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And it came to pass that he, (Nephi) cried mighti-
ly unto the Lord, all the day; and behold, the 
voice of the Lord came unto him, saying, 
 

 

“Lift up your head and be of good 

cheer, for behold the time is at 

hand, and on this night shall the 

sign be given, and on the morrow 

come I into the world...” 
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Articles of Faith and Practice 
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 1.  We believe in God The Eternal Father, who only is Su-
preme; Creator of the Universe; Ruler and Judge of all; Un-
changeable and without Respect to persons. 
2.  We believe in Jesus Christ The Manifestation of God in the 
flesh, who lived, suffered and died for all mankind; whom we 
own as our Leader, Witness and Commander. 
3.  We believe in The Holy Ghost, The Spirit of Truth, The 
Comforter, which searcheth the deep things of God, brings to 
our minds things which are past, Reveals things to come, and is 
the medium by which we Receive Revelation of Jesus Christ. 
4.  We believe that men will be punished for their own sins and 
not for Adam’s transgression, and that as a consequence of The 
Atonement of Christ “all little children are alive in Christ, and 
also all they that are without The Law. For The Power of Re-
demption cometh on all they that have no law; wherefore, he 
that is not condemned, or he that is under no condemnation, 
cannot repent, and unto such, baptism availeth noth-
ing.” (Moroni 8:22) 
5.  We believe that through The Atonement of Christ all men 
may be Saved by Obedience to The Laws and Ordinances of 
The Gospel; viz. : Faith in God and in The Lord Jesus Christ; 
Repentance and Baptism by immersion for the remission of sins; 
Laying on of Hands for: (a) Ordination, (b) Blessing of Chil-
dren, (c) Confirmation and The Gift of the Holy Ghost (Acts 
8:17), (d) Healing of the sick. 
6.  We believe in the literal second coming and Millennial Reign 
of Jesus Christ; in The Resurrection of the Dead, and in Eternal 
Judgment; that men will be rewarded or punished according to 
the good or evil they may have done.  
7.  We believe in The Powers and Gifts of The Everlasting Gos-
pel: viz: The Word of Wisdom; The Word of Knowledge; The 
Gift of Faith; The Gift of Healing; Working of Miracles; Proph-
ecy; Discerning of Spirits; Divers kinds of Tongues; Interpreta-
tion of Tongues. 
8.  We believe The Fruits of The Spirit to be Love, Joy, Peace, 
Long Suffering, Gentleness, Goodness, Faith, Meekness, and 
Temperance. 
9.  We believe that in The Bible is contained The Word of God; 
that The Record of the Nephites is an added Witness for Christ, 
and that these contain ‘The Fullness of The Gospel.’  
10. We believe in the principle of Continuous Revelation; that 
The Canon of Scripture is not full, that God Inspires men in 
every age and among all people, and that He speaks when, 
where, and through whom he may choose.   

11. We believe that where there are six or more regularly Bap-
tized members, one of whom is an Elder, there The Church ex-
ists with Full Power of Church extension when acting in Harmo-
ny with The Law of God. 
12. We believe that a man must be Called of God by Revelation 
and Ordained by those having Authority, to enable him to 
Preach The Gospel and Administer The Ordinances thereof.  
13. We believe in the same Church Organization as existed in 
the time of Christ and His apostles. The highest office in The 
Church is that of an Apostle, of whom there are Twelve, who 
constitute Special Witnesses for Jesus Christ. They have The 
Missionary Supervision and The General Watch care of all The 
Churches. 
14. The primary function of The General Church, of which each 
Local Church is a component part, is Missionary and the build-

ing  up and extension of The Kingdom of God in all the world.           
15. We believe that Local Churches should govern their own 
affairs and that General Church officials should not dominate or 
interfere therewith. On invitation such general officers may, 
with propriety, give counsel and assistance. Local congregations 
are subject to The Articles of Faith and Practice and must be 
governed thereby. 
16. We believe The Church of Christ comprehends The True 
Brotherhood of man where each esteems his brother as himself 
and wherein The Divine Command to ‘love your neighbor as 
yourself’ is demonstrated by the prevalence of social equality. 
17. We believe that all men are Stewards under God and an-
swerable to Him not only for the distribution of accumulated 
wealth, but for the manner in which such wealth is secured. The 
primary purpose of Stewardship is not the increase of Church 
revenue or the mere contribution of money by those who have to 
those who have not, but to bring men to a realization of The 
Common Fatherhood and the universal brotherhood of man in 
all the affairs and expressions of life, and to maintain such so-
cial adjustments that each may enjoy The Bounty and Gifts of 
God, and be free to exercise his talents and ability to enrich the 
life of all. 
18. We believe that men should labor for their own support and 
that of their dependents. Ministers of The Gospel are not ab-
solved from this responsibility, but when Chosen or Appointed 
by The Church to devote their entire time to Missionary Work, 
their families are to be provided for out of General Church fund. 
The Admonition of Christ that The Ministry should not provide 
purse or scrip for their journey, but go Trusting in God and the 
people, is applicable. 
19. We believe that the temporal affairs of the General Church 
are to be administered by The General Bishopric under the su-
pervision and direction of the general conferences of The 
Church. The temporal affairs of The Local Churches shall be 
Administered by local Bishops under the supervision and direc-
tion of the local congregations. 
20. We believe that marriage is Ordained of God, and that The 
Law of God provides for but one companion in wedlock for 
either man or woman. In case of breach of this covenant the 
innocent one may remarry. 
21. We are opposed to war. Men are not justified in taking up 
arms against their fellows except as a last resort in defense of 
their lives and to preserve their liberty. 
22. We believe in The Literal gathering of Israel, and in The 
Restoration of The Ten Lost Tribes. 
23. We believe a Temple will be Built in this generation, in In-
dependence, Missouri, wherein Christ will Reveal Himself and 
Endow His Servants whom He Chooses with Power to Preach 
The Gospel in all the world to every kindred, tongue and people, 
that The Promise of God to Israel may be Fulfilled. 
24. We believe that a New Jerusalem shall be Built upon this 
land ‘unto The Remnant’ of The Seed of Joseph. (Ether 6:6-8; 
III Nephi 10:17), which city be Built, beginning at The Temple 
Lot.  
25. We believe The Ministry and Membership should abstain 
from the use of tobacco, intoxicating liquors and narcotics and 
should not affiliate with any society which administer Oaths or 
Covenants in conflict with The Law of God, or which interfere 
with their duties as freemen and citizens. 
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      THE GREATER LIGHT is posted on 
this web-site monthly by The Church of 

