Apostle, of whom there are Twelve, who 
constitute Special Witnesses for Jesus Christ. They have The 
Missionary Supervision and The General Watch care of all The 
Churches. 
14. The primary function of The General Church, of which each 
Local Church is a component part, is Missionary and the build-

ing  up and extension of The Kingdom of God in all the world.           
15. We believe that Local Churches should govern their own 
affairs and that General Church officials should not dominate or 
interfere therewith. On invitation such general officers may, 
with propriety, give counsel and assistance. Local congregations 
are subject to The Articles of Faith and Practice and must be 
governed thereby. 
16. We believe The Church of Christ comprehends The True 
Brotherhood of man where each esteems his brother as himself 
and wherein The Divine Command to ‘love your neighbor as 
yourself’ is demonstrated by the prevalence of social equality. 
17. We believe that all men are Stewards under God and an-
swerable to Him not only for the distribution of accumulated 
wealth, but for the manner in which such wealth is secured. The 
primary purpose of Stewardship is not the increase of Church 
revenue or the mere contribution of money by those who have to 
those who have not, but to bring men to a realization of The 
Common Fatherhood and the universal brotherhood of man in 
all the affairs and expressions of life, and to maintain such so-
cial adjustments that each may enjoy The Bounty and Gifts of 
God, and be free to exercise his talents and ability to enrich the 
life of all. 
18. We believe that men should labor for their own support and 
that of their dependents. Ministers of The Gospel are not ab-
solved from this responsibility, but when Chosen or Appointed 
by The Church to devote their entire time to Missionary Work, 
their families are to be provided for out of General Church fund. 
The Admonition of Christ that The Ministry should not provide 
purse or scrip for their journey, but go Trusting in God and the 
people, is applicable. 
19. We believe that the temporal affairs of the General Church 
are to be administered by The General Bishopric under the su-
pervision and direction of the general conferences of The 
Church. The temporal affairs of The Local Churches shall be 
Administered by local Bishops under the supervision and direc-
tion of the local congregations. 
20. We believe that marriage is Ordained of God, and that The 
Law of God provides for but one companion in wedlock for 
either man or woman. In case of breach of this covenant the 
innocent one may remarry. 
21. We are opposed to war. Men are not justified in taking up 
arms against their fellows except as a last resort in defense of 
their lives and to preserve their liberty. 
22. We believe in The Literal gathering of Israel, and in The 
Restoration of The Ten Lost Tribes. 
23. We believe a Temple will be Built in this generation, in In-
dependence, Missouri, wherein Christ will Reveal Himself and 
Endow His Servants whom He Chooses with Power to Preach 
The Gospel in all the world to every kindred, tongue and people, 
that The Promise of God to Israel may be Fulfilled. 
24. We believe that a New Jerusalem shall be Built upon this 
land ‘unto The Remnant’ of The Seed of Joseph. (Ether 6:6-8; 
III Nephi 10:17), which city be Built, beginning at The Temple 
Lot.  
25. We believe The Ministry and Membership should abstain 
from the use of tobacco, intoxicating liquors and narcotics and 
should not affiliate with any society which administer Oaths or 
Covenants in conflict with The Law of God, or which interfere 
with their duties as freemen and citizens. 

The Greater Light 



 

 

Mar/Apr 2017 Page 23 

THE GREATER LIGHT 
(The Americas, Africa, Asia, Australia and Europe) 

BUSINESS OFFICE: 4215 S. Hocker Dr., Independence, MO 64055 
Phone: 816-836-1913 

 

OFFICIAL MONTHLY PUBLICATION 
The Church Of Christ With the Elijah Message 

The Assured Way Of The Lord , Inc. 

 

EDITORIAL STAFF 

EDITOR/BUSINESS MANAGER 
Reece Johnson, 1801 Cheyenne Ct., Greenwood, MO. 64034 

Send all materials for Publication and Subscription to the  

Editor/Business Manager 

 

ASSISTANT EDITOR 

Donald Thompson, 17009 E. 4th Terrace, S. Indep., MO 64056 
 

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT 
Joy  Ellen Draves ,#283, 605 SW Highway 40, Blue Springs, MO 64014 

 

JUNIOR DEPARTMENT 
Thresa Ray,   1231  S. Spring St., Independence, MO 64055 

 

YOUNG ADULT DEPARTMENT 
Karen Wilkin, 2904 Vinyard Parkway, Apt. 3, Branson, Mo. 65616 

Brenda Humpert 
 

All articles and letters must be submitted by the 5th of the 

month preceding publication. 
 

HEADQUARTERS’ OFFICES 
4215 South Hocker Drive Independence, MO. 64055, 

 Mike Greenwell Representative for 12 
Phone:  816-836-1913 

                 
 

CHURCH HISTORIAN COMMITTEE 

 Apostle Jairus Yates & Apostle Reece Johnson 
 

YOUTH MINISTER DIRECTOR 
Matthew Thompson,  4317  S. Union St., Independence, MO 64055 

Phone 816-373-0607 
 

Secretary-Treasurer of The Bishops: Reece Johnson 
4215 South Hocker Drive, Independence, MO. 64055 

Phone: 816-836-1913          
 

SEND ALL TITHES AND OFFERINGS TO THE BISHOPS’ OFFICE 

 

Chairman of The Bishops; Larry Crow 
17154 CR 180, Bogard, MO. 64622 

Phone:  

 

CHURCH GENERAL RECORDER’S OFFICE 
4215 South Hocker Drive, Independence, MO. 64055 

 

BOARD OF PUBLICATION: The Twelve 
 

CHAIRMAN OF THE TWELVE 
Jairus Yates Rt. 1, Box 60 D, Preston, MO 65732 

Phone: 417-722-9733 
 

SECRETARY OF THE QUORUM OF TWELVE 
Mike Greenwell  

 

TRACT  ORDERS 
(By Availability) 

Address all orders to The Church Of Christ With The Elijah Message 

The Assured Way Of The Lord , Inc. 

4215 South Hocker Drive, Independence, Mo 64055 

DONATIONS FOR TRACTS 
 

The Restoration Of The Church Of Christ (A Brief History)  $ 0.40  
Reason Why                      $ 0.40  
The Church Of Christ Established Anew in 1929  $ 0.40  
The Coming Forth Of The Record Of The Nephites  $ 0.40  
Why The Record Of The Nephites   $ 0.40  
The Solution Of The Mormon Problem   $ 0.40  
Changing Of Revelations (by Daniel MacGregor)   $ 0.40  
David Whitmer’s Address (reprint including Tract)  $ 2.00 
Is Jesus God?     $ 2.00 
Book Of Commandments    $ 5.00 
Footprints In The Sands Of Time    $ 5.00 
Testimony of W.A.Draves (On CD)    $ 5.00 

Light At Evening Time    $ 8.00 
The Word Of The Lord (120 Messages)   $ 8.00 
The Record OF The Nephites (soft bound R.P.E.)  $ 10.00 
The Word Of The Lord (audio cassettes)   $ 25.00 
Concordance to The Word Of The Lord (large print 8.5” x 11”) $ 30.00 
 
Single Messages           $1.00 per dozen 
 

$2.00 per dozen 
Brief History of W.A. Draves     What Must I Do To Be Saved  
And If Ye Receive It                                               Prophecy Being Fulfilled 
Brief Historical Background                    A Great Awakening 
Church of Christ, Her Apostasy & Restoration                                 Authority 
Sanctification                                                                                         Tithing 
 

 

WEBSITES 

http://www.johnthebaptist.info 

http://www.theassuredway.org 
http://www.ancientofdays.org 

 

 

 

 

      THE GREATER LIGHT is posted on 
this web-site monthly by The Church of 

Christ With The Elijah Message, The As-
sured Way of The Lord, INC 4215 South 
Hocker Drive, Suite 110, Independence, 
Missouri 64055.  
     If you do not have means to read The 

Greater Light from a computer or make a 
hard copy to read, then let The Headquarter 
Office know and a hard copy will be made 
and mailed to you.   
    Message 53:3, ‘Give ear, Oh ye people 

of the earth. Hear The Warning today. I 

speak The Words and Will of The Lord. 

