
 

 

NUM. 3/4 March/April 2017 VOLUME 15 

The 2017 General  

Assembly 

Of 

The Church Of Christ 
With The Elijah Message, The 

Assured Way of The Lord, Inc. 
 
 

The 2017 General Assembly 
June 25 thru 27 

1316 South Osage Street 
Independence, Missouri 64055 

 

Third Message               Page 46 

Assembly Schedule       Page 47 

Missionary Report        Page  47 

A Study of the Priesthhood 

     Richard Johnson       Page 49 

A Mother of Israel  
     Eddie Lee                 Page 57 

Tithes, Offerings and Oblations 

     Ellen Draves             Page 59 

Young Adults                 
     Brenda Humpert       Page 61 

Junior Department          
     Thresa Ray               Page 64  
Primary Department      Page 67 

      Joy Ellen Draves-Dreher 
Local News 

     Sheila Crow              Page 68 

Obituary                         Page 68 

     Theophile Molayi Apanela 

 

The Church of Christ With The Elijah MessageThe Church of Christ With The Elijah MessageThe Church of Christ With The Elijah MessageThe Church of Christ With The Elijah Message    

THE ASSURED WAY OF THE LORD, Inc.THE ASSURED WAY OF THE LORD, Inc.THE ASSURED WAY OF THE LORD, Inc.THE ASSURED WAY OF THE LORD, Inc.    
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION FPR THE AMERICAS, AFRICA, ASIA, AUSTRALIA, AND EUROPEOFFICIAL PUBLICATION FPR THE AMERICAS, AFRICA, ASIA, AUSTRALIA, AND EUROPEOFFICIAL PUBLICATION FPR THE AMERICAS, AFRICA, ASIA, AUSTRALIA, AND EUROPEOFFICIAL PUBLICATION FPR THE AMERICAS, AFRICA, ASIA, AUSTRALIA, AND EUROPE    

‘… Let all have Faith. Turn to The Lord and obey His  
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His Kingdom shall fill the whole earth. The hands must be laid upon all that  
THE GREATER LIGHT  might come to them’ 
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Articles of Faith and Practice 
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 1.  We believe in God The Eternal Father, who only is Su-
preme; Creator of the Universe; Ruler and Judge of all; Un-
changeable and without Respect to persons. 
2.  We believe in Jesus Christ The Manifestation of God in the 
flesh, who lived, suffered and died for all mankind; whom we 
own as our Leader, Witness and Commander. 
3.  We believe in The Holy Ghost, The Spirit of Truth, The 
Comforter, which searcheth the deep things of God, brings to 
our minds things which are past, Reveals things to come, and is 
the medium by which we Receive Revelation of Jesus Christ. 
4.  We believe that men will be punished for their own sins and 
not for Adam’s transgression, and that as a consequence of The 
Atonement of Christ “all little children are alive in Christ, and 
also all they that are without The Law. For The Power of Re-
demption cometh on all they that have no law; wherefore, he 
that is not condemned, or he that is under no condemnation, 
cannot repent, and unto such, baptism availeth noth-
ing.” (Moroni 8:22) 
5.  We believe that through The Atonement of Christ all men 
may be Saved by Obedience to The Laws and Ordinances of 
The Gospel; viz. : Faith in God and in The Lord Jesus Christ; 
Repentance and Baptism by immersion for the remission of sins; 
Laying on of Hands for: (a) Ordination, (b) Blessing of Chil-
dren, (c) Confirmation and The Gift of the Holy Ghost (Acts 
8:17), (d) Healing of the sick. 
6.  We believe in the literal second coming and Millennial Reign 
of Jesus Christ; in The Resurrection of the Dead, and in Eternal 
Judgment; that men will be rewarded or punished according to 
the good or evil they may have done.  
7.  We believe in The Powers and Gifts of The Everlasting Gos-
pel: viz: The Word of Wisdom; The Word of Knowledge; The 
Gift of Faith; The Gift of Healing; Working of Miracles; Proph-
ecy; Discerning of Spirits; Divers kinds of Tongues; Interpreta-
tion of Tongues. 
8.  We believe The Fruits of The Spirit to be Love, Joy, Peace, 
Long Suffering, Gentleness, Goodness, Faith, Meekness, and 
Temperance. 
9.  We believe that in The Bible is contained The Word of God; 
that The Record of the Nephites is an added Witness for Christ, 
and that these contain ‘The Fullness of The Gospel.’  
10. We believe in the principle of Continuous Revelation; that 
The Canon of Scripture is not full, that God Inspires men in 
every age and among all people, and that He speaks when, 
where, and through whom he may choose.   

11. We believe that where there are six or more regularly Bap-
tized members, one of whom is an Elder, there The Church ex-
ists with Full Power of Church extension when acting in Harmo-
ny with The Law of God. 
12. We believe that a man must be Called of God by Revelation 
and Ordained by those having Authority, to enable him to 
Preach The Gospel and Administer The Ordinances thereof.  
13. We believe in the same Church Organization as existed in 
the time of Christ and His apostles. The highest office in The 
Church is that of an Apostle, of whom there are Twelve, who 
constitute Special Witnesses for Jesus Christ. They have The 
Missionary Supervision and The General Watch care of all The 
Churches. 
14. The primary function of The General Church, of which each 
Local Church is a component part, is Missionary and the build-

ing  up and extension of The Kingdom of God in all the world.           
15. We believe that Local Churches should govern their own 
affairs and that General Church officials should not dominate or 
interfere therewith. On invitation such general officers may, 
with propriety, give counsel and assistance. Local congregations 
are subject to The Articles of Faith and Practice and must be 
governed thereby. 
16. We believe The Church of Christ comprehends The True 
Brotherhood of man where each esteems his brother as himself 
and wherein The Divine Command to ‘love your neighbor as 
yourself’ is demonstrated by the prevalence of social equality. 
17. We believe that all men are Stewards under God and an-
swerable to Him not only for the distribution of accumulated 
wealth, but for the manner in which such wealth is secured. The 
primary purpose of Stewardship is not the increase of Church 
revenue or the mere contribution of money by those who have to 
those who have not, but to bring men to a realization of The 
Common Fatherhood and the universal brotherhood of man in 
all the affairs and expressions of life, and to maintain such so-
cial adjustments that each may enjoy The Bounty and Gifts of 
God, and be free to exercise his talents and ability to enrich the 
life of all. 
18. We believe that men should labor for their own support and 
that of their dependents. Ministers of The Gospel are not ab-
solved from this responsibility, but when Chosen or Appointed 
by The Church to devote their entire time to Missionary Work, 
their families are to be provided for out of General Church fund. 
The Admonition of Christ that The Ministry should not provide 
purse or scrip for their journey, but go Trusting in God and the 
people, is applicable. 
19. We believe that the temporal affairs of the General Church 
are to be administered by The General Bishopric under the su-
pervision and direction of the general conferences of The 
Church. The temporal affairs of The Local Churches shall be 
Administered by local Bishops under the supervision and direc-
tion of the local congregations. 
20. We believe that marriage is Ordained of God, and that The 
Law of God provides for but one companion in wedlock for 
either man or woman. In case of breach of this covenant the 
innocent one may remarry. 
21. We are opposed to war. Men are not justified in taking up 
arms against their fellows except as a last resort in defense of 
their lives and to preserve their liberty. 
22. We believe in The Literal gathering of Israel, and in The 
Restoration of The Ten Lost Tribes. 
23. We believe a Temple will be Built in this generation, in In-
dependence, Missouri, wherein Christ will Reveal Himself and 
Endow His Servants whom He Chooses with Power to Preach 
The Gospel in all the world to every kindred, tongue and people, 
that The Promise of God to Israel may be Fulfilled. 
24. We believe that a New Jerusalem shall be Built upon this 
land ‘unto The Remnant’ of The Seed of Joseph. (Ether 6:6-8; 
III Nephi 10:17), which city be Built, beginning at The Temple 
Lot.  
25. We believe The Ministry and Membership should abstain 
from the use of tobacco, intoxicating liquors and narcotics and 
should not affiliate with any society which administer Oaths or 
Covenants in conflict with The Law of God, or which interfere 
with their duties as freemen and citizens. 
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      THE GREATER LIGHT is posted on 
this web-site monthly by The Church of 

Christ With The Elijah Message, The As-
sured Way of The Lord, INC 4215 South 
Hocker Drive, Suite 110, Independence, 
Missouri 64055.  
     If you do not have means to read The 

Greater Light from a computer or make a 
hard copy to read, then let The Headquarter 
Office know and a hard copy will be made 
and mailed to you.   
    Message 53:3, ‘Give ear, Oh ye people 

of the earth. Hear The Warning today. I 

speak The Words and Will of The Lord. 

Let all have Faith. Turn to The Lord and 

obey His Commands. Heed repentance 

and baptism that The Way of The Lord 

shall be among men. His Kingdom shall 

fill the whole earth. The hands must be 
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laid upon all that THE GREATER 

LIGHT might come to them.’  

     Message 53:10, ‘Yea, I have brought  a  

Warning and few prepare for THE 

GREATER LIGHT,  but be thou Faith-

ful even all who hear, for The Lord’s Will 

shall  be  fulfilled  in  all  things.  All  

have their work to do and the day comes 

when The Lord shall breathe upon The 

Chosen and they shall do His Work in 

Mighty Power for their love toward the 

brethren. All that offend and that do not 

keep His Commandments shall not be 

His in the Last Day. Moreover, it is 

Christ’s Words that shall judge all men.’  
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     It  is  the  agreement  of The Quorum 

of Twelve of  This  Church,  that no Min-
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ister is to Ordain any man into The Min-

istry until said candidate has with  all his 

heart and soul confessed he agrees with 

everything written in The Articles of 

Faith and Practice.     

     It is each Elder’s duty to Seek Guid-

ance from and to keep The Territorial 

Apostle informed of his works in the re-

gion he is laboring. 
 

                    Secretary For The Twelve 

    

  

FOREWORD 

      THE GREATER LIGHT, the 
official publication of The Church of Christ 

With The Elijah Message, The Assured Way 

of The Lord, Inc., comes to YOU as an ex-
pression of the Hope we have in Christ. 
     In its pages are found the thoughts and 
expression of a united people, whose only 
aim is to promote The Cause of Christ by 
spreading abroad to every nation, tongue 
and people, The True Gospel of Christ that 
through Obedience to His Laws we might 
be found worthy of Eternal Life. 
     In this publication, The Record of The 

Nephites is quoted many times. This Book 
was Revealed and Translated by The Gift 

and Power of God: the year 1829 marked 
the beginning of The Restoration of all 

things. It is a history of the people who 
once lived in the region around The Great 

Lakes, some of whom are Ancestors of The 
American Indians. Though it contains a 
Record of two other groups of people who 
once lived here, it is for the most part a 
Record of The People of Nephi. 
     The Messages so often mentioned in this 
publication are Messages from The Lord, 
brought to earth by His Chosen Servant, 
John The Baptist, who comes to earth in a  
Glorified Body to finish The Work given  

to  him of  God;  that of  Restoring  all  
things  (Matthew  17:11-13). The  Angel 
first came in 1829, and Restored The Au-

thority Of The Son Of God, that The 

Church of Christ might be Established as in 
The Days of The Apostles. 
     In 1927, The Angel Messenger again ap-
peared, and on numerous subsequent visits, 
has brought to us The Word Of The Lord 

that The Church of Christ might be set in 
Order, that a people might be Prepared to 
be The Bride Of Christ. This is The Elijah 

Message so many have looked for, The 

Midnight Cry has been Proclaimed, A 

Warning of Destruction, but to The People 

Of The Lord, a Message that Christ’s soon 
Coming is near at hand. Fear God and give 
Glory to His Name, for The Hour of His 

Judgment has come. Awake thou that sleep-
est and Arise from the dead, and Christ will 
give you Light.  