Christ With The Elijah Message, The As-
sured Way of The Lord, INC 4215 South 
Hocker Drive, Suite 110, Independence, 
Missouri 64055.  
     If you do not have means to read The 

Greater Light from a computer or make a 
hard copy to read, then let The Headquarter 
Office know and a hard copy will be made 
and mailed to you.   
    Message 53:3, ‘Give ear, Oh ye people 

of the earth. Hear The Warning today. I 

speak The Words and Will of The Lord. 

Let all have Faith. Turn to The Lord and 

obey His Commands. Heed repentance 

and baptism that The Way of The Lord 

shall be among men. His Kingdom shall 

fill the whole earth. The hands must be 
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laid upon all that THE GREATER 

LIGHT might come to them.’  

     Message 53:10, ‘Yea, I have brought  a  

Warning and few prepare for THE 

GREATER LIGHT,  but be thou Faith-

ful even all who hear, for The Lord’s Will 

shall  be  fulfilled  in  all  things.  All  

have their work to do and the day comes 

when The Lord shall breathe upon The 

Chosen and they shall do His Work in 

Mighty Power for their love toward the 

brethren. All that offend and that do not 

keep His Commandments shall not be 

His in the Last Day. Moreover, it is 

Christ’s Words that shall judge all men.’  
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     It  is  the  agreement  of The Quorum 

of Twelve of  This  Church,  that no Min-
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ister is to Ordain any man into The Min-

istry until said candidate has with  all his 

heart and soul confessed he agrees with 

everything written in The Articles of 

Faith and Practice.     

     It is each Elder’s duty to Seek Guid-

ance from and to keep The Territorial 

Apostle informed of his works in the re-

gion he is laboring. 
 

                    Secretary For The Twelve 

    

  

FOREWORD 

      THE GREATER LIGHT, the 
official publication of The Church of Christ 

With The Elijah Message, The Assured Way 

of The Lord, Inc., comes to YOU as an ex-
pression of the Hope we have in Christ. 
     In its pages are found the thoughts and 
expression of a united people, whose only 
aim is to promote The Cause of Christ by 
spreading abroad to every nation, tongue 
and people, The True Gospel of Christ that 
through Obedience to His Laws we might 
be found worthy of Eternal Life. 
     In this publication, The Record of The 

Nephites is quoted many times. This Book 
was Revealed and Translated by The Gift 

and Power of God: the year 1829 marked 
the beginning of The Restoration of all 

things. It is a history of the people who 
once lived in the region around The Great 

Lakes, some of whom are Ancestors of The 
American Indians. Though it contains a 
Record of two other groups of people who 
once lived here, it is for the most part a 
Record of The People of Nephi. 
     The Messages so often mentioned in this 
publication are Messages from The Lord, 
brought to earth by His Chosen Servant, 
John The Baptist, who comes to earth in a  
Glorified Body to finish The Work given  

to  him of  God;  that of  Restoring  all  
things  (Matthew  17:11-13). The  Angel 
first came in 1829, and Restored The Au-

thority Of The Son Of God, that The 

Church of Christ might be Established as in 
The Days of The Apostles. 
     In 1927, The Angel Messenger again ap-
peared, and on numerous subsequent visits, 
has brought to us The Word Of The Lord 

that The Church of Christ might be set in 
Order, that a people might be Prepared to 
be The Bride Of Christ. This is The Elijah 

Message so many have looked for, The 

Midnight Cry has been Proclaimed, A 

Warning of Destruction, but to The People 

Of The Lord, a Message that Christ’s soon 
Coming is near at hand. Fear God and give 
Glory to His Name, for The Hour of His 

Judgment has come. Awake thou that sleep-
est and Arise from the dead, and Christ will 
give you Light.  

     We hope that whosoever reads these 
pages might make it a matter of Prayer and 
Fasting in Humility before God, that they 
may know for themselves, that God has 
again Spoken and Revealed His Will from 
Heaven. To this end, we Dedicate The 

Greater Light.  
 