Let all have Faith. Turn to The Lord and 

obey His Commands. Heed repentance 

and baptism that The Way of The Lord 

shall be among men. His Kingdom shall 

fill the whole earth. The hands must be 
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laid upon all that THE GREATER 

LIGHT might come to them.’  

     Message 53:10, ‘Yea, I have brought  a  

Warning and few prepare for THE 

GREATER LIGHT,  but be thou Faith-

ful even all who hear, for The Lord’s Will 

shall  be  fulfilled  in  all  things.  All  

have their work to do and the day comes 

when The Lord shall breathe upon The 

Chosen and they shall do His Work in 

Mighty Power for their love toward the 

brethren. All that offend and that do not 

keep His Commandments shall not be 

His in the Last Day. Moreover, it is 

Christ’s Words that shall judge all men.’  
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     It  is  the  agreement  of The Quorum 

of Twelve of  This  Church,  that no Min-

ister is to Ordain any man into The Min-

istry until said candidate has with  all his 

heart and soul confessed he agrees with 

everything written in The Articles of 
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Faith and Practice.     

     It is each Elder’s duty to Seek Guid-

ance from and to keep The Territorial 

Apostle informed of his works in the re-

gion he is laboring. 
 

                    Secretary For The Twelve 

    

  

 

FOREWORD 
  

 

     THE GREATER LIGHT, the official 
publication of The Church of Christ With 

The Elijah Message, The Assured Way of 

The Lord, Inc., comes to YOU as an ex-
pression of the Hope we have in Christ. 
     In its pages are found the thoughts and 
expression of a united people, whose only 
aim is to promote The Cause of Christ by 
spreading abroad to every nation, tongue 
and people, The True Gospel of Christ that 
through Obedience to His Laws we might 
be found worthy of Eternal Life. 
     In this publication, The Record of The 

Nephites is quoted many times. This Book 
was Revealed and Translated by The Gift 

and Power of God: the year 1829 marked 
the beginning of The Restoration of all 

things. It is a history of the people who 
once lived in the region around The Great 

Lakes, some of whom are Ancestors of The 
American Indians. Though it contains a Re-
cord of two other groups of people who 
once lived here, it is for the most part a Re-
cord of The People of Nephi. 
     The Messages so often mentioned in this 
publication are Messages from The Lord, 
brought to earth by His Chosen Servant, 
John The Baptist, who comes to earth in a  
Glorified Body to finish The Work given  
to  him of  God;  that of  Restoring  all  

things  (Matthew  17:11-13). The  Angel 
first came in 1829, and Restored The Au-

thority Of The Son Of God, that The 

Church of Christ might be Established as in 
The Days of The Apostles. 
     In 1927, The Angel Messenger again ap-
peared, and on numerous subsequent visits, 
has brought to us The Word Of The Lord 

that The Church of Christ might be set in 
Order, that a people might be Prepared to 
be The Bride Of Christ. This is The Elijah 

Message so many have looked for, The 

Midnight Cry has been Proclaimed, A 

Warning of Destruction, but to The People 

Of The Lord, a Message that Christ’s soon 
Coming is near at hand. Fear God and give 
Glory to His Name, for The Hour of His 

Judgment has come. Awake thou that sleep-
est and Arise from the dead, and Christ will 
give you Light.  
     We hope that whosoever reads these 
pages might make it a matter of Prayer and 
Fasting in Humility before God, that they 
may know for themselves, that God has 
again Spoken and Revealed His Will from 
Heaven. To this end, we Dedicate The 

Greater Light.  
 

        THE BOARD OF PUBLICATION 

           THE QUORUM OF TWELVE 
 

 

Notices 
     Please make all checks for Tithes and 

Offerings, payable to THE CHURCH OF 

CHRIST WITH THE ELIJAH MES-
SAGE, 4215 South Hocker Drive, Suite 
110, Independence, Mo. 64055. Please no-
tify any change of address by the fifth of 
the month, if possible. We would like to 
keep our records up to date. Your coopera-
tion will be appreciated. Thank You! 

Secretary-Treasurer of  Bishops’ 

                  Larry Crow 
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THE MESSAGE OF 

CHRIST TODAY 

To All People 

Ninety-Second Message 
  

       The Angel Messenger of The Lord came to me at 4:45 

a.m. July 4, 1973, in my home at Independence, Missouri, 

and gave the following Message. The room was filled with 

Light. He spoke calmly and slowly, as I wrote the words he 

gave. He left at five o’clock. 

 

                                   W. A. Draves 
 

      1. ‘Behold, I come to you at this time. Arise 

and Write the words I shall give you. I am John 

The Baptist, a Resurrected Being. I am The 

Elias.  My  Mission is one of Love and Peace. 

The powers of the adversary1 cannot hinder my 

Work. 

     2. I come from The Lord’s Presence. Look to 

The Lord, this is His Work. I bring a Message 

from His Voice and His Will. 

     3. The Lord’s People have seen trials and 

afflictions but let all Arise to a Closer Walk 

with The Lord. Come away from contentions 

and bring Love and Obedience in you Lives. 

Continue in Good Works. The Lord has Heard 

the Prayers that are of the Heart, and this As-

sembly. And I bring Peace and an answer to the 

problems when it becometh a need. 

     4. There is none that have done right in all 

things. They have fallen short2. 

     5. Where is that Great Love and The Spirit 

that Mellows the Heart, is it still among you? I 

say unto you, yea, let it do Greater Work. Qual-

ify to be Leaders of men. Do Good to all man-

kind. Love always, hate and bitterness is not 

our Mission. 

     6. He that Loveth the brethren, Loveth God 

also. The Lord will uphold him and make him a 

Blessing 

7. Follow The Pattern. Let all that come 

This Way be Baptized into One Spirit. 
Teach and Preach the same things in 
The Way I have given you and it will be 
well. 

8. The Church of Christ will never 
again be destroyed but will move on Her 
Mission until Zion is established and the 
people redeemed from their sins-and 
The Lord come. The Kingdom and The 
Dominion shall be for The Saints of The 
Most High3.  

9. A deception has gone out among 
the people and churches of mankind 
with doctrines  of  men  with  a  cry to 
speak in  
tongues of unknown words. Such has no 
meaning but to harden the hearts of 
those that do so-making The Authority I 
bring of  none  effect  and  will  not  be 
a part of  
them, neither will they receive nor ob-
tain it. 

10. There Is no Greater Authority or 
Gift, or Gifts given to man than that 
which I bring of The Lord God, after 
The Order of His Son. 

11. Who is mankind to claim more 
than This? He that will not recognize 
The Authority and Power I bring. 
Faileth, and his works will not stand the 
test in the end. Let this evil not be 
among you for it will not calm the soul 
nor will it save you. 