     We hope that whosoever reads these 
pages might make it a matter of Prayer and 
Fasting in Humility before God, that they 
may know for themselves, that God has 
again Spoken and Revealed His Will from 
Heaven. To this end, we Dedicate The 

Greater Light.  
 

        THE BOARD OF PUBLICATION 

           THE QUORUM OF TWELVE 

 

 

Notices 

     Please make all checks for Tithes and 

Offerings, payable to THE CHURCH 

OF CHRIST WITH THE ELIJAH MES-
SAGE, 4215 South Hocker Drive, Suite 
110, Independence, Mo. 64055. Please no-
tify any change of address by the fifth of 
the month, if possible. We would like to 
keep our records up to date. Your coopera-
tion will be appreciated. Thank You! 
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Secretary-Treasurer of  Bishops’ 

                  Larry Crow 

THE MESSAGE OF 

CHRIST TODAY 

To All People 
Third Message 

     Received at Port Huron, Michigan, June 

12, 1927.  At 12:30 I was awakened from my 

sleep by the same messenger that appeared to 

me on February 4 and March 4.  He placed his 

hand on my shoulder and said: 

 

     1.  “Awake and write the message that I will 
give you, for this is a day of which Christ 
spoke, a time of haste, when much must be 
done. 
     2.  The instruction is sent, to the wise, a 
warning; to the sleeper, an awakening; to the 
wicked, destruction; but to the people of the 
Lord, a message that Christ’s coming is near at 
hand. 
      3.  Behold the church has slept and slum-
bered, but now let the wise trim their lamps, 
that the Spirit of God may be as oil to their 
lamps, for behold, the bridegroom is coming.  
Prepare ye the way for his coming.  Behold the 
Temple must be built. 
     4.  the gospel must be preached, the cry 
must go out, the Lord’s coming is near.  Behold 
this is a day when the world with its greed for 
wealth and pleasure must be warned as in the 
days of Noah.  Pride and vanity have filled the 
hearts of men, and the law of the Lord is for-
gotten. 
     5.  The Lord sent me to prophesy, for thus 
saith the Lord of Hosts; ‘I have sent my mes-
senger to you.  In the time of trouble when 
many of the hearts of my children were sad, 
their hope was fading away, their faith was 
tried, they looked to and fro for the old paths; 

in the anguish and distress of their souls 
I heard their cry. 
      6.  That my church and my people 
may again receive light and direction to 
carry on my work, let those that I have 
chosen to lead my people to labor in 
harvest, make haste that nothing may be 
lost, for great is the harvest, and labors 
are but few.  Let those of the twelve re-
lease themselves from those things that 
are now hindering them from taking the 
field, as soon they can, that my work 
may go on without delay.  Let mine el-
ders also labor in the field wherever 
they can, for joy shall come by sacrifice, 
and peace and blessings to all those that 
will serve me. 
     7.  Let those I have chosen to look 
after the poor and needy and to prepare 
the ways and means for a real Zion, la-
bor also in the field that they may see 
the needs of my people, for behold this 
is the sifting time when much must be 
done.  It will be by faith and humility 
and love that these things must be done. 
     8.  By my Spirit I will feel after the 
honest in heart and those that hear you 
will hear me, and those that reject you 
reject me also, and they shall sleep on 
until the bridegroom comes, but will not 
have oil in their lamps. 
     9.  Go in faith, your mission is one of 
love.  Remember; I have called you to 
be saviors of men. Be true to your call-
ing and my Spirit will direct you and I 
will manifest myself to you and will 
send my messengers in times of need.  
My Spirit shall fill your souls with joy.  
The way will be opened for you.  
Amen’” 

     The messenger was with me until 

1:15 a. m. or forty-five minutes.  He told 
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3:00 p.m Prayer and Testimony 

 

7:00  Preaching  Service   
 

Tuesday  June  26, 2017 

10:30 Priesthood  Meeting: Tithing   
 

1:00 p.m.  Study 

 

2:00 p.m.  Preaching  Service   
 

3:00 p.m.  Preaching  Service   
 

4:00 p.m.  Prayer  and  Testimony  Service   
 

7:00 p.m. Preaching  Service   
 

8:00 p.m. Closing Assembly & Sacrament  
 

Due to illness and some not being able at-
tend the complete schedule will not be 
available until the Assembly Starts 

 

Handmaiden of  the  Lord 

Meets Monday  and  Tuesday  at 10:00 a.m. 
If you  wish  to  help, contact Church Head-
quarters Office. 
 

General Assembly 2017 

June 25– June 27 

PLAN TO ATTEND 

 

Missionary Report 
Mike Greenwell 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,  
     Early in April 2017 my wife Nawassa 
and I traveled to Alabama to visit and hold 
worship, testimony, prayer, and Sacrament 
services with two groups of the Lord's true 
church.  
     We worshipped in sister Jeannette Sim-
mons home first on Sunday morning, the 
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me some things that were personal to my 

own business which I have not given  here.  

He also told me that his name was John, 

that his work was not finished but that he 

would come as He would be sent from time 

to time of the Lord, to direct in the affairs 

of the church. 

     I was wide awake and got up at once 

and dressed and wrote part, when all at 

once the Spirit left me and I could not write 

any more and my mind became a blank.  I 

thought of  going back to bed.  I said, 

“Lord, I cannot write this message unless 

you give it to me by your Spirit,” when all 

at once the same messenger stood by my 

side and looked over my shoulder and said, 

“Write.”  then the light came to me and I 

could write it just as it was given to me.  I 

think everything he told me is given here 

except what he told me about my personal 

affairs. 

 

2017 General Assembly 

Schedule 

(Tentative) 

 

Sunday, June 25, 2017 

2:00 p.m. Opening  Service   
Opening  Remarks: Apostle  Jairus Yates   
Speaking: Apostle  Richard  Johnson  

 

3:30 p.m. Sacrament, Prayer  & Testimony 

 

7:00  p.m.  Preaching  Service   
Introduction: Apostle  Richard  Johnson 

Speaking: Apostle  Jairus  Yates  

  

Monday, June  26, 2017 

10:30 Priesthood  Meeting   
 

1:00 p.m. Study 

 

2:00 p.m. Preaching  Service   



 

 

ninth of April.  Present were Janette Sim-
mons, her daughter Deborah Jointer, her 
son, evangelist Mort Armstrong, Deborah's 
son, a young man named Eric Kidd who 
was in attendance with his beautiful young 
daughter of only about four years old. Her 
name is Eriayana.  Also present was a lady 
named Alice Provo and her son, a very 
friendly young man named Terrance.   Sis-
ter Shirley Green was also present. Shirley 
is a very humble and a graceful lady who it 
is always a blessing to enjoy the company 
of.  But truly I can say the same for every-
one there.  
     It was a household of love, faith, the 
peace of Christ, all coupled with the fierce 
determination to loyalty to the power and 
the testimony given these precious saints 
by the merciful hand of the Lord.  
     And after prayer and song that Sunday 
morning we did all bear our testimony of 
the gift that the Lord has given to us.  
     Sister Janette told   that when she was 
very young, she was visited by one of the 
Nephites.  
     I told a story of how I came into this 
work when I was very young.  
     Most of the other testimonials were sim-
ilar, the brothers and sisters all thanking the 
Lord for all of the wonderful blessings re-
ceived down through the years.  
     The Lord spoke to the young man Eric 
through Nawassa. The Lord told him to get 
into the Word, to read and study every day. 
That if he would do that, the Lord will 
speak to him. Others present bore witnesses 
to truth of this Word from the Lord, be-
cause the Lord had been inspiring them to 
tell Eric the very same thing in recent 
days.  
     After church service was a wonderful 
dinner which had been prepared in advance 

of our arrival, much of it had been prepared 
the previous day. And we visited and fel-
lowship all afternoon.  
     Love was all around.  
     Late in the afternoon Nawassa and I 
traveled a short distance back to the motel 
in Auburn. Sister Gladys Moore drove up 
to see us there, and we had a wonderful 
long visit with her there.  
       Next morning she returned to visit with 
Nawassa, and she drove me to her son's of-
fice, Elder Levon Moore. Levon operates 
his own tax preparation business. He has 
many clients. If you go to visit him there 
you will see his Bible on his desk. The 
Record of the Nephites, and the Word of 
the Lord book on a shelf within easy reach. 
Scriptures on plaques on the walls. He was 
busy with clients on the telephone when I 
walked in, so I waited for him to get a 
break from the business. Meanwhile I lis-
tened in on the calls. I never heard him talk 
to anyone without a lot of respect. And 
most of the conversations included talk 
about the Lord, and the Lord's ways.  
When he finished with business we visited 
together for the rest of the afternoon. I up-
dated him as much as I could as to what is 
happening elsewhere in the Church.  
He took me back to the motel, but in the 
evening Nawassa and I went back to the 
office and we held a Bible study, a message 
study, and a Sacrament service. Later on I 
played and sang a couple of songs on the 
guitar.  
That was Monday evening. Sister Gladys, 
Levon, Nawassa, and myself were present. 
The Spirit present was the Lord's.  
Next morning, Tuesday, Nawassa and I 
traveled home.  
In closing, I would just say that I feel so 
blessed. What you find in Alabama is the 
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kind of faith that can't be shaken. The kind 
of faith that will remain. When you are 
there, you know it. You feel safe. You feel 
loved. What more can anybody ask for 
above that? Thank you, Alabama Church of 
Christ with the Elijah Message, The As-
sured way of the Lord. Thank you, Lord. 
LET'S GO THE REST OF THE WAY TO-
GETHER!  
 