        THE BOARD OF PUBLICATION 

           THE QUORUM OF TWELVE 

 

 

Notices 

     Please make all checks for Tithes and 

Offerings, payable to THE CHURCH 

OF CHRIST WITH THE ELIJAH MES-
SAGE, 4215 South Hocker Drive, Suite 
110, Independence, Mo. 64055. Please no-
tify any change of address by the fifth of 
the month, if possible. We would like to 
keep our records up to date. Your coopera-
tion will be appreciated. Thank You! 
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Secretary-Treasurer of  Bishops’ 

                  Larry Crow 

THE MESSAGE OF 

CHRIST TODAY 

To All People 
 

A  Sign Was Given 

 

     Helaman 14: 1-13 “And now it came to 
pass that Samuel, the Lamanite, did prophesy a 
great many more things which cannot be    
written.  
     2) And behold, he saith unto them, Behold, I 
give unto you a sign; for five years more 
cometh, and behold, then, the Son of God to 
redeem all those who shall believe on his name.  
      3)  And behold, this will I give unto you for 
a sign at the time of his coming; for behold, 
there shall be great lights in heaven, insomuch 
that in the night before he cometh there shall be 
no darkness, insomuch that it shall appear and 
to man is if it was day. 
     4)  Therefore there shall be one day and a 
night, and a day, as if it were one day, and there 
were no night; and this shall be unto you for a 
sign; for ye shall know of the rising of the sun, 
and also of its setting; therefore they shall 
know of a surety that there shall be two days 
and a night; nevertheless of the night shall not 
be darkened; and it shall be the night before he 
is born. 
     5)  And behold there shall a new star arise, 
such as one as you never beheld; and this also 
shall be a sign unto you. 
     6)  And behold this is not all, there shall be 
many signs and wonders in heaven. 
     7)  And it shall come to pass that ye shall all 
be amazed, and wonder, insomuch that ye shall 
fall to the earth. 
     8)  And it shall come to pass that whosoever 
shall believe on the Son of God, the same shall 

have everlasting life. 
     9)  And behold, thus have the Lord 
commanded me, by his Angel, that I 
should come and tell this thing to you; 
yea, he hath commanded unto I should 
prophesy these things unto you; yea, he 
had said unto me, Cry unto this people, 
repent and prepare the way of the Lord. 
     10)  And now because I am a         
Lamanite, and have spoken that you the 
words which the Lord had commanded 
me, and because it was hard against you, 
ye are angry with me and do seek to   
destroy them, and have cast me out from 
among you. 
     11)  And ye shall hear my words, for, 
this intent I have come up upon the 
walls of the city, that ye might hear and 
know of the judgments of God which 
doth await you because of your          
iniquities, and also that ye might know 
the conditions of repentance. 
     12)  And also that you might know of 
the coming of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, the father of heaven and the earth, 
the Creator of all things, from the       
beginning; and that ye might know of 
the signs of his coming, to the intent 
that ye might believe on his name. 
     13) And if ye believe on his name, ye 
will repent of all your sins, and thereby 
ye may have a remission of them 
through his merits.” 

 

     III Nephi 1:4-22  “And it came to 
pass that in the commencement of the 
ninety and second year, behold, the 
prophecies of the prophets began to be 
fulfilled more fully; for there began to 
be greater signs and greater miracles 
wrought among the people. 
     5)  But there were some which began 

Page 138 The Greater Light November/December 2017 



 

 

the morrow, come I into the world, to shew 
unto the world that I will fulfill all that 
which I have caused to be spoken by the 
mouth of my holy prophets. 
     14)  Behold, I come into my own, to  
fulfill all things which I have made known 
the children of men, from the foundations 
of the world, and do the will, both of the 
Father, and of the Son; of the Father        
because of me; and of the Son because of 
my flesh. And behold, the time is at hand, 
and this night shall the sign be given. 
     15)  And it came to pass that the words 
which came unto Nephi was fulfilled,      
according as they had been spoken; for   
behold at the going down of the sun, there 
was no darkness; and the people began to 
be astonished, because there was no     
darkness when night came. 
     16)  And there were many, which had 
not believe the words of the prophets, fell 
to the earth and became as if they were 
dead, for they knew that the great plan of 
destruction which they had laid for those 
who believed in the word of the prophets, 
had been frustrated; for the sign which had 
been given was already at hand. 
     17)  And they began to know that the 
Son of God must shortly appear; yea, in fi-
ne, all the people unto the face of the whole 
earth from the west to the east, both in the 
land north and the land south, were so ex-
ceedingly astonished that they fell to the 
earth.  
     18)  For they knew that the prophets had 
testified of these things for many years, and 
that the sign which had been given was   
already at hand; and they began to fear    
because of their iniquity and their unbelief. 
     19)  And it came to pass that there was 
no darkness in all that night, but it was as 
light as though it was mid-day, and it came 