12. There will come a day when a 
True Gift will be given. With Great Wis-
dom will it work a Work and convince, 
moreover convict, but as yet is not 
among you in Measures of Saving 
Grace. 

13. Turn away from those things that 
divide and separate you one from an-
other.  The  Lord  Knoweth  the  hearts 
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much more taken from the three standard 
books of the church and the use of many 
research sources available through the 
technology of the internet to include      
bible.org.  It also compares bible diction-
aries definitions and synonyms of words 
including Greek and Hebrew lexicons.  I 
call it open ended because it simply in-
creases in its scope of understanding and 
knowledge with more study one does es-
pecially studying the use of metaphors 
and types I have noted for you.  I suggest 
you also spend time studying the many 
scripture references I have included/ 
    The importance of the Priesthood and 
Authority for all mankind is found in 
these words of the Messenger. 
     Message 84:8 “I bring the authority 
and trust.  I give the opening of the Way 
for the flow of God to come unto man-
kind.  I have given the holy priesthood 
after the order of God, after the order of 
his son…” 
      Message 116:3 “Let faith, repentance, 
and the baptism be taught, with proper 
authority, and the laying on of hands for 
the gift and gifts of the Holy Spirit.” 
     Message 111:5 In part: “…without Au-
thority, and lack of the True Authority and 
Doctrine of Salvation…you are empty of 
the Lord.”  Without it you are ignoring 
the Plan of God, having a form of Godli-
ness but denying the Power thereof. 
     Therefore your failure is in not hearing 
the Truth as it comes, making the Word of 
the Lord of none effect.   
      Message 11:6 “Let all repent and re-
ceive this authority I send for mankind, 
the pure love of God.” Saith the Lord Je-
sus Christ.  Amen. 

 

Part One 
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and wherein powers of man and deception 
lies. Except such repent and cleanse their 
minds of these things they have no part of 
This Work. 

14. I have brought and bring a Mes-
sage for mankind-that he may heed and 
conform to it; that he might be a part of 
The Lamb’s Bride when He comes to 
make up His Jewels. I speak to fulfill The 
Word of God, to bring all The Faithful in 
Christendom together to One Fold4 , One 
Shepherd, One Spirit of God, One Bap-
tism5  with Power for Remission of sins 
and traditions of man that cannot save. 

15. The Lord will Call many into This 
Way.  

16. Be  firm,  fret  not,  hold  The 
Peace  
and your reward will be sure. 

17. In time The Quorum of Twelve 
Apostles will be filled. There are those in 
The   Lord’s   Preserve.    Some  will   
fail,  
others will take their Calling when The 
Lord speaks. 

18. Peace I leave with you and The 
Church. Lift your Faith-The Way of The 
Lord is Sure. I will come again. Amen! 

 

 1. 1 Peter 5:8           3. Daniel 7:22 
 2.  Psalms 14:1-3       4. 1 Nephi 22:25  (RN) 

            Romans 3:23        5. Ephesians 4:25 

 

 

 

From the Apostles 
A Study and History of the Priesthood 

and Authority of God 
Richard Johnson 

 
Preface: 
     It is my study about the true Seed and 



 

 

     From the beginning in and through the 
Love and Authority of the Son of God our 
Lord has preserved a righteous line and 
remnant of His seed that will spend eternity 
with Him. 
      God’s plan for man’s reconciliation and 
redemption was formed “before the founda-
tion of the world”, it “was and is eternal.”  
God has no new plan; He forms no new 
schemes from men.  He is not changing and 
vacillating.  His Holy Order and Priesthood 
is an eternal order. 
     Genesis 1:26 So God created man in His 
own image; male and female created he 
them.  In Genesis 2:15 we are told that the 
LORD God took the man and put him in 
the garden of Eden “to dress it and keep it”.   
“To dress (ABAD:  Strong’s 5647) “root: to 
work; by implication to serve, to till”.  “To 
keep” (Shamar: 8104) “root:  to hedge 
about” I,e to guard; to protect, attend too.” 
     He put him in the garden and gave him 
commandants with the ministry and over-
sight (bishopric) of it including access to 
the Tree of Life.  Adam was delegated 
God’s authority and stewardship of His gar-
den.  (This is a  type for His dwelling place 
and for the Bride Groom and Bride.  Of Mt. 
Zion: His temple or tabernacle in the King-
dom of God.)  “And let them make me a 

sanctuary, that I may dwell among them.”  

Exodus 25:8. 
     In Genesis 2:21-22 Good took a rib 
from Adam and created Eve.  This is also a 
type or taking Zion as the Bride of Christ 
from a remnant of the Body of Christ. 
     In Genesis 2:23 “And Adam said, This 
is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my 
flesh; she shall be called Woman, because 
she was taken out of  Man.”  (This is type 
for the body of Christ and members in par-
ticular of Zion the Woman and Bride of 

Christ.  See I Corinthians 12:27 and Mes-
sages 116:6-7 and 117:1). 
     Adam was the head (king) and spiritual 
priest of God’s household.  In scripture a 
King is used to denote a man invested with 
authority and a servant leadership either 
limited or extensive, especially one who 
inherits the position by right of birth:  (This 
is a type for Jesus Christ: the Son of man 
and the son of God.) 
     The title of King is applied to God (I 
Timothy 1:17), and to Christ, the Son of 
God (I Timothy 6:15; I Timothy 6:16 and 
Matthew 27:11).  The people of God are 
also called “kings” (Daniel 7:27, Matthew 
19:28; Revelation 1:6. etc.)   
    Looking forward from Adam and Eve 
and their transgression of the first com-
mandments in:  Genesis 3:14-15 “And the 

Lord God said unto the serpent…I will put 

enmity between thee and the woman and 

between thy seed and her seed...”  (The ser-
pent is a type for the adversary and tempter 
Satan.  See Luke 4:8). 
     The woman is a type for Zion the nation 
of Israel the people of God and the one 

seed being Christ their redeemer and the 
Savior of her spiritual children or offspring 
that are counted as body of Christ and 
therefore also counted as seed. 
      Seed:  Hebrew – zera is descendant, 
offspring, Greek – tikto is to beget, bring 
forth. 
      Isaiah 51:16 “…And say unto Zion, 
Thou art my people.”  Jesus symbolizes His 
true, pure church as His bride and when 
used refers to Jerusalem, the City of God, 
the City of David, the people or nation of 
Israel the people of God and sometimes 
typifies God’s place or rule or presence.  
My Zion the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem and the assembly 
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(church) of the firstborn enrolled in heaven 
the New Jerusalem prepared as a bride.  
Mt. or mountain offers refers to govern-
ments or nations so Mt. Zion is representa-
tive of the Kingdom of God.  Hebrews 
12:22-23; Revelation 21:22-27; Isaiah 
51:1-2 and Jeremiah 31:6. 
     The serpent’s seed being his spiritual 
offspring and those opposed to Christ and 
are the children of disobedience and are 
dead to God. (The spirit of Anti-Christ).  
See I John 4:3 and Ephesians 2:1-3. 
     Genesis 3:20-21 in part:  Adam called 
his wife’s name Eve because she was the 
mother of all living and God clothed them 
with skins (of innocent animals to cover the 
nakedness of their sin in His presence.) 
This is another type of Christ clothing His 
Elect with robbers of His righteousness.  
Also this is the mother of Christ.  In Him 
was life; and the life was the light of men.  
See John 1:4, Isaiah 61:10 and Revelation 
3: 5, and 18. 
     From their sons came the righteous seed 
of the woman who performed the Holy 
Rites on an altar as God must have in-
structed Adam.  This is another type and a 
figuration with respect and faith in the in-
nocent blood of Christ He would shed for 
remission of their sins.  By their faith they 
were sanctified by the Holy Ghost having 
their garments washed white through the 
blood of Christ.  Revelation 7:14-15. 
     John 1:12-13  “But as many as received 
him, to them gave he power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that believed on 
his name; Who were born, not of blood, nor 
of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of 
man, but of God.” 
     God had to give them the law of sacri-
fices, (Numbers 15) which included offer-
ing the firstling of their flocks in a simili-