         From the Apostles 

A Study and History of the Priesthood and 
Authority of God —Part 2 

Richard Johnson 

 

Study and History of the Priesthood and 
Authority of God – Part 2 

   It is my study about the true Seed and 
much more taken from the three standard 
books of the church and the use of many 
research sources available through the tech-
nology of the internet to include bible.org. 
It also compares bible dictionaries defini-
tions and synonyms of words including 
Greek and Hebrew lexicons. I call it open 
ended because it simply increases in its 
scope of understanding and knowledge 
with more study one does especially study-
ing the use of metaphors and types I have 
noted for you. I suggest you also spend 
time studying the many scripture references 
I have included. 
     The importance of the Priesthood and 
Authority for all mankind is found in these 
words of the Messenger. 
     Message 84:8.  I bring the authority and 
trust. I give the opening of the Way for the 
flow of God to come unto mankind.  I have 
given the Holy Priesthood after the order of 
God, after the order of His Son.  
     Message 116:3. Let the faith, repent-
ance, and the baptism be taught, with prop-

er authority, and the laying on the hands, 
for the gift and gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
     Message 111:5 In part: …without Au-
thority, and lack of the True Authority and 
Doctrine of Salvation, you are empty of the 
Lord. Without it you are ignoring the Plan 
of God, having a form of Godliness but 
denying the Power thereof. Therefore your 
failure is in not hearing the Truth as it 
comes, making the Word of the Lord of 
none effect.  
     Message 111:6. Let all repent and re-
ceive this Authority I send for mankind, the 
Pure Love of God,' saith the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Amen.  

 

Part Two 

 The Kings of Judah and Israel 
  
     Deuteronomy 17:14.-15. God spoke this 
to Israel: 14. When thou art come unto the 
land which the Lord thy God giveth thee, 
and shalt possess it, and shalt dwell therein, 
and shalt say, I will set a king over me, like 
as all the nations that are about me; 15. 
Thou shalt in any wise set him king over 
thee, whom the Lord thy God shall choose: 
one from among thy brethren shalt thou set 
king over thee: thou mayest not set a 
stranger over thee, which is not thy brother.  

  
     God was Israel’s true king and did reign 
over them with a series of judges for a peri-
od of about 450 years until Samuel the 
prophet. (Acts 13:20). Then Israel asked for 
a king to rule over them, just as all the sur-
rounding nations had (1 Samuel 8:5-7. 
10:24 and 12:12. ) just as God told Moses 
they would.  
     1Samuel 8:7. “And the LORD said unto 
Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the peo-
ple in all that they say unto thee: for they 
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have not rejected thee, but they have reject-
ed me, that I should not reign over them.”   
     A parallel is found Message 15:1 in our 
day and history of the people rejecting the 
Lord’s counsel in the twelfth message. The 
messenger told Brother Fetting the same 
thing when they rejected him and the mes-
sages the angel brought.   
     The people insisted on Saul for a king so 
God gave him to them, of the tribe of Ben-
jamin, to rule over Israel; he was anointed 
by the prophet Samuel : ‘Samuel took a 
flask of oil and poured it on Saul’s head 
and kissed him, saying: “Has not the 
LORD anointed you leader over his inher-
itance?   
      The altar (Exodus 29:36) as well as the 
priests (Exodus 30:30, 40:13-15) were 
anointed with oil. But, it was also with 
kings that the act of an ‘anointing’ was 
strongly associated. The term “the Lord’s 
anointed” was at one time synonymous 
with “king and priest” (see 1 Samuel 12:3, 
12:5, 26:11, 2 Samuel 1:14, Psalms 20:6).  
      It was I believe the anointing of the 
King by God that separated and divided the 
function and duties of the One Holy Priest-
hood of the Son of God that would need to 
be restored to the Savior, the first born of 
God. I note that God’s anointing of both 
King and Priest that were called by God 
was done by a Priest and or Prophet He had 
appointed.   
      Message 58:4 It has pleased God to re-
mind us: I have chosen and appointed you. 
My anointed with authority.   
      This very same anointing of God’s one 
Holy Priesthood and Authority of King and 
Priest was revealed and witnessed to the 
apostle John by this same angel in the first 
chapter of the revelation of Jesus Christ for 
us today.   

    Revelation 1:5,-6 And from Jesus Christ, 
who is the faithful witness, and the first be-
gotten of the dead, and the prince of the 
kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, 
and washed us from our sins in his own 
blood, And hath made us kings and priests 
unto God and his Father; to him be glory 
and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 
(Notice Jesus the Word made flesh was also 
called the faithful witness.) 
       But Saul displeased God and was re-
jected as their king. Israel was divided un-
der Saul’s eldest son Ishbosheth for a short 
time but after his death he was replaced as 
king by David the youngest son of Jesse 
who was from the tribe of Judah.   
      Israel was united again under David 
whom the prophet Samuel then anointed. 
The LORD said to Samuel, “Rise and 
anoint him; he is the one.” So Samuel took 
the horn of oil and anointed him in the 
presence of his brothers, and from that day 
on the Spirit of the LORD came upon Da-
vid in power” (1 Samuel 16:1-13, 2 Samuel 
5:1-5, 9-10).   
      In both cases a prophet was sent with 
oil, but in both cases we also see that the 
anointing with oil was followed by a more 
important anointing. The sanctification and 
consecration required for the work of God 
cannot result from oil applied to the exteri-
or of the body. Rather, it is typical of the 
Spirit whom God puts on His chosen ones 
that sanctifies them for His service.  
     Yet when David became King he still 
considered God was his King. Psalms 5:2, 
44:4, 68:24. David was a son in law of Saul 
and the eighth and youngest son of Jesse 
whose father was Obed whose father was 
Boaz from the kingly tribe of Judah whose 
blessing promised the Scepter of Authority 
and Power after David his son Solomon be-
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came king. (2 Samuel 2-4. 1Samuel 16:10-

11, Ruth 4:18:22 Matthew 1:1-6, Luke, 
3:31-34)  
      1 Chronicles 3:10-14 lists Solomon’s 
son Rehoboam, a wicked man, would again 
divide the kingdom—one called Israel and 
one called Judah. All of his descendants in 
this passage were from the seed of Abra-
ham, Judah and David. With the exception 
of 7½ years at the beginning of David's 
reign when he ruled only over the House of 
Judah (2 Samuel 2:11), these three kings 
reigned over the united 12 tribes of Israel 
as one nation.  However, because later in 
life King Solomon worshiped other gods 
and did not keep God's covenant and stat-
utes, God told him that He would split the 
kingdom into two nations after his death (I 
Kings 11:9-13).  This occurred about 960 
BC at the beginning of the reign of Solo-
mon's son, Rehoboam. Solomon’s other son 
Jereboam became king of the northern 
kingdom of Israel. 
     From the very beginning of the split, the 
northern kingdom perverted and outright 
broke God's Laws. King Jeroboam immedi-
ately began to change the Law. He removed 
the Levites from the priesthood, which 
caused most of them to return to the south-
ern kingdom of Judah (I Kings 13:33; II 
Chronicles. 11:13-14). 
      He also set up calf idols at Bethel and 
Dan, set up shrines on high places, and 
changed the time and place for observing 
the Feasts of God (I Kings 12:26-33). 
These sinful innovations plagued the House 
of Israel throughout their existence. 
      The last king of the northern kingdom 
of the house of Israel was Hoshea. 2 Kings 
15:30 about 730-721 B.C. 
Initial Assyrian Captivity of Israel (the 
Northern Tribes) 734 B.C. 2 Kings 15:29: 

      Tiglath-pileser III, king of Assyria from 
745-727 B.C., marched against King Pekah 
of Israel, and King Rezin of Syria because 
they made war against his vassal, King 
Ahaz of Judah. He punished Israel by car-
rying some of their people into exile (2 
Kings 16:7-9).  
Final Assyrian captivity of Israel 722 B.C. 
2 Kings 17:1-6: 
     Israel was destroyed and taken after a 
three year siege by Shalmaneser V, king of 
Assyria from 727-722 B.C. Assyrian in-
scriptions say that 27,290 people were tak-
en captive and deported, some to Gozan in 
Mesopotamia and others to Media. 
      Several decades before the fall of the : 
And I saw, when for all the causes whereby 
backsliding Israel committed adultery I had 
put her away, and given her a bill of di-
vorce; yet her treacherous sister Judah 
feared not, but went and played theHouse 
of Israel, the prophet Hosea preached the 
message of God to the separated tribes of 
Israel. While he addressed both the House 
of Judah and the House of Israel in his 
prophecies, Hosea's primary message is di-
rected at the House of Israel, or Ephraim:  
      Jeremiah 3:8. The Lord told Jeremiah  
Judah fear not, but went and played the har-
lot also.  
     From the beginning God uses sexual and 
marriage metaphors to describe the unfaith-
fulness of His people He loves breaking 
His covenants with them.  
      Egypt Conquers Judah 609 B.C. 2 
Kings 23:29-37, 2 Chronicles 35:20-27 490 
years are between the Israelites Exodus out 
of Egypt until the first year of the captivity 
that Daniel took part in. Before that, in 609 
B.C. Judah, the southern kingdom was tak-
en over by the Egyptians. Egypt, which is 
south west of Judah, was marching past Ju-
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dah to assist Assyria in a war. However, Ju-
dah's king foolishly refused to let them by 
and attacked them. Judah lost and Egypt 
make them a colonial state and killed Ju-
dah's foolish king. The Jews then anointed 
Jehoahaz king, but Egypt exercised her 
sovereignty over Judah; in three months 
they replaced Jehoahaz with Jehoiakim. 
      Initial Babylonian Captivity of Judah 
(the Southern Tribes) 605 B.C. Daniel 1:1-

7:  In 605 B.C. the Babylonians, led by 
Nebuchadnezzar the crown prince came 
from the north, attacked, and defeated 
Egypt at the battle of Carchemish. (2 Kings 
24:1-7) The same year Nebuchadnezzar 
was made king of Babylon. He reigned 
from 605-562 B.C. When Egypt fell Judah 
became a colonial state of the Babylon Em-
pire but was aloud to keep its own national, 
spiritual, and cultural identity. 
      After the battle of Carchemish, Nebu-
chadnezzar, as crown prince of Babylon, 
advanced to Jerusalem and then quickly left 
for Babylon to be crowned king when his 
father died. Then he returned to Jerusalem. 
Nebuchadnezzar spared King Jehoiakim, 
who had rebelled against him when he left 
to be made king. However, Nebuchadnez-
zar carried off several of the princes of Ju-
dah, among them was Daniel, Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego. The captivity of 
Israel lasted 70 years. (This count starting 
from Nebuchadnezzar's initial defeat of 
Egypt and Judah in 605 B.C.)  
Second Babylonian Captivity of Judah 597 
B.C. 2 Kings 24:1-16: 
      In 597 B.C. Jehoiakim, the king of Isra-
el rebelled against Babylon a second time. 
Nebuchadnezzar returned to Jerusalem and 
miserably defeated Jehoiakim and Israel. 
Because of this rebellion Nebuchadnezzar 
ransacked Jerusalem and many other major 
cities as Jeremiah had prophesied. Nebu-