to say that the time was pass for the words 
to be fulfilled, which was spoken by Samu-
el, the Lamanite. 
     6)  And they began to rejoice over there 
brethren, saying, Behold the time is past, 
and the words of Samuel are not fulfilled; 
therefore, your joy and your faith concern-
ing this thing, have been vain. 
     7)  And it came to pass that they did 
make a great uproar throughout the land; 
and the people which believed, began to be 
very sorrowful, least by any means those 
things which had been spoken might not 
come to pass. 
     8)  But behold, they did watch steadfastly 
for that day, and that night, and that day, 
what shall be as one day, as if there were no 
night, that they might know that their faith 
had not been vain. 
     9)  Now it came to pass that there was a 
day set apart by the unbelievers, that all 
those who believed in those traditions 
should be put to death, except the signs 
should come to pass which had been given 
by Samuel the prophet. 
     10)  Now it came to pass that when 
Nephi, the son Nephi, saw this wickedness 
of his people, his heart was exceedingly 
sorrowful. 
     11)  And it came to pass that he went out 
and bowed him self down upon the earth, 
and cried mightily to his God, in behalf of 
his people; yea, those which were about to 
be destroyed because of their faith in the 
traditions of their father. 
     12)  And it came to pass that he cried 
mightily into the Lord, all the day; and    
behold, the voice of the Lord came unto 
him, saying. 
     13)  Lift up your head and be of good 
cheer, for behold, the time is at hand, and 
on this night shall the sign be given, and on 
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to pass that the sun did rise in the morning 
again, according to its proper order; and 
they knew that it was the day and the Lord 
should be born, because of the sign which it 
had been given. 
     20)  And it had come to pass, yea, all 
things, every whit, according to the words 
of the prophets. 
     21)  And it came to pass also, that a new 
stars did appear, according to the word. 
     22) And it came to pass that from this 
time forth, there began to be lyings sent 
forth among the people by Satan to harden 
their hearts to the intent that they might not 
believe in those signs and wonders which 
they had seen; but not with standing these 
lyings and deceivings, the more part of the 
people did believe, and were converted into 
the Lord.” 

 
 

From the Apostles 

The Lord’s Authority must 

Have it’s Flow 

Apostle Richard Johnson 

 

     Today let's see how priesthood and au-
thority works that is so central to the Lords’ 
rule and plan of this work that the Messen-
ger reminds us about over and over, again 
and again.  
     The thesis of my writing this paper is 
the flow of authority is from God where all 
authority begins for there is no authority 
except from God. The image is of its flow 
from His throne in heaven where He is the 
head source and origin of a river of life 
flowing to earth where those that drink of it 
has the right to eat of the fruit of the tree of 
life.   
     Message 84:8. I bring the authority and 

trust. I give the opening of the way for the 

flow of God to come unto mankind. I 
have given the holy priesthood to mankind 
after the order of God, after the order of 
His Son. This authority was given and re-
layed on unto the Church and the ministry 
of the Church of Christ, the Church with 
my Message, the Elijah Message, ordained 
in 1829 upon the heads of Joseph Smith 
and Oliver Cowdery and reiterated a hun-
dred years later to Otto Fetting, an apostle 
in the remnant the Lord had preserved on 
the Temple Lot.   
     His words the Church and the ministry 
indicate he has given the authority of God 
in like manner again a second time to both 
the people and ministry as he had done be-
fore.  
     Message 91:4. I have brought the au-
thority of the holy priesthood and reiterated 
and affirmed it.   
(relayed means received and passed on 
(transmitted in like manner) (reiterated 
means do a second time or again) (Affirm 
means to declare and uphold it)  
     Message 102:58. The way shall be one 
holy priesthood and that after the order of 
God, after the order of Jesus the Christ, the 
son of man. 59… there are many functions 
and duties but one plan of authority.   
     What is the exact meaning and purpose 
for the Lord words identifying His holy 
priesthood and authority as after the order 
of God with after the order of the son of 
man following that of God?  

     Now perhaps it has been understood 
crystal clear by everyone in the Church but 
myself, but if not, I want you to please con-
sider what I have to say about it today and 
how it relates to the flow of the authority of 
the holy priesthood.   
     Message 37:6. He that keepeth My say-
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ings, in him will My love be perfected. Be 
ye cogitative and visions of divine and glo-
rious light shall be about you. Think ye up-
on the ways and words of the creator of 
mankind that knoweth the hearts of all 
men.  
      Message 82:3. I come, and speak in 
your language that you may understand and 
impart it to the children of men.   
     The Cambridge English dictionary and 
others gives a definition of the word “after” 
as following in time, place, or order.  
     Dictionary.com and others gives a defi-
nition of “order” as a position, rank or ar-
rangement of people or things.  
     The Bible, the Record of the Nephites 
and the book the Word of the Lord all refer 
to the order and duties of priesthood that 
would mean position, rank or arrangement 
of its function and duties.  
      Message 102:58. The way shall be one 
holy priesthood and that after the order of 
God, after the order of Jesus the Christ, the 
son of man. 59… there are many functions 
and duties but one plan of authori-
ty. (following the rank and position or ar-
rangement of God)  
     First of all, authority is the right to 

act or exercise power. Therefore, for the 
ministry to do its function and duties, they 
must exercise the rights of the (rank or po-
sition or office) set apart and or-
dained by God.   
     Romans 13:1. All authority begins with 
God, for there is no authority except from 
God.   
     Second, the concept of authority to 

act includes its power, ability, or capabil-
ity to complete an action. So, priest-
hood authority and power is closely linked. 
spiritual authority gives the right to act or 
exercise power yet the power can be quan-

tified and qualified by God...  
     Message 51:4…All must sanctify their 
lives unto the Lord, for sin cannot receive 
the glory of the Lord nor the power of the 
Lamb slain.  
     Message 57:10. The greater power shall 
be given as you prepare for it.   
     Message 86:55-56 109:6. A double por-
tion of His Holy Unction has been given to 
all members.   
      Message 94:20…More power shall be 
given as the servants prepare for it.   
     Third, the words "authority and 

trust" is used with reference to delegated 

authority with the authorization of a right 
or power given to perform certain acts. 
Luke 9:1-2, Matthew 19:18, Matthew 28:18
-20.  
     Matthew 9:6-8. The Father gave Jesus 
the son of man authority to forgive sins…  