tude of the sacrifice that would be made of 
the Only Begotten Son of God that they 
might have faith in Him and the one true 
seed of the woman who would bruise the 
head of the serpent.  (See Genesis 4:3-7; 
8:20; 22:1-17; Exodus 2:1-2 and 6:12-17). 
     I John 5:18-19 “We know that whoso-
ever is born of God sinneth not, but he that 
is begotten of God keepeth himself, and 
that wicked one toucheth him not.  And we 
know that we are of God, and the whole 
world lieth in wickedness.” 
     Genesis 4:1-8 Her first two children 
were Cain and Abel.  Cain murdered Abel 
over a dispute about their offering for the 
Lord and shed Abel’s righteousness blood.  
Matthew 23:35 God said Satan was a mur-
derer so who was the spiritual father of 
Cain? 
      John 8:44 “…He (Satan) was a mur-
derer from the beginning, and abode not in 
the truth, because there is not truth in him.  
When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his 
own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.” 
      “However, that was not first which is 

Spiritual, but that which is natural; and af-

terward that which is Spiritual.”  I Corin-
thians 15:46. 
     Now look at Alma 12:33 that is still 
looking forward from Adam:  Again after 
they transgressed the first commandments, 
“…God called upon men in the name of the 
Son (this being the Plan of Redemption 
which was laid.) saying,  If ye will repent, 
and harden not your hearts, then will I have 
mercy upon you, through mine only begot-
ten Son.” 
      Alma 13:1 in part:  He gave “…

commandments unto his children; and I 

would that ye should remember that  the 

Lord God ordained priests, after His 

Holy Order, which was after the order of 
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His Son, to teach these things unto the peo-
ple.  6. “And thus being called by this holy 
calling, and ordained unto the high priest-
hood of the holy order of God, to teach his 
commandments unto the children of men, 
that they also might enter into his rest.” 
     At the time of Adam’s death Seth inher-
ited the role of carrying on that kingly 
priesthood in the earth.  (Genesis 4:25-26).  
Genesis 5 follows his Godly line down in 
time passing to Noah the eighth in the line 
of Authority.  Noah was actually the tenth 
from Adam, but he was the eighth to func-
tion as a king/head and priest of his family/
household and carry the Godly priesthood 
forward.  We are told that Noah was the 
“eighth preacher of righteousness in II Pe-
ter 2:5.  This is referring to the role of be-
ing king/priest  even though it appears that 
all who would become the sons of God of-
fered up sacrifices of the first-lings of their 
flocks for their tribe or family as in a nation 
of priests that God planned for His people.  
(Exodus 19:5-6; Isaiah 61:6 and I Peter 
2:9).  The priesthood was usually patrilin-
eal which means from father to father to the 
first son and a hereditary right.  There 
would be exceptions to this rule when other 
sons were chosen through God’s election 
when he would intervene to preserve a 
righteous line of priesthood authority and 
the true seed.  Ishmael was a seed but not 
the true seed from the lineage of Sarah.  It 
needed to a righteous seed that called on 
the name of the Lord.  The role of firstborn 
priesthood appears to be in respect of the 
office and role of Christ.  We can see that 
first born (prototokus) needed to be accord-
ing to the sons of preeminence (first in) 
rank with the father.  He need to be the 
righteous seed of Christ; the Father God 
spiritually. 

     This is a summary of the understand-

ing and significance of being first born.  

(Credit to Bible. Org.) 
     In the Old Testament, the firstborn son 
was the one who normally received a dou-
ble inheritance, and was he one who would 
inherit his father’s role as head of the fam-
ily.  God sometimes reversed this order, as 
he did with Jacob and Esau (Genesis 25:21-
26), and as Jacob later did with Ephraim 
and Manasseh (Genesis 48:13-22).  Reuben 
was the firstborn of Jacob, but his rights as 
the firstborn were taken away because of 
his sin (Genesis 35:22; 49:3-4 and Message 
110:22). 
     The term firstborn therefore has two 
main meanings.  The first is more literal, 
referring to the fact that this son is the first 
son to be born of his father.  The second 
meaning and most important to us refers to 
the rights and authority of a person, be-
cause they are the firstborn.  Our Lord is 
the “Firstborn” in several ways, but most of 
all He is the One who has been appointed 
by God to be in authority over all things 
(Colossians 1:13-23, especially verses 15 
and 18). 
     Closely related is the expression 
“son” (which you see in II Samuel 7:14 and 
Psalm 2:7-9. Compare Psalm 110:1-3 and 
Hebrews 1:5-14).  We can see that the ex-
pressions, “Thou art My Son, Today I have 
begotten Thee”  (Hebrews 1:5) to be syn-
onymous.  This speaks not of the birth of 
our Lord (as though this were when He 
came into existence – for He is eternal as 
John 1:1-3 indicates), but of His installation 
as King of the earth by His Father. 
     Metaphorically, Jesus Christ is first born 
to express at the same time His relation to 
man and the universe and His difference 
from them, as both He and they are related 
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to God.  The laws and customs of all na-
tions show that to be the “firstborn” means 
not only priority in time, but certain superi-
ority in privilege and authority.  Israel is 
God’s firstborn among the nations (Exodus 
4:22; compare Jeremiah 31:9).  The Messi-
anic King is God’s firstborn prototokos), 
“the highest of the kings of the 
earth” (Psalm 89:27).  Christ, as “the first-
born of all creation” (Colossians 1:15), is 
not only prior to it in time, but above it in 
power and authority.  “…All things were 
created by him, and for him.” Colossians 
1:16.  He is “sovereign Lord over all crea-
tion”.  It denotes His status and character 
(rank) and not His origin; the context does 
not admit the idea that He is a part of the 
created universe.  So in His incarnation He 
is brought into the world as “firstborn,” and 
God summons all His angels to worship 
Him (Hebrews 1:6).  In His resurrection He 
is “firstborn from the dead” (Colossians 
1:18 or “of the dead” (Revelation 1:5), the 
origin and prince of life.  And finally He is 
“firstborn among many brethren” in the 
consummation God’s purpose of grace, 
when His elect are gathered home.  Not 
only is He their Lord, but also their pattern, 
God’s ideal Son and men are foreordained 
to be conformed to (his) image “ (Romans 
8:29).  Therefore the saints themselves, as 
growing in His likeness, and as possessing 
all the privileges of eldest sons, including 
the kingdom and the priesthood, may be 
called the “church of the firstborn who are 
enrolled in heaven” (Hebrews 12:23). (End 
Credit) 
     Jesus is the eternal father because He 
was conceived by the Power of God and 
because He dwelleth in the flesh and Son 
because of the flesh.  (Record of the 
Nephites, Mosiah 15:1-5). 