chadnezzar killed many Jews. He also took 
around 10,000 selected captives. Ezekiel, 
the prophet was among the captives. 
     The last legitimate King to sit on Da-
vid’s throne was Jeconiah, aka Jehoiachin 
or Coniah about 600 BC, around the time 
of Ezekiel’s prophecy about him. The 
LORD was so offended by this King’s be-
havior that He pronounced a blood curse on 
the Royal line that none of his seed would 
sit upon the throne of David ruling in Ju-
dah. (Jeremiah 22:28-30) (2 Chr. 36:9-10.) 
     Third Babylonian Captivity of Judah 
586 B.C. 2 Kings 24:20-25:21 and Jeremi-
ah 39:1-10.  
     The prophet Ezekiel prophesied the fol-
lowing after Nebuchadnezzar made Zedeki-
ah Governor and changed his name from 
Mattaniah. He was a false and illegitimate 
king of Judah to succed his uncle Jeconiah. 
“And thou, profane wicked prince of Israel, 
whose day is come, when iniquity shall 
have an end, Thus saith the Lord God; Re-
move the diadem, and take off the crown: 
this shall not be the same: exalt him that is 
low, and abase him that is high. I will over-
turn, overturn, overturn, it: and it shall be 
no more, until he come whose right it is; 
and I will give it him.” Jeremiah 52:1-2, 
Ezekiel 21:25-27, 2 Chronicles 36:11-21, 2 
Kings 24:17, 25:30.  
     What was overturned? The whole reli-
gious system of King and High Priest and 
Kingdom of Israel. The High Priest Seraiah 
and many other priests and high officials 
were put to death and the holy vessels of 
the temple taken to Babylon. After Zedeki-
ah is deprived of his regal authority, there 
shall be no more kings anointed by God of 
that family till Christ comes.  
      Final Babylonian Captivity of Judah 
581 B.C. The books of 2 Kings 25:22-26, 
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Jeremiah 40-44, and Esther 1-10: 
     Assyrian Captivity of the Two King-
doms circ. 539 B.C. Haggai & Zechariah: 
      Judah's First Return From Exile to Jeru-
salem 538 B.C. Ezra 1-6                                                                                      
Cyrus, the Persian king, destroyed the Bab-
ylonian Empire and in the same year issued 
a decree permitting the Jews to return to 
their native land. As many as wished to 
could return, and the temple could be re-
built partially financed by the royal treas-
ury. The temple vessels also were returned. 
The number of those returning was 49,697, 
and were led by Zerubbabel.  
     Judah's Second Return From Exile to 
Jerusalem 458 B.C. Ezra 7-10: 
     Judah's Final Return From Exile 444 
B.C. Nehemiah 1-2: 
     Greece Takes Over Judea 334 B.C.:  
     Egypt & Syria Influence to Roman time 
in Palestine: 
     The Maccabean revolt followed, leading 
eventually to the founding of the Hasmone-
an dynasty. Continued political rivalries in 
Judea brought the intervention of the Ro-
man general Pompey in 63 B.C. This event 
signaled the end of Jewish political inde-
pendence, except for periods of brief auton-
omy during the ill-fated revolts of the first 
and second Christian centuries. In 70 A.D. 
Rome completely destroyed Jerusalem, the 
Temple, and all the Jews scattered through-
out the world. 
      The Messiah and King of Kings will be 
from the seed of David: John 7:42."Hath 
not the scripture said, That Christ cometh 
of the seed of David,” 

      Acts 2:30. David was also a prophet of 
God because he had the testimony of Jesus 
that is the spirit of prophecy: Therefore be-
ing a prophet, and knowing that God had 
sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit 

of his loins, according to the flesh, he 
would raise up Christ to sit on his throne; 
(Revelation 19:10.) (2 Samuel 7:12 -16.) 
       1 Timothy 6:15.Which in his times he 
shall shew, who is the blessed and only Po-
tentate (ruler), the King of kings, and Lord 
of lords; (He would be the seed promised to 
Eve and to Abraham and to David.)  
     Galatians 3:16. Now to Abraham and his 
seed were the promises made. He saith not, 
And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, 
And to thy seed, which is Christ.  
      Psalms 132:11. The Lord hath sworn in 
truth unto David; He will not turn from it: 
“Of the fruit of thy body I will set upon thy 
throne. 
       The results of the conflict between the 
seed of Eve and the serpent in Genesis 3:15 
was the basis of hope for Adam and Eve 
and their descendants, as they and those 
that followed looked forward for this prom-
ised seed. 
      The Messiah would be the son of David 
after the manner of the flesh and his Lord 
as the incarnate of God in the flesh: His 
root and offspring to offer the sacrifice of 
ending all spilling of blood and the altars of 
figuration's and shadows. That men might 
give a broken heart and contrite spirit to 
serve a living God. Message 85:22.  
     Matthew 22:45 and Psalms 110:1. David 
wrote: The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit 
thou at my right hand, until I make thine 
enemies thy footstool.  
     Revelation 22:16.  I Jesus have sent 
mine angel to testify unto you these things 
in the churches. I am the root and the off-
spring of David, and the bright and morn-
ing star.  
      Remember again how God separated 
the type for the Eternal Priesthood of the 
son of God that was called (titled) the 
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Priesthood after order of Melchizedek the 
King and Priest between Judah and Levi 
and both were tribes and branches of the 
house of Israel.     David the seed and off-
spring of Judah would hold the scepter and 
Power of the King and Lawgiver of Israel. 
(A type for the Messiah that means the 
Anointed One.)  
     James 4:12.There is one lawgiver, who 
is able to save and to destroy: Christ our 
LORD and King. Jesus is the son of David 
and the Messiah:  Now the part of the story 
we need to know about Jesus is Solomon’s 
older brother Nathan was also a son of Da-
vid who was never King but who carried 
David’s royal blood and needs to be taken 
into account when finding Jesus being the 
son of David. 
     If one looks carefully at the promise 
God gave to David about a successor, God 
never told David that Solomon should be 
the king. In fact, God told David that He 
would raise up his seed- that would proceed 
out of his bowels. (body). God never said 
Solomon. His son Absalom was dead and 
his son Adonijah wanted to be king. So Na-
than the prophet (not his son Nathan) spoke 
with the mother of Solomon and they went 
to King David and told him what Adonijah 
was doing and reminded him of his promise 
that Solomon should be king. David was 
now an old man and feeble. He told them to 
go at once and make Solomon king. 
(1Kings 1:5-10, 32-40; 3:5-15.) Zadok the 
high priest anointed Solomon with oil from 
a horn from the tabernacle, the tent which 
David had pitched in his city for the ark. 
     God’s Covenant with David and his 
seed: 1 Chronicles 17:10...Moreover I will 
subdue all thine enemies. Furthermore I tell 
thee that the LORD will build thee an 
house. 11. And it shall come to pass, when 

thy days be expired that thou must go to be 
with thy fathers, that I will raise up thy 
seed after thee, which shall be of thy sons; 
and I will establish his kingdom.(Establish: 
set up an organization, system, or set of 
rules) on a firm or permanent basis: Syn. 
Authorize. 
      2 Samuel 7:13. He shall build an house 
for my name, and I will stablish the throne 
of his kingdom for ever. Government and 
Priesthood) , was to be built by David's 
Seed; and this seed was to be raised up AF-
TER David slept with his fathers; which 
words clearly could exclude Solomon, who 
was set up and placed upon the throne BE-
FORE David was dead. The seed would be 
the cornerstone of this house. It would be 
made with living stones for the building up 
of God’s spiritual house with a foundation 
of apostles and prophets... Ephesians 2:20-

22. 
      Acts 2:29. Men and brethren, let me 
freely speak unto you of the patriarch Da-
vid, that he is both dead and buried, and his 
sepulchre is with us unto this day. 30. 
Therefore being a prophet, and knowing 
that God had sworn with an oath to him, 
that of the fruit of his loins, according to 
the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on 
his throne; 31.This Jesus hath God raised 
up, whereof we all are witnesses. 
     To be raised up was commonly used to 
refer to the resurrection of God’s people. 
1Corinthians 3:5-8 and Message 91:8. 
     1 Corinthians 6:14. And God hath both 
raised up the Lord, and will also raise up us 
by his own power.  
      Hebrews 2:8. Thou hast put all things in 
subjection under his feet. For in that he put 
all in subjection under him, he left nothing 
that is not put under him. But now we see 
not yet all things put under him. 
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An image and a type of the end times as 
found in Isaiah 66:1 Thus saith the Lord, 
The heaven is my throne, and the earth is 
my footstool: where is the house that ye 
build unto me? and where is the place of 
my rest?  
      The genealogy of Mathew and Luke 
provide us the answer most Christians point 
too about Jesus and His right to the throne 
of David.  Joseph was clearly the natural 
son of Jacob. Matthew 1:16 reads Jacob be-
gat Joseph the husband of Mary of whom 
was born Jesus, who is called Christ. The 
verse in Luke 3:23—says “son of Heli”. It 
should be used to mean “Joseph the son-in-

law of Heli.” Thus, the genealogy of Christ 
in Luke is actually the genealogy of Mary, 
while Matthew gives that of Joseph. The 
word “son” is not in the original text. In 
Biblical times there was no word for father-
in-law, just as there was no word for grand-
father. Joseph can’t be the son of both Ja-
cob and Heli. Heli was actually Mary’s fa-
ther making him Joseph’s father-in-law. 
The reason the two genealogies are differ-
ent is that Joseph was descended from Sol-
omon while Mary was a descendant of Sol-
omon’s older brother Nathan.  
      So Joseph and Mary were actually 
cousins although many times removed. 
Since Heli had no sons, Mary had to find a 
husband from the tribe of Judah like herself 
to protect her father’s estate. (See Numbers 
36. 
      Joseph was a direct descendant of Solo-
mon and is said legally could perfect her 
son’s claim to the throne of David, since 
Nathan’s descendants weren’t of the Royal 
line However as I pointed out there is rea-
son to say that Nathan could have had the 
right to David’s Throne 