     Luke 9:1-2. Jesus delegated power and 
authority. He called the twelve disciples to-
gether and gave them power (dunamis) and 
authority (exousia)…(Matthew 10:1, 28:18
-20) by His Word, touch and Spirit(breath) 
John 20:21-23, Matthew 16:19.   
      Acts 8:17, 1 Tim. 4:14-15, John 20:23. 
The apostles and elders relayed the gift and 
gifts of that power and authority and love 
for His people like a flowing stream of His 
Spirit and peace.   
     Message 111:5. I have given the holy 
priesthood, the power and authority of God, 
by the hands of My Messenger,  
     Message 5:2. Again in 1926, you with 
your brethren, were set apart as members of 
the twelve to represent Christ and His 
Church, with the same authority as the 
apostles of old. Many are representing 
Christ but not Christ and His Church, but 
you men have been chosen to represent 
Christ and His Church as He established it 
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when He was here.  
     The definition of represent:  To be ap-
pointed to act or speak for (someone), espe-
cially in an official capacity:   
     The Lord’s authority must have its flow. 
The Words of the Messenger opened the 
flow with the touch of His hands.   
     Message 70:2. I speak as from a foun-
tain of truth and with power and authority. I 
bring the authority for mankind to represent 
Christ and His Church.  
     Message 116:6. The image of the 
Church is set in pace. The authority estab-
lished, the power given; let it develop and 
progress the Lord's way. He will provide 
and show His hand.  

     Fourth, by a natural extension of 

meaning, author ity sometimes denotes 
the sphere in which authority is exercised. 
God by His decrees have established 
spheres of authority in the world, such as 
civil government or His Church, but Christ 
has been placed above all realms of author-
ity.   
      Ephesians 1:21. Far above all principal-
ity, and power, and might, and dominion, 
and every name that is named, not only in 
this world, but also in that which is to 
come:  
     So, when the Messenger uses the words 
holy priesthood authority and power and 
trust remember these four things: (1.) The 
rights given to do the functions and duties 
of the office. (2.) The power given to exer-
cise the rights given. (3.) to whom it's given 
in trust. (4.) the area given for it to be exer-
cised.  
      Message 84:2…I speak in the Spirit and 
power of God.   
We see the power of God and Spirit of God 
are also linked and given to others prepared 
and fitting to receive it with the anoint-

ing and appointing of authority by the Spir-
it and power of God. (Message 12:4)  
     Acts 10:38. God anointed Jesus of Naza-
reth with the Holy Ghost and with Power:   
     Luke 1:8. “You shall receive power 
when the Holy Ghost has come upon you”  

     Message 111:5. I have given the holy 
priesthood, the power and authority of God, 
by the hands of My Messenger,  
     Message 92:10-11. There is no greater 
authority or gift, or gifts given to man than 
that which I bring of the Lord God, after 
the order of His Son. 11. Who is mankind 
to claim more than this?  He that will not 
recognize the authority and power I bring, 
faileth, and his works will not stand the test 
in the end. Let this evil not be among you 
for it will not calm the soul nor will it save 
you.  
     Message 113:18…this authority that I 

bring must have its flow...   

     This flow is something Brother Draves 
often spoke to us about flowing from high-
er to lower. Its imagery is seen in Revela-
tion as the river of life flowing from the 
throne of God.   
     Revelation 22:1. And he (the angel) 
shewed me a pure river of water of life, 
clear as crystal, proceeding out of the 
throne of God and of the Lamb. (The im-
agery is of the source of authority and pow-
er is the throne of God because of the sacri-
fice of the blood and body of the Lamb of 
God, the son of man who is the Eternal Fa-
ther to purify the sins of men.  
     The King James bible dictionary # 18 
defines head as the principal source of a 
stream; as the head of the Nile.   
     New Testament Greek Lexicon for head 
is kephale that used metaphorically in-
cludes authority and the Koine Greek Lexi-
con says it means origin or source that are 
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synonyms with no metaphorical meaning 
given.  
     The image we should see then is that the 
flow of the river of life that is the authority 
and power of God and the son of man who 
following His resurrection had received all 
the authority and power of the Fathers’ 
throne.  
     So how does the gift of God’s love and 
holy priesthood flow from the throne of au-
thority and power in heaven to His body of 
believers that are His Church and kingdom 
of God on earth...   
     The opening of its flow from heaven is a 
Line or way of authority and holy priest-
hood kept holy from the Father to the Son 
and relayed to those with faith He has set 
apart and anointed and appointed with His 
authority whose function and duty is to 
teach and relay it to the body of believers 
born again of the water and the Spirit so 
that all by their faith in Him become par-
takers of the heavenly gift and the Holy 
Spirit of God and the Word of God.  
     The source and origin of the authority of 
Christ as the Son of man is the holy priest-
hood after the order of God the eternal Fa-
ther. (power to do all things according to 
His Word)  
     Luke 9:35. When Jesus was baptized by 
John there was a Voice heard from heaven 
saying “This is my beloved Son: hear 
him”.   
     John 4:24. God is a Spirit: and they that 
worship him must worship him in spirit and 
in truth.  
     John 1:1-3. In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. He was God in the begin-
ning. Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has 
been made  