     Whenever the names of Noah’s three 
sons are recorded, Shem is always men-
tioned first (Genesis 9:18; 10:2, 21), even 
though Shem was the second-born (the Bi-
ble often lists people according to promi-
nence rather than age.).  Japheth was the 
oldest (Genesis 10:21), and Ham was the 
youngest (Genesis 9:24). 
     Noah blessed Shem above his brothers 
(Genesis 9:26-27), and it was through 
Shem that the promised seed destined to 
crush Satan came (Genesis 3:15).  This 
seed is traced back to Adam’s son Seth 
(Genesis 5:1-32), through Shem, and on to 
Abraham, Judah and David, leading all the 
way to Christ (Luke 3:36).  Shem was the 
ancestor of all the sons of Eber (Genesis 
10:21), and this is important because the 
word Eber is the origin of the Hebrew word 
for “Hebrew”. 
     It is natural to assume Shem the right-
eous son of Noah was instrumental in the 
tutelage and preservation of God’s decrees 
to his descendants.  Many scholars believe 
was Melchizedek, the priest of Salem who 
blessed Abraham later in Genesis. 
     Abraham (Abram) was the son of Terah.  
Terah’s father was Nahor, son of Serug in a 
line of descendants of Shem some who 
were not righteous.  Terah was the grandfa-
ther of Lot.  His daughter Sarai, by a sec-
ond wife, was also his daughter-in-law, 
wife of Abram.  God blessed Abraham and 
called him out of Ur (Genesis 11:10) marks 
a transition in the genealogical records.   
Whereas Shem was the one believed to 
have kept the records of Ancient Israel 
(Genesis 10:1 through 11:9), it is Terah, the 
father of Abram, who is believed to have 
picked up the record.  Though He was not 
ready to establish a nation unto Him, the 
promised seed had been preserved, the re-
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cords of that seed were intact, and His plan 
for the continuation of Ancient Israel was 
still in action. (Genesis 11:10-28; 12:1-8 
http://www.israel-a-history-of.com/
terah.html) 
     If one takes the genealogical records at 
face value, with no gaps existing, then it is 
believed that Shem lived until after Terah’s 
death.  Even Noah himself lived until 
Abram’s father was 128 years old.   
     The genealogy of Abraham appears in 
Genesis 5, Genesis 10:1-7, 20, 22-23, 31-
32, and Genesis 11, Luke 3:34-36 and I 
Chronicles 17-27.  Up to Genesis 11, the 
names of these early patriarchs had not 
been given.  In order, the names of these 
men are:  Peleg, Reu, Serug, and Nahor. 
     Genesis 14:18 “And Melchizedek, king 
of Salem, brought forth bread and wine and 
he was the priest of the most high God.  19) 
And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be 
Abram of the most high God, processor of 
heaven and earth.” 
     What became known as the Order of 
Melchizedek had two areas of ordained au-

thority here on earth, those being a 

righteous kingdom and priesthood of a 

Holy nation.  Message 22:19 “…and the 
kingdom of God might be established on 
earth in its fullness, and the Church set in 
order in its completeness.”   Message 24:9 
“Behold, I am again establishing My 
Church  (priesthood and ministry authority) 
and My Kingdom (government and domin-
ion authority) upon earth…”  Hebrews 2:8 
Until He makes His enemies his footstool 
putting down all rule, authority and power 
on earth. 
    Alma 13:14-18 in part:  in those days 
there was a high priest Melchizedek who 
was a high priest after same order which I 
have spoken of found in  13:1  “… who 

took upon him the high priesthood forever.”  
He was King over the land of Salem.  The 
people had become strong in iniquity and 
abominations.  He “…exercised mighty 

faith and received the office of High 

Priesthood, according to the Holy Order 

of God…” whose ordinances were given 

after this manner that the people might 

look forward on the Son of God; it being 

a type of His order, or it being His order.  

Because he did preach repentance unto his 

people who did repent and did establish 

peace in his land in his days he was called 

prince of peace, for he was the king of Sa-
lem and he did reign under his father 

(called :  to describe or think of somebody 
in a particular way) (a synonym is titled). 
     19.   “Now, there were many before 
him, and also there were many afterwards, 
but none were greater; therefore, of him 
they have more particularly made men-
tion.”   
     The lineage of Melchizedek is not listed 
in the bible.  Then it must be a title give to 
him because of his greatness.  His greatness 
was in representing the type and order and 
rank of the office and authority of the son 
of God’s priesthood as defined by the inter-
pretation of the name Melchizedek.  Since 
it says he was called (entitled) the prince of 
peace, for he was the king of Salem and he 
did reign under his father like in the com-
ing reality of Christ.  He therefore must 
have been born and died and had lineage 
before and after him like it speaks of other 
priests in Hebrews 7:23 “And they, truly, 
were many priests, because they were not 
suffered to continue by reason of death; 24) 
But this man because he continueth ever, 
hath an unchangeable priesthood.” 
     He was both King and High Priest and 
established Peace like unto the prophesied 
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Messiah that would deliver His people. 
     This priesthood being a type means to 
represent prophetically; foreshadow; pre-
figure the fulfilling and the reality of it in 
Christ. 
     Message 12:8 “…remember, Christ is at 
the head of the church, and will direct his 
work; he is the great high priest of his peo-
ple and he will direct the work as in days of 
old…”  It is the office and authority of His 

Headship/Kingship and Priesthood.  
Psalm 89:27 “Also I will make him my 
firstborn, higher than the kings of the 
earth.”  Revelation 1:5 says that the first-
born of the dead and ruler of the kings of 
the earth.  He is our “Ruling Righteous 
Priest.” 
     Melchizedek is from Hebrew Malki-
tzedeq, literally “king of righteousness”, 
from melekh “king,” second element re-
lated to tzadaq “he was righteous,” tradiq 
“just, righteous” (the title by which he was 
called.). 
     Hebrews 7:2-3 “first being, by interpre-

tation, King of righteousness, and after 

that also King of Salem, which is, King of 

peace; Without father, without mother, 

without descent, having neither beginning 

of days nor end of life, but made like unto 

the Son of God, abideth a priest continu-
ally.”   (Speaking of the priesthood being 
eternal). 

     The priesthood was eternal in Christ 

before Adam and his seed and not reck-

oned from genealogy because of death 

and continues forever in Christ.   
     Hebrews 7:24 Because He continues 
forever, His Priesthood is unchangeable.   
      Alma 13:7 Because “this high priest-

hood being after the order of his Son 

which order was from the foundation of 

the world; or in other words, being with-

out beginning of days or end of years, be-

ing prepared from eternity to all eter-

nity…” 

     Now let us continue with the line of 
Priesthood and Authority following or after 
Melchizedek. 
      Abraham anointed his son Isaac prom-
ised by God and he Jacob.  Jacob who God 
named Israel blessed his Twelve sons. 
      Hebrews 11:17-18 “By faith Abraham, 
when he was tried, offered up Isaac; and he 
that had received the promises offered up 
his only begotten son, Of whom it was said, 
In Isaac shall thy seed be called.”  (A type 
for John 3:16), 
     With the words of Genesis 11:27 “Now 
these are the generations of Terah…”, the 
duty of Terah had been completed.  From 
here, the record is picked up by Abram’s 
son Isaac.  Terah lived until Isaac was 35 
years old, so it is possible that Isaac re-
ceived this record directly from his grand-
father.  It is believed, according to Joshua 
24:2-3, Terah became an idolater in his 
later years.  It is probable that Isaac re-
ceived the records of ancient Israel from his 
father Abram.  Abram had been brought up 
with these records and must have taken 
them with him when he left his father.  
“And Abraham gave all that he had unto 
Isaac.” (Genesis 25:5) 
     Genesis 27 Jacob received the blessing 
from Isaac that could have belonged to 
Esau and God called him Israel.  (Genesis 
35:10). 