       Like every other descendant of Solo-

      Since this Kingdom of Judah and Israel 
(the house of Jacob) wasn't fully estab-
lished at the First Coming of Christ, it must 
be established at the Second Coming. God 
knew that the Jews would reject His Son 
giving Him a crown of thorns, and assassi-
nate their King; so He predetermined that 
Christ's shed Blood on Calvary would serve 
as an atonement for the sin of the world. 
This was God's plan all along--to come into 
the world and atone for the sins of all men 
to satisfy the demands of God’s justice. 
(John. 1:29; Revelation 13:8). So the First 
Coming was one of suffering and shame, 
but the Second Coming will be one of glo-
ry, honor, and praise (1 Peter 1:10-12). The 
first time Jesus received a crown of thorns, 
but when He comes again He will have 
many crowns (Revelation 19:12). He was 
the "lamb of God" when He came the first 
time, but He will be the "lion of the tribe of 
Judah" the second time (Revelation 5:5). 
The First Coming gave Jesus Christ to the 
world, but the Second Coming will give the 
world to Jesus Christ! Just as David was 
chosen to be the king of Israel many years 
before he actually received the kingdom (1 
Samuel 16), the Lord Jesus Christ has been 
chosen to take over the kingdoms of this 
world and rule as God's "KING OF 
KINGS" (Revelation 11:15; 19:16, Isaiah 
9:6-7, Jeremiah 23:1-8).  
     Compare with Genesis 49:10. The scep-
ter shall not depart from Judah, nor a law-
giver from between his feet, until Shiloh 
come; and unto him shall the gathering of 
the people be. (Not depart/established in his 
family/not perpetual.) 
     Shiloh also a place of rest, a city of 
Ephraim, "on the north side of Bethel," 
where the tabernacle was set up after the 
Conquest with the Ark. (Joshua 18:1-10). 
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mon Joseph’s line carried a blood curse dis-
qualifying any biological son of his from 
ever being King of Israel because of Jeco-
niah’s sin and a reason the Jews rejected 
Jesus as Messiah (Jeremiah 22:28-30). 
      It is reasoned since Joseph was not the 
Lord’s biological father, he could adopt 
Him, qualifying Him to be the legal King 
without passing Him the curse. Joseph was 
the end of the paternal line, while Mary 
was the last of the maternal blood line as 
the daughter of Heli. 
     Some reject this because Mary was not 
the father of Jesus. The objection that tribal 
affiliation is only through the father is not 
always true. The counter to that objection is 
if a man has only daughters, the tribal in-
heritance is through the daughters 
(Numbers 27:7 and 36:6-8). Something else 
to consider is the promised Messiah in Gen. 
3:15 would be reckoned after the seed of 
the woman in the beginning and Isaiah 
prophesied His birth to a virgin. 
       The important explanation of the mat-
ter of the curse that no seed of Jeconiah 
could set on the throne of David would 
mean if Jesus had been Joseph’s biological 
son he could not have claim on the throne. 
In other words He needed to be of the seed 
of David but not of Jeconiah’s. Therefore 
Mathews purpose in giving Joseph’s gene-
alogy was to show Jesus could not be his 
son and be King. Mathew follows the gene-
alogy with the story of the virgin birth by 
Mary. Matthew 1:18-25. Unlike Mathew 
Luke follows strict Jewish custom in that 
he omits no names and gives no women. 
You would also see that because he did not 
include (the) before son of Joseph you 
would understand it to be Mary’s genealo-
gy. Mary was of the house of David apart 
from Jeconiah through Nathan. His divine 

appointment above any others to the throne 
is proclaimed by the angel in Luke 1:30-33. 
      God’s declaration that He was suspend-
ing the Davidic line of succession “until He 
comes to whom it rightfully be-
longs” (Ezekiel 21:25-27) is a clear refer-
ence to the Messiah. This declaration was 
confirmed to Mary. The Angel Gabriel 
promised that her coming son would sit on 
David’s throne and rule over the house of 
Jacob (Israel) forever. But all during the life 
of Jesus, a member of the Herod family 
served as King of Israel. Herod was an 
Idumean (Jordanian), a friend of Caesar’s 
who was appointed to serve as King. For 
this reason I pointed out the use of raise up 
or raised up in scripture can point His resur-
rection and second coming.  
     Raise up - change the arrangement or po-
sition, elevated to a higher position or level; 
lifted:   
     Zechariah 9:9 The people thought he 
would become King and restore the nation 
of Israel on Palm Sunday but it is verse ten 
that speaks to His dominion from sea to sea 
at the second coming of the Messiah. 
(Matthew 21:1-11).  
      It is the same with many of the prophe-
cies by the prophets. We must discern which 
advent they foretell and sometimes both 
times are valid.  
      The promises the Lord has made to Ju-
dah and to Israel shall be fulfilled, and all 
things established in peace and righteous-
ness when “the Son of Man comes in His 
glory and all the angels with him” to “sit on 
His throne in heavenly glory”. It is not yet 
but finally “the Lord will be King over the 
whole Earth.” (Matthew 25:31 & Zechari-
ah14:4-9; Hebrews 2:8) When his enemies 
are finally subdued and made his footstool 
and Zion redeemed. The Lord shall send the 



 

 

rod of thy strength out of Zion: rule thou in 
the midst of thine enemies. Psalms 110; 
Ezekiel 37:22. 
     End Part Two 

 

Articles 

A Mother in Israel 
Eddie Lee,  Illinois 

 

          A Mother in Israel is beloved in 
Christ, my kinsman in Jehovah my God.  I 
pray that the Holy Spirit to whosoever 
reads this article be inspired and blessed 
and will be enlightened that Jehovah God, 
can and will and does use or choose anyone 
in His wisdom.  He brings hope, deliver-
ance salvation and fulfills His will.  In the 
4th and 5th chapters of the Book of Judges, 
we find a most interesting story and events 
about Deborah:  she was the Mother of Is-
rael, a prophetess—a judge of Israel.  The 
scriptures say that at this time Israel did 
evil in the sight of Yahweh (Judges 4:1).  
Israel did the same old failure, Israel se-
duce and lead into idolatry.  Now as one 
reads further in the narrative of this story, 
who would Jehovah rise up to deliver Israel 
once again?   (A woman? No not a woman, 
can’t be, surely the Lord God can’t deliver 
Israel by a woman.)  Not just any woman, 
but the special chose Vessel – a “Mother” 
of Israel, a prophetess, a judge in Israel.  
Now listen to this.  The children of Israel 
cried unto the King of Canaan and Debo-
rah, a prophetess and wife of Lapidoth.  
She was a judge of Israel at this time. (I re-
member years ago we had in the Church 
two great prophetess, Sisters Mabel Wilson 
and Maggie MacGreggor.  Brother W. A. 
Draves gave honor and great respect to 
them.  He listened to their counsel. 
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     The Articles of Faith and Practice article 
ten say “…He speaks when, where and 
through whom He may chose.”  Do you not 
know that after Jesus’ resurrection his first 
message was given to a woman?  A woman 
is the first one to see Jesus after He arose 
on the third day.  A woman was given the 
first message from Jesus himself.  He said 
go tell my disciples.  This was not in agree-
ment with Hebrew Jewish tradition.  A 
woman was being placed over a man or her 
husband.  She was not above the priesthood 
authority.    God does what pleases Himself 
to fulfill His own will.  Read Ephesians 
chapters 1 and 2 and Romans 9.  Jesus does 
break traditions and protocol like healing 
the sick on the Sabbath, going into the 
cornfield, going to the home of a Publican 
and having supper with him, talking with a 
Samaritan woman at the well (John 4).  
This was against Jewish traditions.  The Sa-
maritan woman was converted to the Mes-
siah.  She went out evangelized to her 
whole community.  She brought them to 
Jesus saying “Come see a man”. 
     On the say of Pentecost in the upper 
room, Mary, the mother of Jesus, and the 
other women were filled –baptized with the 
Holy Ghost and Power.  All of the women 
and men receive the power, they became 
Holy Ghost witnesses.  (Read Acts chapters 
1 and 2.)  They became sons and daughters 
of Christ.  (Please look at John 1:2, Ro-
mans 8, Isaiah 43, Joel 2 and 3.  Especially 
read verses 26 -32).  Joel 2:28-29 “And it 
shall come to pass afterward, that I will 
pour out my Spirit upon all flesh; and your 
sons and your daughters shall prophesy and 
old men shall dream dreams, you young 
men shall see visions; And, also, upon the 
servants and upon the handmaids in those 
day will I pour out my Spirit.” This was 



 

 

given equally.  They had the same benefits, 
rights and privileges.  (Galatians 3:22-28, 
John 1:12, Romans 8, I Corinthians 12:12-

13, John 3-3-7. 
     Back to Deborah, why didn’t God use 
Deborah’s husband to judge Israel instead 
of his wife?  Why did all of Israel come to 
Deborah to receive direction, counsel and 
receive the word from Jehovah?  Why did 
he use Deborah, a woman to call Barak 
saying “go up and destroy the King Jabin 
of Canaan who oppresses Israel?    Barak 
would not go up unless Deborah would go 
with him.  This warrior, this man had 
enough humility and wisdom to say that he 
would not go into battle unless Deborah 
went with him. 
     Fear not man or his traditions or man 
made polices.  Give high regard to your 
pastor and leadership in Christ as long as 
they follow Christ and His Gospel, but first 
show respect.  Honor your husbands as 
scripture commands, but Jesus Christ is 
Lord.  He is always number one.  The Holy 
Spirit in you ultimately has the authority.  
You have to make a choice.  Do not forsake 
Christ for anyone.  Live for Him and it 
shall be well if you forsake not Jesus.  Stay 
humble and sweet.  Never let anyone or an-
ything separate you from the Love of God 
in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:35-39).  You 
need to choose life Eternal (John 10:10).  
Always heed the father’s will and voice 
first and foremost.  Jesus said “My sheep 
hear and follow me.”   Make sure you dou-
ble check through His Word, His Nature, 
His wise counsel, and He is you pastor. 
     Saints, The Church of Christ with the 
Elijah Message this is the year 2017. This 
is the year to rise.  Shake yourself, the rem-
nant shall rise.  (Isaiah 60)  What is it we 
need the most?  The spirit and power, not 
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just the authority, but we need Pentecost.  
The work shall not fully take place until 
this.  Message 85:30-33 “This is the mid-
night cry—the great confusion must fall.  
Pentecost must come, the outpouring of the 
Spirit must be even to those that are afar 
off.  31) I am the messenger to restore all 
things.  I bring a book of instructions, 
prophesy and commands to all me, to every 
branch of the house of Israel. 32) Fear not, 
let the Spirit fill you to overflowing for it 
will come to all who make ready.  The Lord 
sets his hand again the second time, to re-
cover his people.  33) I am that servant to 
give meat in due season.  Now is the day of 
choosing—to serve the Lord, or fail to find 
peace.  For all they that do not hear me 
heareth not God and shall not be found 
among the people of the Lord.”  We are 
mistaken if thinking that if the messenger 
of the Lord comes he will be the solution.  
We are mistaken, beloved, it is his words 
that he brings from the Lord God that will 
solve all our problems.  He has been com-
ing from 1929 – 1994.  Did his coming 
solve the problems?  No.  Heed his words 
in the Bible, The Record of the Nephites 
and the Messages.  Message 86:58-68 says 
to heed.  He states a new heart and a new 
Spirit.  The priesthood of Christ is the Pure 
Love of Christ.  None, none has done right 
in all things. Message 91 states a new 
Heart, a new Spirit, Pentecost must come.  
What did it do for the earlier body of be-
lievers?  Let us read, meditate and study.  
The let us rise.  Messages 94:9; 101:18-19; 
101:7; 102:22, 24.  See the warning given 
to whom?  We know Message 111:2-3.  Be-
hold flee from as a prophetic voice.  I know 
whom this refers to.  Listen do not approve 
you before God!  One group has over six 
million members and steeped in great dark-
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ness.  One clams a court case ownership of 
a house.  Sticks and stones does not make 
one pleasing, acceptable before God.  Have 
mercy Jesus.  This one group whom I love 
and call Brethren, two men have traveled 
far and wide to take the Messages.  I ap-
plaud them, yet they also miss the mark.  
Our pride hurts us.    Who will humble 
yourselves?  Who will take this work for-
ward?  (Message 86:20-96) 
     I look at Vice President Pence.  He is a 
humble man of God.  The husband man 
must first be partakers of His fruits.  I plead 
guilty.  Will you? 