     John 1:14. And the Word was made 
flesh, and dwelt among us,  
      Message 85:22-23. Christ was the in-
carnate of God in the flesh to offer the sac-
rifice of ending all spilling of blood and the 
altars of figuration's and shadows…, that 
He might reconcile the world to Himself. 
(Mosiah 15:1-7, Matthew 1:23, Titus 2:10, 
Luke 1:47)  
     The Latin verb incarnate meant “to 
make flesh.” When we say that Jesus Christ 
is God “Incarnate,” we mean that God who 
is a Spirit, took on a fleshly, bodily form 
yet He retained His “I AM” preeminence of 
God.   
      In Colossians 1:18. Paul is pointing out 
that as God the rank and authority of Christ 
in creation was and is before all things and 
above all things even as He is the head and 
the source and origin of the Church of the 
First Born and of the resurrection that in all 
things He might have preeminence.  
     The King James dictionary for preemi-
nence here is proteuo, "to be first";   
     Paul in 1 Corinthians 11:3 uses head 
metaphorically to explain the preeminence 
of Christ and the principles of priesthood 
authority after as in following in time, 
place, or order and the manner of the crea-
tion of mankind and of respect for the 
firstborn of the resurrection. I believe it has 
nothing to do with domination of others or 
our right to choose our own destiny but just 
the opposite. Remember flow of priesthood 
authority represents how we receive the 
pure love of God.  
     Matthew 9:6,8, Jesus was given authori-
ty and power so that ye may know that the 
son of man hath power on earth to forgive 
sins, and they marveled, and glorified God, 
which had given such power unto men.  
     Matthew 28:18 - And Jesus came and 
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spake unto them, saying, “All power is giv-
en unto me in heaven and in earth”. (After 
His resurrection)  
     Message 106:20, Hebrews 1:1-4. The 
Lord hath power to do all things which is 
according to His Word.   
     Jesus, the Son of God and Son of man, 
who is God the the eternal Father in His de-
ity, but nevertheless, when he assumed hu-
manity, He submitted himself to the head-
ship and leadership that is the authority and 
power of the holy priesthood after the order 
of the Father. Everywhere Jesus went he 
stated this: "I do always those things which 
please my Father."  On one occasion he 
said, "My meat is to do my Father's will, 
and to please him who sent me" (John 
4:34). On another occasion he said, "I and 
my Father are one" (John 10:30). He adds 
on still another occasion, "My Father is 
greater than I" (John 14:28). That does not 
challenge Christ being the Father and the 
Son, but when He took upon himself flesh 
as the Son of man He took upon himself a 
lower position than the Father because of 
His flesh and blood.   
     Also, He is the great high priest of His 
people who has shed His blood to satisfy 
the demands of the eternal justice of God 
and with the power of His resurrection for 
all men to come forth from the dead at the 
times appointed them. Now the authority 
and power of the blood of God and His ho-
ly priesthood allows the Saviour of men to 
show mercy to those that overcometh with 
the right to drink of the crystal-clear water 
of life and eat of the fruit of the tree of life. 
It is the greatest gift of the pure love of 
God and the right to sit with His Son  Jesus 
for eternity on His throne and seat of the 
eternal priesthood authority of God as 
kings and priests forever.  
     Revelation 1:6. And (He) hath made us 

kings and priests unto God and his Father; 
to him be glory and dominion for ever and 
ever. Amen. (Alma 13:6-13)  
     Revelation 3:21 To him that overcometh 
will I grant to sit with me in my throne, 
even as I also overcame, and am set down 
with my Father in His throne.  
     Hebrews 10:5. So also Christ glorified 
not himself to be made an high priest; but 
he that said unto him, Thou art my Son, to-
day have I begotten thee. 6. As he saith also 
in another place, Thou art a priest for ever 
after the order of Melchisedec.   
     Hebrew 5:1-11, 6:19-20, 7:2. He is the 

high priest and the King of Righteous-

ness of His people.  