     Among the sons of Israel the rank and 

rights of the blessings of inheritance, 

priesthood, and ruling authority were div-

vied rather than being centeralized in one.   
     As the firstborn of the family Reuben 
had claim to the inheritance rights of the 
firstborn, but he forfeited it through pride 
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and immorality with his father’s concubine 
Bilhah (the mother of his brothers:  Dan 
and Naphtali) is recorded in Genesis 35:22 
     Joseph received the birthright inheri-
tance of a double portion in his blessing 
from Jacob, who adopted his two sons, 
Ephraim and Manasseh, and blessed them 
crossing his hands putting the younger 
Ephraim first. 
     I Chronicles 5:1-2 “Now the sons of 
Reuben, the first-born of Israel (for he was 
the first-born; but, forasmuch as he defiled 
his father’s bed, his birthright was given 
unto the sons of Joseph, the son of Israel, 
and the genealogy is not to be reckoned af-
ter the birthright.  For Judah prevailed 
above his brethren, and of him came the 
chief ruler; but the birthright was Jo-
seph’s).”   
     The second-born son Simeon and the 
third born son Levi received the following 
for wiping out all men of Sheehem in re-
taliation for the rape of their sister Dinah  
(Genesis 34:25-29) . 
     I will divide them in Jacob and scatter 
them in Israel:  The prophecy of dividing 
and scattering turned out to be a curse for 
Simeon.  The tribe of Simeon was the 
weakest numerically of the 12 son 
(Numbers 24:14) and shared an allotment 
of land with Judah (Joshua19:1) and was 
eventually assimilated by Judah’s tribe. 
     The prophecy became a blessing for 
Levi.  He was scattered throughout the 
whole nation of Israel.  They received no 
large tract of land for the Lord was their in-
heritance, not land (Joshua 13:33).  Levi 
relinquished its land-owning status and as-
sumed the role of providing the other tribes 
with priests to represent them to the Lord.  
     Levi was the father of Kehoth, the father 
of Amran who was the father of Moses and 

Aaron.  Psalms 99:6 lists Moses and Aaron 
among his priests. 
     The tribe of Levi did eventually redeem 
itself in the eyes of God by standing against 
idolatry of the other tribes (Exodus 32:26-
29).  They would serve as a representative 
for the whole nation (Malachi 2:4, Num-
bers 18:8-9, Jeremiah 33:20-26). 
     Exodus 28:1 “And take thou unto thee 
Aaron, thy brother, and his sons with him, 
from among the children of Israel, that he 
may minister unto me in the priest’s office, 
even Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and 
Itamar, Aaron’s sons.”  The entire tribe of 
Levi was Temple Priests.  Not all could be 
High Priests.  The Lord destroyed Nadab 
and Abihu.  After the Lord showed the peo-
ple His Glory by fire consuming the offer-
ing of Moses and Aaron the manner the 
Lord instructed they wanted to do what 
Moses and Aaron had done and made their 
offering with “strange fire” for their own 
recognition, for the admiration, for them-
selves by trying to duplicate what God had 
done.  They used fire from a foreign source 
not from the altar of sacrifice.  (Leviticus 
9:23, 10:1-2, 16:12; Deuteronomy 4:24)  
The message is the Lord will not tolerate 
the misuse of usurping of His Authority and 
Plan by spiritual ego and jealousy (II 
Chronicles 26:16-20; Numbers 12  Exam-
ple:  Aaron’s sister Miriam’s ego and jeal-
ousy of Moses’ wife and his spiritual au-
thority and King Uzziah who invaded the 
priest’s office. 
     The priesthood was divided into three 
groups: (1) the high priests, (2) ordinary 
priests, and (3) Levites priest.  The lowest 
order of priesthood was the Levites who 
card for the service of the sanctuary.  They 
took the place of the first-born who be-
longed by right to God (Exodus 13:2, 12, 
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gathering of the people be.” Genesis 49: 
8-10.  Each of these refers to the ruling po-
sition Judah will have among his brethren.  
He received the leadership authority of the 
firstborn’s inheritance.  This leadership po-
sition among his brothers means that the 
eventual kings of Israel would come from 
Judah and the Messiah would also come 
from the tribe of Judah.  In Revelation 5:5 
Jesus is called the Lion of the tribe of 

Judah.   

     Under the blessings of Levi and Judah 

and the Law of Moses the king and high 

priest were separated and being either a 

king or high priest depended on a separate 

genealogy.  The kings were from the tribe 

of Judah and the line of David while the 

Priest was from the tribe of Levi and line 

of Aaron.  The penalty was death for any-

one but the high priest to enter into the 

most holy place of the temple and minis-

ter.  (Numbers 4:15, 19; Jeremiah 33:17-

18). 
     The Messiah would be the son of David 
after the manner of the flesh and his Lord 
as the incarnate of God in the flesh to offer 
the sacrifice of ending all spilling of blood 
and the attars of figuration’s and shadows.  
Men might give a broken heart and contrite 
spirit to serve a living God.  Message 
85:22. 
     We will see how the authority of His 
priesthood became separated according to 
the lineage of the sons David and Aaron 
and how according to His plan became 
united again as one Holy Priesthood a the 
messenger confirmed in Message 102:58-
59 with the functions and duties that 
pleases Him under His one Plan of Author-
ity again in our day. 
     Having ascended up on high He is for-
ever the High Priest and King of Right-

13; 22:29; 34:19, 20; Leviticus 27:26; 
Numbers 3:12, 13,41, 45; 8:14-17; 18:15; 
Deuteronomy 15:19).  The sons of Aaron, 
who were set apart for the special office of 
priest, were above the Levites.  Only they 
could minister at the sacrifices of the altar.  
The highest level of the priesthood was the 
high priest.  He represented bodily the 
height of the purity of the priesthood.  He 
bore the names of all the tribes of Israel on 
his breastplate into the sanctuary, thus rep-
resenting all the people of God (Exodus 
28:29).  Only he could enter into the holiest 
of all and only on one day a year to make 
expiation for the sins of the entire nation. 
     Judah and the Joseph tribes both receive 
extensive blessings, suited to their preemi-
nence.  Judah was the major component of 
the Kingdom of Judah, and the Joseph 
tribes, in particular Ephraim, the preemi-
nent group in the Kingdom of Israel.  Jacob 
(Israel) elevated Joseph to a patriarch 
(Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph).  God 
gave Jacob’s name Israel to Joseph’s two 
sons and of Abraham and Isaac (Genesis 
48:16), giving them equal status with his 
remaining eleven. 
     For me this helps explain the Priesthood 
of the Nephites. (Patriarchies were the male 
head and priest of his family.  The right-
eous seed of Manasseh would receive the 
blessing and the birthright from the line of 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob (Israel) and Joseph 
and could then perform the Holy Rites in 
the Tabernacle and Temple of the Lord for 
the nation of Israel.   
     Now for Judah’s blessing:  Judah, 