All have these failures.  Message 96:6-9 
“Where is the watchman?  Why do so many 
shrink from the way of truth and light that I 
bring?  Search the words I bring, study 
them.  In them some think the do well to 
follow but are slow to understand.  For all 
Christendom must flow together in the 
truth.  7)  Proclaim this among the people:  
The great day of the Lord is near at hand, 
and the powers that destroy—them that de-
stroy the earth—shall swing wide in the 
wind of war, strife and bloodshed; filling 
the earth with woe.  8)  As the powers of 
evil build for destruction, the way of God 
will swell in the hearts of the righteous, 
honest and humble of the Lord.  9)  Lo, the 
Lord has waited long for his bidden ones to 
awaken and press forward in preparing 
their lives for greater things to transpire, 
and build the kingdom, the Zion of the 
Lord among mankind, but they have failed.  
Thus he looks to the remnant, that he shall 
fulfill his work.”  Beloved, please don’t be 
offended.  There are still good, wonderful, 
loving people who are faithful to the Lord 
Jesus.  There must be a spiritual revival and 
awakening. 
     Let us pray and fast that deliverance will 

come.  You are a great people.  Don’t give 
up!  Submit fully to the Lamb of God.   
     Brethren, Let us arise and be about the 
Father’s business.   
     I write this in love.  If I have offended, 
hurt or wounded anyone, please forgive me.  
Pray for me.  (I Corinthians 13) 
     Some Mothers in Israel—Mother Gilles-
pie, Mother I, Mother Crockett, Mother 
Dees, Mother Cage, Mother Hill and Moth-
er Clark. 
 

Tithes, Offerings and 

Oblations 

Ellen Draves 

 

     A few months ago I was asked what I 
believe were oblations. This individual 
thought that oblations were just tithes and 
offerings.  They believed this because in 
Message 66:17 “Let all pay their oblations 
to the Lord in tithes and in offerings…”  I 
have been searching and this is what I have 
come up with. 
     Message 12:10 “…For behold the peo-
ple of the Lord are glad to help in this work 
of the Lord, by tithes and by offerings for 
thus did the people in the days of old, 
which was pleasing unto the Lord, for this 
was the law in Abraham’s day who paid 
tithes and the Lord blessed him and the 
Lord will bless in your day all those that 
shall keep his law.  Therefore pay your ob-
lations to the Lord in all things that your 
work may be accepted of him, so when try-
ing times are upon the earth your work 
might stand the test…”   
      There are several other messages that 
refer to paying tithes, offerings and obla-
tions.  Please look in your index in the 
Word of the Lord, find them and then read 
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them. 
     The Lord has given the commandment 
to pay tithes, offerings and oblations to 
Him.  In return He gives you blessings for 
it.  Our government which was started on 
Christian values also gives a blessing or re-
ward.  Our government allows us to have a 
deduction for this if we chose to use it.  We 
have just received a double portion or re-
wards.  This is not what I wanted to talk 
about.  I wanted to talk a little about tithes, 
offerings and oblations. 
     Have you ever wondered what the dif-
ference is in these items?  Tithes by defini-
tion are one tenth of your annual produce 
of earnings formerly taken as a tax for the 
support of the church or clergy.  Produce of 
earnings if what you get from your job, 
what you grow or what you produce.  I 
don’t think that many people give produce 
or products to the Lord in this day and age 
but it would be acceptable. 
     Offering is a thing offered especially as 
a gift or contribution.  I think all of us can 
figure out what this is.   This is in addition 
to our tithes.  Every time you put money in 
the collection plate on Sunday you have 
given an offering.  There are times when 
the Church has asked you if you can help 
for missionary work, to print books or to 
help the needy and other things.  These are 
offerings to the Lord. 
     The third one is harder to explain.  The 
following is my interpretation and if I am 
wrong please help me to get a better under-
standing.  Oblations by definitions mean a 
gift to the Lord.  Another term could be do-
nations.  Now you may ask what gifts to 
the Lord are.  It goes beyond tithes and of-
ferings. 
     Have you ever given clothing to the Sal-
vation Army or Good Will?  I gave away 

several bags of clothing.  When I left I was 
given a receipt for it.  It was a tax receipt 
for the value of the clothing.  I did not give 
them money but I was given a receipt for 
donation. 
     Whenever there is a disaster, particularly 
a hurricane, Tide goes in with washing and 
drying machines and helps the people get 
clean clothing.  This is a donation from 
Tide. 
     Another example of a donation or obla-
tion is work. Habitat for Humanity builds 
homes for the under privileged.  The work 
is done by volunteers who donate their 
time. When we moved into our present 
Church, the sanctuary needed the carpet re-
placed.  An individual gave us the carpet at 
a discount.  The additional cost of the car-
pet, tearing it out and disposing of it was an 
oblation.  The man who laid the carpet was 
not a member of our Church.  He came in 
on a Saturday and laid it for us and did not 
charge us for it. This was an oblation for 
him and a blessing for us. 
     As members an oblation could be clean-
ing the Church, helping to get the paper 
ready to mail, helping put books together, 
going to see someone in  need, praying for 
someone or writing an article for the paper. 
     Tithes, offerings and oblations overlap.  
Did you know that the Lord expects us to 
spend one tenth of our time and work for 
Him?  Does this go along with tithes and 
oblations?   
     When the temple was started in 1929 a 
call was sent out for people to come to In-
dependence to help.  Men helped clear the 
land and dig the foundation.  They even 
brought their animals to help.  Women pre-
pared the food for the workers.  They 
brought the food with them.  The Church 
did not buy it.  It was a donation or obla-
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tion.  The women also washed clothing for 
the workers.  Houses were opened up for 
the workers and their families.  This was 
above what the Lord required.   
     When we start to build the Temple again 
it will be built by sacrifice.  And as it say in 
Message 5:5 “…He will send his Spirit and 
his messenger from time to time, for this 
house shall not be built by promises, but by 
sacrifice…”   
      Message 2:4-5 “The messenger said, 
‘Come with me and I will show you anoth-
er vision.’  He took me to the northeast cor-
ner of the Temple Lot, and he said, ‘Look!’ 
here I could see men coming with their 
tools, going to the middle of the Temple 
Lot  laying their tools down.  Some put on 
mason’s clothes; others carpenter’s aprons; 
but all were solemn and quiet, and slowly 
they started to work on the Temple.  5)  The 
work started very slowly but it began to 
grow.  Then I could see people come from 
every direction, but when they got to the 
Temple Lot they would take off their hats, 
walk over to where they were to work, and 
a man stood there with a treasury, and they 
would put something in and walk away, but 
would keep their hats off until they were 
off the Temple Lot.” 

     In the above two verses we see exam-
ples of offerings and oblations.  The men 
gave their time and skills for the Lord.  
They also gave offerings to the treasury. 
     I will end this with Message 56:11 “…
Repent in a contrite spirit and bring your 
sacrifice of a broken heart.  Let all pay their 
oblations to me and I will be your reward.” 
Saith your Lord. 
 

Young Adults Department 
Brenda Humpert,  Missouri 

     I come to realize that scripture is to teach 

us about our God in all aspects of our human 
life, even in our failing. So things that hap-
pened in scripture are still valid for us today. A 
message we quote often is 99:9, “Be careful 
what you say, how you speak and where you 
are, so is my message to all.   When I hear this 
message, I think about Lot and his story in the 
Bible. 
     Lot’s life story begins in Genesis 11:11. 
Lot’s distant grandfather was Shem the son of 
Noah. This is important because the stories of 
the Great Flood, God’s redemption plan and 
faithfulness to those who serve and obey 
would have been told and taught through the 
generations, with some excepting and some 
rejecting and turning to idols.  The story of Lot 
is interwoven with the story of his uncle Abra-
ham. We see in scripture that Lot was Abra-
ham’s nephew. After Lot’s father died Abra-
ham took Lot into his home and they left their 
homeland.   
      Genesis 12:4) “So Abram departed, as the 
LORD had spoken unto him; and Lot went 
with him: and Abram was seventy and five 
years old when he departed out of Haran. 5) 
And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his 
brother's son, and all their substance that they 
had gathered, and the souls that they had got-
ten in Haran; and they went forth to go into the 
land of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan 
they came.” 

     And Abram went up out of Egypt, he, and 
his wife, and all that he had, and Lot with him, 
into the south.  Chapter 13: 2 “And Abram was 
very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold.  3)  
And he went on his journeys from the south 
even to Bethel, unto the place where his tent 
had been at the beginning, between Bethel and 
Hai; 4) Unto the place of the altar, which he 
had made there at the first: and there Abram 
called on the name of the LORD.  5) And Lot 
also, which went with Abram, had flocks, and 
herds, and tents.  6) And the land was not able 
to bear them, that they might dwell together: 
for their substance was great, so that they 
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could not dwell together. 7) And there was a 
strife between the herdsmen of Abram's cattle 
and the herdsmen of Lot's cattle:  8) And 
Abram said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, I 
pray thee, between me and thee, and between 
my herdsmen and thy herdsmen; for we be 
brethren.”  Abraham wanted peace and no con-

tention between them. 9)  Is not the whole 
land before thee? separate thyself, I pray thee, 
from me: if thou wilt take the left hand, then I 
will go to the right; or if thou depart to the 
right hand, then I will go to the left.  10) And 
Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain 
of Jordan, that it was well watered every 
where, before the LORD destroyed Sodom and 
Gomorrah, even as the garden of the LORD, 
like the land of Egypt, as thou comest unto 
Zoar.  11)  Then Lot chose him all the plain of 
Jordan; and Lot journeyed east: and they sepa-
rated themselves the one from the other.  12)  
Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot 
dwelled in the cities of the plain, and pitched 
his tent toward Sodom.”  

      Lot lifted up his eyes. Lot was seeing all 
his ability to gain wealth. Did Lot feel that he 
should be Abraham’s heir? Was his being 
greedy the cause of contention between the 
herdsmen? The Bible doesn’t answer these 
questions but does show that he was moved to 
take the better land for himself. He should 
have had respect for his uncle and been hum-
ble and let the decision be made by Abraham. 
But when he saw the well watered plain he 
took that area and left Abraham the less wa-
tered and rocky area. 
      13)  “But the men of Sodom were wicked 
and sinners before the LORD exceedingly.  14)  
And the LORD said unto Abram, after that 

Lot was separated from him, Lift up now 
thine eyes, and look from the place where thou 
art northward, and southward, and eastward, 
and westward: 15) For all the land which thou 
seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for 
ever.” 