       John 1:1-5. “In the beginning was the 
Word.”  Therein is the declaration of 
Christ's authority as the creator Father God 
to lead the whole human race. Ultimately, 
as Scripture tells us, there will come a day 
when all humanity, without exception, shall 
bow the knee and confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord. Romans 14:11, Philippians 2:5-11. 
So, whether the world knows it or not, 
Christ has authority over them as their head 
and creator. They are responsible to follow 
him by receiving His holy priesthood and 
authority as the origin and source of His 
love and power for their deliverance, yet it 
is still their choice. That is the whole objec-
tive of choosing the Covenant of life and 
peace. Malachi 2:5, Message 55:1, 66:20. 
In the book of Hebrews it says that Christ is 
"the author (" the founder, master, leader") 
of our salvation" and we look unto Him as 
the author and finisher of our faith. 
(Hebrews 5:9, 12:2), the one who goes be-
fore; the one who opens the way. It means 
He is the origin and source of life. There is 
only one Jesus the Christ. He holds the au-
thority and the rank and position as the 
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firstborn of God as I explained in my study 
of priesthood authority. He is at the head of 
the Church and the chief cornerstone of the 
household of God built upon a foundation 
of apostles and prophets. (Ephesians 2:20; 
1 Peter 2:6)  Adam being the first human 
God created in His own image with the 
woman being a remnant taken from man in 
the order of creation. Male and female cre-
ated He them in the image and glory of 
God. Adam being the first man created with 
flesh and blood held the continuing line of 
priesthood authority of the firstborn son of 
God found with the sons of God as found in 
the genealogy of Jesus:  There is a principal 
in play here of the flow of Gods’ love and 
priesthood as it was given in the beginning 
with the creation of Adam and Eve. Adam, 
being the first human created, was the fed-
eral or responsible head and origin of the 
human race and Eve the mother of all man-
kind.   
      God has created human beings to live 
under His authority. When they choose to 
live under a different rule, that of self or an 
idol, they sin. This is, a simple summary of 
the teaching of Genesis 1-3. That portion of 
Scripture illustrates the human tendency, 
moved by pride, to seek independence from 
external authority and to establish self as 
the final authority in life.  
     The issue facing today’s Christians is 
how God exercises His authority and pow-
er in the Church. In the Old Testament, the 
answer was clear. God exercised the au-
thority of His Words through prophets, 
priests, and kings. At the time of Christ, the 
disciples submitted to the lordship of God 
the Father through obedience to Jesus 
Christ the Word made flesh, then He dele-
gated authority to the apostles, who di-
rected the affairs of the Church. Then came 

the great falling away in the kingdom of 
God with violence and the violent took it 
by force closing the flow of the authority 
and power of the Word of God from heav-
en. There were no prophets or apostles or 
men set apart by God to receive it and relay 
it to others. So men that were without the 
authority and power of God’s Word voted 
among themselves to create offices and of-
ficers having a form of Godliness becom-
ing a power themselves claiming universal 
authority was found in the teachings of 
God’s Words that had ended. No one was 
ordained with the rights of the power of 
God to induct men and women into the 
kingdom of God. The flow of the authority 
and power of the Word of God from heaven 
among men had ended when the authority 
and trust of the man child for the chil-
dren of God was caught up to heaven. The 
woman of Revelation fled into the wilder-
ness where she was fed with what had been 
given by God in times past without the au-
thority and power of the great Shepherd of 
the flock. There is a form of Godliness but 
without the power thereof. (2 Timothy 3:5)  
      Message 86:60. In the Bible and Record 
of the Nephites contains the teachings and 
pattern of the fullness of the Gospel in its 
plain and precious parts. But my words and 
authority give the right to set the Church in 
order-The Church of Christ with the holy 
priesthood authority and power to act in the 
establishing the kingdom of God on earth 
and bringing in the Zion of the Lord. The 
kingdom and dominion shall be for the 
saints of the Most High.  
    Message 12:8…remember Christ is at 
the head of the Church, and will direct His 
work. He is the great high priest of His 
people and He will direct the work as in 
days of old.  
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     The Messenger is reminding us of 
Christ’s authority as the Son of God and 
His preeminence and rank as the King of 
Righteousness and high priest and Saviour 
of His people directing the work of the 
Church as in days of old.  
     At the head of the Church implies priest-
hood authority and power and leadership. 
He will direct the work implies instruction 
to rule and overrule by Decree as the King 
of Righteousness of His people.   
     As in days of old suggests one holy 
priesthood and one mediator and eternal 
high priest with many on earth set apart 
from among the brethren with authority to 
teach His Decrees and the plan of redemp-
tion and deliverance and do this work of 
preparing a people for eternity with the 
Lord.  
     Alma 13:1-2. In days of old priests were 
ordained after His holy order after the order 
of His Son that the people might know the 
plan of redemption.   
In days of old the instruction and the au-
thority of God’s holy priesthood and Ever-
lasting Covenant was made and given by 
the Lord himself to Adam and relayed and 
transmitted to others following him down 
to Noah and following with other prophets, 
kings and priests and the patriarchs. Then 
to Abraham and Moses, Aaron and Elijah 
among the later prophets and priests of    
Israel. Then by Jesus as Emanuel who was 
God with us to His apostles and ministry as 
it pleased Him and today by the Lord’s   
angel and Messenger of the Covenant and 
prophet John the Baptist relaying His  
instructions and authority and power to the 
Lord’s appointed and anointed to receive it 
and relay it to others that it might flow to 
all the Church, Israel, Zion and the king-
dom of God that His will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. May it so ever be done in 
the name of Jesus.  
      Message 24:12. I am again establishing 
My Church in its fullness, with twelve 
apostles and authority as in the days of old. 
And Mine elders shall preach the Gospel 
and teach the people as in former days.  
     The King James bible dictionary also 
defines head in #4. The first place; the 
place of honor, or of command. The lord 
mayor sat at the head of the table. The   
general marched at the head of his troops. 
Christ directs and leads us at the head of 
His Church...   
     In English the word “head” has many 
meanings. One meaning and synonym of 
head is “leader”    
     Isaiah 55:4. Behold, I have given him 
for a witness to the people, a leader and 
commander to the people.   
     Dictionary.com gives the word origin of 
the suffix ship: It is a word-forming ele-
ment meaning " office, position; 
…" (examples using ship: headship and 
kingship (The office of Christ our king and 
high priest and apostle) and in the messages 
ship is used to designate the offices of lead-
ership, (81:23) as in apostleship (118:8, 
119:5) and eldership (Message.79:18, 
103:32) and membership in AFP.  
     Leadership then is: 1. the duty or func-
tion of watching or guarding (shepherding) 
for the sake of proper direction or control. 
2. the place of leadership or command. 
(M.W. Dict) synonyms: care, charge, guid-
ance, supervision, oversight, govern, gov-
erning in Message 102: 32, 110:13, 
113:12,13).  
     Message 103:21. Let all be repentant, 
think again, you that be leaders, lead the 
people in love and peace. Command peace. 
Let it be among you, in your counsels and 
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and power of the holy priesthood after the 
order of God after the order of the son of 
man who became the example for us to ful-
fill all righteousness submitting and yield-
ing himself to the flow of authority from 
the father and opened its flow to His breth-
ren through their great faith in the authority 
and power of Christ the Son of God.   
      Romans 12. Each and every member of 
the Church has a part to play in the service 
of God, however, with this there also exists 
the differentiation of forms and functions of 
service with duties of oversight, supervi-
sion, and leadership as it pleases Him with 
all given a work to do in service to God. I 
have shown that I believe it follows the 
type and order of God’s creation and is 
God’s will and not of men.  
      The Messenger uses the term ministry 
that also is defined as the office, duties, or 
functions of a minister. M.W. Dictionary.   
      For the Church of Christ special 
agents of God are set apart with ministerial 
duties and functions for the people of God. 
You will find them given in the messages in 
the way of authority for every member of 
the body and Church of Christ.  
      Message 9:8. The Messenger told 
Brother Fetting and the apostles:  Lead ye 
the people in the paths of peace. Be patient 
with all men; and if ye will do this you 
shall be the special agents of the Lord to do 
His work.  
      The Lord’s authority must be kept holy 
and have its flow that has been opened 
again by His Messenger. It would be a fear-
ful thing to have happen because we fall 
into error as others have because of lack 
understanding of these things and God 
brings us into judgment because we fail 
Him and the people.  