thou art he whom thy brethren shall 

praise…as lion…The scepter shall not 

depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from 

between his feet, until Shiloh come (till 

his Seed comes); and unto him shall the 
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eousness of His people.  He has again ap-
pointed His servants after the manner and 
order of the authority and rule of His one 
Holy Priesthood to continue with the work 
of His ministry bringing others to Christ 
and for the edifying and perfecting of the 
saints and their sanctification in Him.   For 
building the Church and Kingdom of God 
on earth until His return with the glory of 
the Kingdom of Heaven and of His resur-
rection for them to spend eternity with 
Him.  This is what the angel of the Lord 
has brought that was once taken from men 
and returned to heaven but now has been 
restored. 
     For by one offering of His atoning blood 
He hath perfected for ever them that are 
sanctified (Hebrews 9:12). 
      Message 102:58-59 “The way shall be 
one holy priesthood and that after  the order 
of God, after the order of Jesus the Christ, 
the son of man…there are many functions 
of duties but one Plan of Authority…” 
     It is because of the perfection of His 
priesthood that the type of His office and 
authority as represented by Melchizedek, 
Aaron and David were effective in their 
day by him fulfilling the end for which He 
was sent into the world being sanctified, 
anointed and appointed by the father. 
     There are two fundamental truths touch-
ing His priesthood are made very promi-
nent in the Epistle to the Hebrews.  These 
are its order and its function and duties.  By 
the order of this meant the preeminent rank 
or grade and authority of His office and by 
function and duties the anointed and the 
anointing power of His ministry that in-
cluded the sacrifice of His body and blood 
for the atonement and reconciliation for our 
sins. 
 

    End of Part One.          

Young Adults  

Department 
Karen Wilkin 

Missouri 

 
     March and April are very welcoming 
months.  They are the beginning of Spring.  
After a long winter, sunnier, warmer, better 
days are inviting and offer a ray of hope for 
much nicer weather, many more pleasant 
days.  They also represent the ‘”Renewness 
of Life”:  tree’s begin to get new leaves, 
baby birds are being hatched, grass begins 
to grow, flowers begin to pop up after rest-
ing all winter and little baby animals are be-
ing born from every species. The land  
awakens and new life and so much beauty 
resurrects after a long winter’s nap. 
     However, there is a story that goes even 
beyond the welcoming of Spring.  This story 
is found in the New Testament.  This is a 
true story, a story of Pure Love and Sacrifice 
of a man named Jesus.  Of course you have 
heard this story many times since you were 
just a little child.  But what I want to discuss 
with you goes even deeper than just hearing 
the story.  Have you  
experienced the story?  There is a time in 
our life that this story becomes far more 
than a story, but it becomes a Witness, a 
Testimony, a Miracle, a Personal Experience 
that will be profound in your walk with 
Christ.  This story will become very emo-
tional to you as you truly understand what 
Jesus did for us when He died on the cross.  
It will become “real” to you and have an af-
fect on you like nothing else you have ever 
experienced. 
     While Jesus hung on the cross there were 



 

 

two other men also being crucified with 
him.  One of these men had this very type 
of experience I am talking about.  Luke 
23:39 “And one of the malefactors who 

were hanged railed at him, saying, If 

thou be the Christ, save thyself and us. 

(40) But the other, answering rebuked 

him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, see-

ing thou art in the same condemnation? 

(41) And we, indeed, justly; for we re-

ceive the due reward of our deeds.  But 

this man hath done nothing amiss.  (42) 

And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember 

me when thou comest into thy kingdom.  

(43)  And Jesus said unto him, Verily I 

say unto thee, Today shalt thou be with 

me in paradise.”  

     What a most enlightening, beautiful, ex-
hilarating experience this humble man ex-
perienced this day.  See, the one man 
thought with a carnal mind, just thinking 
and exclaiming if he be the Christ, then 
show us, show them, save us all.  He was-
n’t humble in his request, but rather cocky 
and acted angry about it.  He wanted to just 
show them all up.  But then here you have 
the other man who was showing deep sor-
row for his sins, expressing to Jesus He be-
lieved He was the Christ and right there on 
the cross, suffering and in agony, not show-
ing malice or contempt, but in deep humil-
ity asked Jesus to allow him to come into 
His kingdom and Jesus seeing this deep, 
humble repentance and belief, said to him, 
“Today shalt thou be with me in paradise.” 
      Do you see the difference in their atti-
tudes?  Even on the cross, suffering and dy-
ing Jesus taught us a lesson.  Right up to 
the end He was teaching us.  In five verses 
do you realize the message that is given 
here?  Do you fully understand why it all 
happened this way?  Have you thought 
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about how Jesus could have called ten 

thousand Angels to come and stop all of 
this?  Do you understand in your heart, why 
He didn’t?  His plan had to be fulfilled, at 
His expense, for us, for all mankind.  
Prophesy was being fulfilled right before 
their eyes.  Believers and unbelievers 
watched, some with contempt in their 
hearts, some with sorrow and pain as they 
watched their Savior being so unjustly cru-
cified.  But they also knew it was not over 
for Jesus, but really just the beginning for 
Him as He would arise in 3 days from the 
grave and then return to Heaven.  But His 
sacrifice was given with so much love for 
His people.  It meant Eternal Life was pos-
sible for those who loved Him, served Him 
and obeyed Him. 
     I chose these few verses out of the 
whole story because of the magnitude of its 
meaning.  If you understand in your heart 
what really took place between Jesus and 
these two men, you have gained great in-
sight into the true meaning behind it.  It is 
tremendously deep.  In the crucifixion story 
you have read about and learned about, 
“betrayal, sacrifice, humility, anger, heart-
ache, longsuffering, abuse, denial, right-
eousness, evil schemes, unjust acts, pain, 
rewards, love and VICTORY!!  Yes, vic-
tory, because when Jesus breathed His last 
breath, Victory was His!  Prophesy had 
been fulfilled as it is written.  He gave His 
own life so we could be saved.  This alone 
my friends are enough to tremble at those 
very words.  Did it affect you in a humble 
way when you read this story and actually 
understood what it all really means?  Did 
you tremble?  Did you have tears come to 
your eyes at the very thought of what just 
happened?  Did you find yourself wanting 
to kneel to your knees and seek repentance 



 

 

and give yourself even more to Christ?  Did 
you feel God’s deep love in your heart once 
you realized this old, old story lives on and 
has an affect on all those who believe and 
accept Him as our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
the Christ. 
     When Jesus died on the cross, did you 
know He had you on His mind?  Do you 
know that Jesus is stretching out his arms 
as far as they will go  and saying to you, “I 
Love you this much”.  He loves you so 
much He gave His life for you, yes you.  
He suffered through it all for you my 
friends.  His death was not in vain.  His 
death meant Victory and all we have to do 
is Love Him back.  Give Him our heart 
with full intent to serve Him, live for Him, 
be obedient to Him and show we love and 
believe in Him by our actions.  He wants 
doers of the Word, not just talkers. 
     He wants us take up the cross and fol-
low Him.  Once you do, your life will never 
be the same.  If you already have accepted 
the Lord and have been baptized, then 
greater things still awaits you as your faith 
and trust in the Lord deepens.  The closer 
you are to the Lord the more the Holy 
Spirit will lead, guide and direct you and 
give you more experiences to obtain and 
enjoy and VICTORY will be yours too!  
     Luke 24:6-7 “He is not here, but is 
risen!  Remember how he spoke unto you 
when he was yet in Galilee, (7) Saying, The 
Son of man must be delivered into the 
hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and 
the third day rise again.” 
May the true meaning and realness of this 
Easter Season fill your heart with love, joy, 
peace, happiness and blessings as you con-
template, think upon and ponder these 
things in your heart? 