     We see that God blesses Abraham for his 

faithfulness and willingness to suffer the 
wrong for the sake of peace. It is only after Lot 
departed that God spoke a reassuring message 
to Abraham. 
     However, God is trying to get Lot’s atten-
tion in a very different way. When we start go-
ing down a wrong path the Lord will speak to 
our heart. Sometimes He will allow adversity 
to get us on our knees and back closer to Him 
and now this is what happens to Lot: He gets 
kidnapped! 
     Chapter 14:11)  “And they took all the 
goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their 
victuals, and went their way.  12)  And they 
took Lot, Abram's brother's son, who dwelt in 
Sodom, and his goods, and departed.  13)  And 
there came one that had escaped, and told 
Abram the Hebrew; for he dwelt in the plain of 
Mamre…  16)  And he brought back all the 
goods, and also brought again his brother Lot, 
and his goods, and the women also, and the 
people.”  
     Even after being kidnapped he chose to stay 
in that place even though his soul was troubled 
and tormented by the things that he was seeing 
and hearing.  Lot had been brought up in the 
tent of Abraham.  He had been taught to wor-
ship the Lord. 
     II Peter 2:7  “…just Lot, vexed with the 
filthy conversation of the wicked:  8)  (For that 
righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing 
and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day 
to day with their unlawful deeds;)” 

     Genesis 18:16  “And the men rose up from 
thence, and looked toward Sodom: and Abra-
ham went with them to bring them on the way.  
17)  And the LORD said, Shall I hide from 
Abraham that thing which I do;  18)  Seeing 
that Abraham shall surely become a great and 
mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth 
shall be blessed in him?  19)  For I know him, 
that he will command his children and his 
household after him, and they shall keep the 
way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment; 
that the LORD may bring upon Abraham that 
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which he hath spoken of him.  20)  And the 
LORD said, Because the cry of Sodom and 
Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is 
very grievous;  21)  I will go down now, and 
see whether they have done altogether accord-
ing to the cry of it, which is come unto me; and 
if not, I will know.  22)  And the men turned 
their faces from thence, and went toward Sod-
om: but Abraham stood yet before the LORD.  
23) And Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt 
thou also destroy the righteous with the wick-
ed?” 

      Abraham begins his plea for the righteous 
starting with fifty and going down to ten. And 
the Lord assures him that even for the sake of 
ten righteous the city will be spared.  Abra-
ham’s was pleading because he knew his neph-
ew was in the place to be destroyed. I believe 
these words were spoken from a deep broken 
heart and concern for his loved ones. 
      Chapter 19:1 “And there came two angels 
to Sodom at even; and Lot sat in the gate of 
Sodom: and Lot seeing them rose up to meet 
them; and he bowed himself with his face to-
ward the ground; 2) And he said, Behold now, 
my lords, turn in, I pray you, into your serv-
ant's house, and tarry all night, and wash your 
feet, and ye shall rise up early, and go on your 
ways. And they said, Nay; but we will abide in 
the street all night.  3) And he pressed upon 
them greatly; and they turned in unto him, and 
entered into his house; and he made them a 
feast, and did bake unleavened bread, and they 
did eat.  4) But before they lay down, the men 
of the city, even the men of Sodom, compassed 
the house round, both old and young, all the 
people from every quarter:  5) And they called 
unto Lot, and said unto him, Where are the 
men which came in to thee this night? bring 
them out unto us, that we may know them.  6) 
And Lot went out at the door unto them, and 
shut the door after him,  7) And said, I pray 
you, brethren, do not so wickedly.  8) Behold 
now, I have two daughters which have not 
known man; let me, I pray you, bring them out 

unto you, and do ye to them as is good in your 
eyes: only unto these men do nothing; for 
therefore came they under the shadow of my 
roof. 9) And they said, Stand back. And they 
said again, This one fellow came in to sojourn, 

and he will needs be a judge: now will we deal 

worse with thee, than with them. And they 
pressed sore upon the man, even Lot, and came 
near to break the door.  10) But the men put 
forth their hand, and pulled Lot into the house 
to them, and shut to the door.  11) And they 
smote the men that were at the door of the 
house with blindness, both small and great: so 
that they wearied themselves to find the door.  
12) And the men said unto Lot, Hast thou here 
any besides? son in law, and thy sons, and thy 
daughters, and whatsoever thou hast in the 
city, bring them out of this place:  13) For we 
will destroy this place, because the cry of them 
is waxen great before the face of the LORD; 
and the LORD hath sent us to destroy it. 14) 
And Lot went out, and spake unto his sons in 
law, which married his daughters, and said, 
Up, get you out of this place; for the LORD 
will destroy this city. But he seemed as one 
that mocked unto his sons in law.  15) And 
when the morning arose, then the angels has-
tened Lot, saying, Arise, take thy wife, and thy 
two daughters, which are here; lest thou be 
consumed in the iniquity of the city.  16) And 
while he lingered, the men laid hold upon his 
hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and upon 
the hand of his two daughters; the LORD be-
ing merciful unto him: and they brought him 
forth, and set him without the city.  17) And it 
came to pass, when they had brought them 
forth abroad, that he said, Escape for thy life; 
look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all 
the plain; escape to the mountain, lest thou be 
consumed.  18) And Lot said unto them, Oh, 
not so, my Lord:  19) Behold now, thy servant 
hath found grace in thy sight, and thou hast 
magnified thy mercy, which thou hast shewed 
unto me in saving my life; and I cannot escape 
to the mountain, lest some evil take me, and I 
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die: 20) Behold now, this city is near to flee 
unto, and it is a little one: Oh, let me escape 
thither, (is it not a little one?) and my soul 
shall live.  21) And he said unto him, See, I 
have accepted thee concerning this thing also, 
that I will not overthrow this city, for the 
which thou hast spoken.  22) Haste thee, es-
cape thither; for I cannot do anything till thou 
be come thither. Therefore the name of the city 
was called Zoar. 23) The sun was risen upon 
the earth when Lot entered into Zoar.  24) 
Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon 
Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the LORD 
out of heaven; 25) And he overthrew those cit-
ies, and all the plain, and all the inhabitants of 
the cities, and that which grew upon the 
ground.  26) But his wife looked back from 
behind him, and she became a pillar of salt.  
27) And Abraham gat up early in the morning 
to the place where he stood before the LORD:  
28) And he looked toward Sodom and Gomor-
rah, and toward all the land of the plain, and 
beheld, and, lo, the smoke of the country went 
up as the smoke of a furnace.  29) And it came 
to pass, when God destroyed the cities of the 
plain, that God remembered Abraham, 

(Abraham’s prayers for his nephew had 

been answered. God hears our prayers 

when we cry out for our loved ones) and 
sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, 
when he overthrew the cities in the which Lot 
dwelt.  30) And Lot went up out of Zoar, and 
dwelt in the mountain, and his two daughters 
with him; for he feared to dwell in Zoar: and 
he dwelt in a cave, he and his two daughters. 
     What can we learn from Lot’s life? How 
did Lot’s decisions affect his life and the lives 
of those he loved?  When Lot dwelt with his 
uncle he had followed the ways of the Lord but 
when his heart turned greedy he lost all but 
two daughters. Remember he was a great man 
with much people and herds and herdsman. 
The Lord reminds us often to not take His 
words lightly, to be humble, kind and gener-
ous. The story of Lot shows me a God that an-

swers prayers and also judges sin.   
  

     Junior Department 

Thresa Ray,  Missouri 
 

Dear Youth, 
     We are so blessed to have a Lord and Sav-
ior who loves us so much that He sacrificed 
His own life—dying on the cross, taking on 
the sins of the world, so that by believing in 
Him, and being obedient to His word, we may 
have everlasting life.  How blessed we are! 
     On the third day after Jesus died, He was 
resurrected! Jesus is ALIVE!  Jesus visited His 
disciples and followers in Jerusalem before as-
cending into heaven, even giving them more 
instruction and direction as to what they 
should do. 
     Did you know that the people that lived in 
North America at that time also believed in Je-
sus and knew of the prophesies of Jesus dying 
on the cross and rising up again?  They even 
knew when it was happening because there 
was darkness in the land for 3 days and a great 
storm arose with thunder, lightning and earth 
quakes.   You can read all about this in ‘The 
Record of the Nephites’, III Nephi chapters 8 
through 30. 
     After Jesus ascended into heaven, he also 
visited the people that lived here  (in what is 
now known as North America) at that time.  
He taught them many things. I will mention 
some of those things. 
     Jesus called men into the ministry and or-
dained them.  He taught them how to baptize.  
III Nephi 11:23-27  “Verily I say unto you, 
that whoso repenteth of his sins through your 
words,  and desireth to be baptized in my 
name, on this wise shall ye baptize them:  Be-
hold, ye shall go down and stand in the water; 
and in my name shall ye baptize them.  24)   
And now behold, these are the words which ye 
shall say, calling them by name, saying, 25)  
Having authority given me of Jesus Christ, I 

baptize you in the name of the Father, and of 
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the will of God, you know they have the spirit 
of contention which is influenced by the devil.  
Do not take part in those actions. 
     Jesus taught these people the ‘Beatitudes’ -- 
see III Nephi 12:3-12. 
     He taught ‘The Lord’s Prayer’, see III 
Nephi 13:9-13. 
     III Nephi 13: 14 & 15  “ For, if ye forgive 
men their trespasses (the wrong they do), your 
heavenly Father will also forgive you.  14)  
But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, nei-
ther will your Father forgive your trespasses.” 

     God forgives us the way we forgive others.  
So be sure to find a way in your heart to for-
give some that has done you wrong.  Start by 
praying for that person – it will be hard at first, 
but will soon become a sincere prayer and you 
will be able to forgive. We all make mistakes 
at times, and we certainly want God to forgive 
us when we do wrong.  He will forgive us, if 
we also forgive others, and if we come to him 
with a repentant heart. 
     Jesus healed all the people; the lame, blind, 
deaf, dumb, and healed any affliction that they 
had.  He also loved and healed the children.  
III Nephi 17: 11, 12, 21-24   “And it came to 
pass that He commanded that their little chil-
dren should be brought.  12) So they brought 

their little children and sat them down upon 
the ground around about Him, and Jesus 
stood in their midst; and the multitudes 
gave way until they had all been brought 
unto Him.” 

      21.  “And when He had said these 
words, He wept, and the multitude did bear 
record of it , and He took their little chil-
dren, one by one, and blessed them, and 
prayed unto the Father for them.  22)  And 
when He had done this He wept again.  23)  
And He spake unto the multitude, and saith 
unto them, Behold your little one.  24)  And 
as they looked to behold, they cast their 
eyes toward heaven, and saw the the heav-
ens open, and they saw angels descending 

the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.   Amen. 26)  
And then shall ye immerse them in water and 
come forth out of the water.  27)  And after 
this manner shall ye baptize in my name, for 
behold, verily I say unto you, that that the Fa-
ther, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost are one; 
and I am in the Father, and the  Father in Me, 
and the Father and I are one.”  As you can see, 
Jesus clearly explained the Godhead --- that 
Jesus and God and the Holy Ghost are one! 
     Jesus explained that the prophesies and the 
law has been fulfilled with His dying on the 
cross.  No longer does God accept animal sac-
rifices, but wants us to come unto him with a 
broken heart and contrite spirit (being repent-
ant for our sins). 
     III Nephi 12:17 – 20   “Think not that I am 
come to destroy the law or the prophets.  I  am 
not come to destroy but to fulfill: 18)  For veri-
ly, I say unto you, one jot nor one tittle hath 
not been passed away from the  law,  but in 

Me, it hath all been fulfilled. 19)  And 
behold I have given unto you the law and the 
commandments of my Father, that ye shall be-
lieve in me, and that ye shall repent of your 
sins, and come into me with a broken heart and 
a contrite spirit.  Behold, ye have the com-
mandments before you, and the law is fulfilled; 
 20)  Therefore, come unto Me and be ye 
saved; for verily I say unto you, that  except ye 

shall keep my commandments, which I have 

commanded you at this time, ye shall in no 

case enter into the kingdom of heaven.” 

     III Nephi 15:9 “Behold, I am the law, and 
the light; look unto me, and endureth to the 
end, and I will give you eternal life.” 

     Jesus explained that the spirit of contention 
is of the devil.  III Nephi 11:29 “For verily, I 
say unto you, he that hath the spirit of conten-
tion is not of me, but is of the devil, which is 
the father of contention, and he stirreth up the 
hearts of men to contend with anger, one with 
another.”   
     So if you see someone causing trouble, ar-
guing and gossiping and doing things not in 
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out of heaven as it were in the midst of fire; 
and they came down an encircled those lit-
tle ones about with fire; and the angels did 
minister unto them. (What a beautiful sto-
ry!   Jesus has a special love for all of the 
children- all ages.  He certainly loves eve-
ryone from the very youngest baby to the 
very oldest person!) 
     In III Nephi Chapter 18, Jesus taught us 
how to serve the sacrament , the bread and 
wine that represents His body, and what to 
say in the sacrament prayer. He also ex-
plained why we have closed sacrament – 
giving it only to those that are baptized 
members.   III Nephi 18:28,29  “And now 
behold, this is the commandment that I give 

unto you,  that ye shall not suffer  (allow) 

anyone knowingly, to partake of my flesh 

and blood unworthily, when ye shall minis-

ter it; 29) For whoso elateth and drinketh 
my flesh and blood unworthily, elateth and 
drinketh damnation to his soul; therefore if 
ye know that a man is unworthy to eat and 
drink of my flesh and blood, ye shall forbid 
him.” 

     Did you know that Jesus also ordained 
12 men to be His disciples here?   III Nephi 
19:4 tells us their names. 4.  “ And it came 
to pass that on the morrow, when the multi-
tude was gathered Together, behold Nephi 
and his brother whom he had raised from 
the dead, whose name was Timothy, and 
also his son, whose name was Jonas, and 
also Matron, and Mathonihah, his brother, 
and Kumen, and  Kumenonhi, and Jeremi-
ah and Shemnon, and Jonas, and Zedekiah, 
and Isaiah; now these are the names of the 
disciples whom Jesus had chosen.  And it 
came to pass that they went forth and stood 
in the midst of the multitudes.” 

     Jesus asked the disciples what they de-
sired in III Nephi 28:1-7.  Nine of them 

wanted to serve the Lord and then go to be 
with the Lord at the age of 72 .  Three of 
them wanted to do what John the Beloved 
desired (Read from the Holy Bible, John 
21:20 -23).  They wanted to remain on the 
earth and help people when called to do so.  
Jesus granted all of them their desire. Read 
all the verses about this story.  It is very in-
teresting. 
     Brother William A. Draves was visited 
many times by one of the Nephites that 
never met death – from the time he was a 
young boy throughout his life. Many of his 
visits by the Nephite have been published.    
     Jesus explained many things about the 
End Time, His second coming and about 
John the Baptist  preparing the ways before 
Jesus.  III Nephi 25:5, 6  “Behold, I will 
send you Elijah the prophet before the com-
ing of the great and dreadful day of the 
Lord; 6)  And he shall turn the hearts of the 
fathers to the children, and the heart of the 
children to their fathers, lest I come and 
smite the earth with a curse.” 

     Jesus taught the people about paying 
tithing.  III Nephi 24:10  ‘Bring all the 
tithes into the storehouse, that there may be 
meat in my house; and prove me now here-
with, saith the Lord of Hosts, if I will not 
open you the windows of heaven, and pour 
you out a blessing, that there shall not be 
room enough to receive it.” 

     He explained what His church should be 
called.  III Nephi 27: 7, 8  “Therefore what-
soever ye shall do,  ye do I tin my name, 
therefore ye shall call the church in my 

name;  and ye shall call upon the Father in 
my name, that he will bless the church for 
my sake;   8)  and how be it my church, 
save it be called in my name?  For if a 
church be called  in Moses name, then it be 
Moses’ church; or if it be called in the 
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name of a man, the it be the church of a 
man, but if it be called in my name, then it 
is my church,  if it so be that they are  built 
upon my gospel.”  So that is why our 
church is called “The Church of Christ” 
with the Elijah Message, The Assured Way 
of the Lord.   
     America know about the people in Jeru-
salem, but those people in Jerusalem do not 
know about these people because of their 
stiff neckedness and unbelief they did not 
understand Jesus word. So Jesus was com-
manded to say no more about them.  (see 
John10:16). 
     III Nephi 18:16 says “… Behold I am 
the light. I have set an example for you.’ 
     There are many more things that Jesus 
taught the early inhabitants of this country, 
(we call them ancient Indians).   This is 
such a beautiful, spirit filled TRUE story.  
Read all about what I have quoted and 
much more in the Record of The Nephites.  
This book will truly bless you!   

Love in Christ. 

 

Primary Department 
Joy Ellen Draves-Dreher 

 

How We Should Pray 

  

     Prayer should be an activity we do daily. 
1 Thessalonians 5:17 says Pray without 

ceasing. But what does this mean? To 
pray without ceasing is to always have a 
prayer on your heart. There is always some-
thing going on in our life that we can pray 
about. Maybe you have a test in school you 
are worried about; a prayer can calm those 
worries. And there is always something we 
should thank God for, even if it is as simple 
as thanking God for the day. There is al-

ways something. But how should we pray? 
In the book of Matthew God has given us 
an example. 

Matthew 6:5-13  And when thou pray-

est, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites 

are: for they love to pray standing in the 

synagogues and in the corners of the 

streets, that they may be seen of men. 

Verily I say unto you, They have their re-

ward.  

     But thou, when thou prayest, enter 

into thy closet, and when thou hast shut 

thy door, pray to thy Father which is in 

secret; and thy Father which seeth in se-

cret shall reward thee openly.  

     But when ye pray, use not vain repeti-

tions, as the heathen do: for they think that 

they shall be heard for their much speaking.  

      Be not ye therefore like unto them: for 

your Father knoweth what things ye have 

need of, before ye ask him.  

     After this manner therefore pray ye: Our 

Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be 

thy name.  

     Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in 

earth, as it is in heaven.  

     Give us this day our daily bread. 

     And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors.  

     And lead us not into temptation, but de-

liver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, for ever. 

Amen.  

     When we pray, we need to keep it sincere 
and natural. It should be part of who we are, 
our whole relationship with God. This pattern 
of praying that Jesus has given here is known 
as the Lord’s Prayer. It is a model of how we 
should pray. We could see this as a format on 
how to pray starting with praising our Heaven-
ly Father, committing to Him our daily needs, 
forgiving others and asking for forgiveness, 
and to help not to do things we shouldn’t. 
Prayer should be a natural part of our lifestyle. 
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Just like talking with a friend. We need to de-
velop a prayer life that is a moment-by-

moment relationship with God.  
     Prayer is not just a religious act done every 
now and then. No, prayer is a conversation 
with God anywhere, anytime and even all the 
time. When we’re happy, feeling sad, angry, or 
lonely we should talk to God. 
    So as you go about your day, whether it be 
doing the boring, ordinary things, or going off 
to school, playing sports – whatever you do, 
remember to always talk to God. 
 

 

      Local News 

Shelia Crow 

 

     Greetings in the name of our Lord and Sav-
ior from the Center Place of the Lord and the 
Independence Local.  We have been very 
blessed in our Fellowship, Services, Studying 
and worshipping the Lord. We started off the 
Month with Sacrament Service with which we 
were greatly blessed.  
      In May we also celebrated the Mothers for 
Mothers Day.  We appreciate all the Godly 
Mothers in our lives.  May 29th is Memorial 
Day, and we celebrated our Fallen Military, 
those who gave their all for us to have the 
Freedom that we so cherish. We also remem-
ber those loved ones that have gone on to be 
with the Lord. 
     We have been Studying from The Record 
of the Nephites, 23rd and 24th chapters. This 
Study has been a great blessing to all. We want 
to make sure we never fall away from the 
Lord,  Trials are getting more difficult, but 
when we endure til the  end our reward is to be 
with our kind and loving Father as Promised. 
      Our General Church Assembly starts June 
25th.  We pray the Lord opens the way for all 
that have a desire to attend will be blessed to 
do so. As we prepare our souls to be fed, we 
pray that we will all be lifted to a Higher lev-
el in our walk with the Lord. The Lord desires 

us to come yet further to a level where we love 
one another unconditionally,  put the past be-
hind us, encourage one another and give more 
of our time in studying and worship to the 
Lord. We look forward to seeing all that are 
able to attend and pray for your safe travels. 
     June we also celebrate Fathers Day as we 
honor our dear Fathers, Grandfathers, Broth-
ers, Uncles.  This is a time that we praise our 
Father in Heaven and thank Him for all of our 
daily blessings.  We are so blessed to be a part 
of His Church  here on earth and will forever 
praise Him! Fridays have been set aside for 
prayers and fasting for those that would like to 
participate in preparing for the Assembly. 
     We pray for Unity among Gods people and 
His Church, and the coming of His Messenger 
John with the precious words from our Lord. 
 

Your Sister in Christ 

 

 

Obituary 

     We received word from Brother Mobutu 
that Disciple Theophile  
Molayi Apanela passed away on May 24th.   
     Our deepest sympathy is extended to his 
family. 
      Message 104:16  “There are those the 
Lord has taken to their reward. Their work 
on earth has brought forth fruit and will re-
main.” 

 

      Birth of Lane Arthur McGinley on 
April 22, 2017.  Lane is the son of Ryan  
and Chalee Snow McGinley. 
      Birth of  Leam Edward Johnson on 
April 24, 2017.  Leam is the son of 
Ethan and Kiair Johnson. 