Your Friend in Christ, 
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Junior Department 
Thresa Ray 

Missouri 
 

Easter 
 

Dear Youth, 
     I hope you are enjoying this beautiful 
springtime weather.  Spring is my favorite 
time of the year.  There is new life all round 
us: the grass is turning green, trees are bud-
ding, flowers are blooming, and baby ani-
mals are frolicking about in the fields with 
their mothers.  Everything is exquisite –and 
God mad it all! 
     Spring reminds me of the new life, the 
everlasting life we can have through Jesus 
Christ! As we celebrate Easter, it makes me 
so sad to think that anyone could have been 
so cruel to take the life of our dear Jesus.  
We must remember that it was part of 
God’s ‘big plan’. 
     John 3:16  For God so loved the world 

that He gave His only begotten Son, that 

whosoever believeth in him should not per-

ish, but have everlasting life.  Jesus died for 
our sins so we could all be forgiven  
through belief in Him and be able to have 
eternal life with God.  Then Jesus arose 
from the dead.  He was resurrected –alive 
again! 
     As a child you are part of the great 
Kingdom of God.  As you grow older you 
learn right from wrong.  You are also faced 
with more temptations to do wrong.  You 
must try your best to serve God, to study 
God’s words and to live the best life you 
can. You  are responsible for your actions.  
One day you will feel in your heart that it is 
time to be baptized – just as scripture com-
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mands, just as Jesus was. 
     Matthew 28:19  (Jesus is speaking)  Go 

ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptiz-

ing them in the name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 

 Mark 16:16 (Jesus is speaking)  He 

that believeth and is baptized shall b saved; 

but he that believeth not shall be damned. 

     Acts 2:38  And Peter said unto them, Re-

pent, and be baptized every one of you in 

the name of Jesus Christ for the remission 

of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the 

Holy Ghost.” 

     Message 94:5  I am at the helm, for I 

bring the Gospel of the Kingdom  to 

awaken and Light the Way.  All that come 

this Way, repenting of evil ways and the  

traditions of the world must be humble and 

be baptized in water in the authority I  

bring, for the remission of their sins 

through the atoning blood of Christ Jesus. 

     John the Baptist brings the authority 
from God.  He baptized Jesus in His day 
and is telling us to be baptized in the au-
thority he brings today. 
      RN 3Nephi 11:38 (Jesus is speaking)  

And again I say unto you, Ye must repent, 

and be baptized in my name, and become 

as a little child, or ye can in no wise inherit 

the kingdom of God. 

     If you are truly sorry for any wrong you 
may have done, God will forgive you. 
When you are baptized you will be clean 
again, clean in the spirit as a newborn baby. 
You will once again be part of the great 
Kingdom of God. 
     We can only be saved through belief in 
Jesus Christ – but there is more to it than 
just that.  You must endure to the end.  You 
must daily try to do God’s will, obeying 
God’s commandments—because in the end 
time you will be judged according to your 

works. 
     Message 84:2  (John the Baptist is 

speaking)  I am the servant of the Lord. I 

am the forerunner of the Christ.  I am he to 

prepare the Way.  I give the Word in due 

season. 

I speak in the Spirit and Power of God, of 

the Elias, the  Assured way, a Fountain of 

Truth.  I am clothed with Light for a cover-

ing.  The words I speak are eternal words.  

I speak the words of Christ, the Living God.  

His Words shall judge you in the last day. 

Shape your lives by the words I bring and it 

will be well with you.  This is the Assured 

Way of the Lord. 

     RN Alma 34:32  For behold, this life is 

the time for men to prepare to meet God; 

yea, behold the day of this life is the day for 

men to perform their labors. 

     Revelation 20:13  And the sea gave up 

the dead which were in  it; and death and 

hell delivered up the dead which were in 

them; and they were judged every man ac-

cording to their works. 

     2 Corinthians 5:10  For we must all ap-

pear before the judgment seat of Christ: 

that every one may receive the things done 

in his body, according to that he hath done, 

whether it be good or bad. 

     Revelation 22:10  (Jesus is speaking) 

And, behold, I come quickly; and my re-

ward is with me, to give every man accord-

ing as his work shall be. 

     Message 102:12  Knowledge cometh 

from study of the Books and Grace from 

much prayer, Salvation by obedience, De-

liverance by endurance.   

     Revelation 2:10  (Jesus is speaking)  …

Be thou faithful unto death and I will give 

you a crown of life. 

     Your good life of believing, obeying, 
and serving God is what will give you eter-
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nal life as Jesus promised.   Even if your 
body dies – your soul will always be with 
God. 
     That is why, when springtime is here 
And I see the beauty of all the new life, it 
makes me so joyful to think of the wonder-
ful gift God offers each of us – everlasting 
life if we accept Jesus as our Savior  and 
follow in His footsteps. 
     May you have a very blessed Easter! 

Love in Christ, 
Sister Thresa Ray 
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 A Lesson in Patience 
 
     James 5:7-11 Be patient therefore, 

brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. 

Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the 

precious fruit of the earth, and hath long 

patience for it, until he receive the early 

and latter rain.  

     Be ye also patient; establish your 

hearts: for the coming of the Lord 

draweth nigh.  

     Grudge not one against another, 

brethren, lest ye be condemned: behold, 

the judge standeth before the door.  

     Take, my brethren, the prophets, who 

have spoken in the name of the Lord, for 

an example of suffering affliction, and of 

patience. 

     Behold, we count them happy which 

endure. Ye have heard of the patience of 

Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; 

that the Lord is very pitiful, and of ten-

der mercy. 

     How often have you needed to be pa-

tient? As mentioned in this passage, a 
farmer waits patiently for his crop. It does-
n’t happen over night. Nature needs to play 
its part in helping the crops to grow. Much 
like us when we need to wait patiently for 
things in our lives to happen. Some things 
take longer than others. 
     It’s very hard to wait for someone, or for 
something to happen; or to wait to go 
somewhere, or take your turn when playing 
a game. Even adults find it hard to be pa-
tient. Everyday we are faced with situations 
where we need to be patient. A lot of the 
time, these situations are out of our control. 
We can’t make it happen just because we 
want it right NOW! We all need to learn to 
wait – and wait patiently – without grum-
bling. 
     If we all could just think of others, and 
put their wants and needs before what we 
want, then we will develop more patience. I 
think learning to be patient is one of the 
hardest lessons to learn, as we tend to want 
everything right now. We live in a world 
where everything is ‘instant’. You see, even 
things we think will take a short time to do, 
may end up taking a long time, because of 
problems arising we didn’t see before we 
started the task. We need to remember this 
when we start getting impatient with others. 
If we learn to be more patient while we’re 
young, it will help shape how we respond 
to life’s ‘hold-ups’ when we are older. 
     Ecclesiastes 7:8  Better is the end of a 

thing than the beginning thereof: and the 

patient in spirit is better than the proud 

in spirit.  
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