      In closing this article about the flow 

in your plans. Unitedly govern together. 
(here govern is to rule spiritually with the 
decrees of God)  
      Romans 13:1. Every soul is subject to 
the ordained powers of God.  
      Message 89:10… Let those the Lord 
gives to be leaders be recognized in God's 
Will:  
      Let all submit: (yield to and accept) 
God’s authority and to be subject to each 
other. We are all placed under and in His 
authority individually and collectively and 
dependent on Him and on each other.  
      1 Peter 5:1-6 wrote:  The elders which 
are among you I exhort, who am also an 
elder… Feed the flock of God which is 
among you, taking the oversight thereof, … 
Neither as being lords over God's heritage, 
but being ensamples to the flock. …. Like-
wise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto 
the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to 
another, and be clothed with humility: for 
God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to 
the humble. Humble yourselves therefore 
under the mighty hand of God, that he may 
exalt you in due time:   
     1 Peter 2:5 1 Peter 2:9. The whole 
Church is a holy priesthood and a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, God's own peo-
ple.   
      This holy priesthood of God is eternal 
like He is and first over all creation by the 
power and authority of His Word that was 
with Him from the beginning and the Word 
was the Son of God that became flesh and 
blood as Son of man who in the beginning 
was God before all that comes” after” 
or following in time, place, and “order” 
of position, rank or arrangement of people 
or things. All are under the authority of 
God.  
      Therefore, the saying of the authority 
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of God’s authority.  

      Authority flowed from its origin and 
source of God the Father unto Christ the 
incarnate of God in the flesh because of the 
rank and order of His flesh and blood yet 
with respect and honor of the first-born Son 
of God who is and was the eternal Father 
preeminent in all things that ever have been 
or ever will be.  
      Revelation 4:11.“Thou art worthy, O 
Lord, to receive glory and honour and pow-
er: for thou hast created all things, and for 
thy pleasure they are and were created.”  
     From Christ the Son of God it flows to 
the brethren and from the man who was 
first (preeminent) in the order of the     cre-
ation of mankind it is relayed to the woman 
who was created from and after the order of 
the man but not relayed by the woman to 
the man breaking the order and flow of 
priesthood authority after the order of God 
after the order of the son of man who as 
God was before all things and by Him all 
things consist (Colossians 1:17)  
     Message 11:6. Let all repent and receive 
this authority I send for mankind, the Pure 
Love of God' saith the Lord Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 
     I believe I can see a little better some of 
the mystery of God’s flow of priesthood  
authority and power. I pray that you may 
also. I know I cannot do a perfect work 
about it yet but maybe others will be in-
spired to do so.  
      Message 81:23. The Church is orga-
nized. I have given the type and leader-
ship,   
      Message 101:21. The image of the 
Church is established. Let it not slip from 
you -nor falter in steadiness.  
      Message 89:15. `Behold!'  saith the 
Lord, `I will rule and overrule. Fear not, lit-

tle flock for greater things shall come. Much 
will come to pass’.   

     Young Adults 

Brenda Humpert 

 

      Friends it is the time to of the year to 
celebrate the birth of our dear Savior.  Mat-
thew 1:23, Behold a virgin shall be with 
child, and shall bring forth a son, and they 
shall call his name Emmanuel, which being 
interpreted is God with us.  For God Him-
self took upon flesh and lived, suffered, died 
and was resurrected and will return in the 
same manner that He ascended into heaven. 
      Isaiah 7:14, Therefore the Lord himself 
shall give you a sign: Behold a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his 
name Immanuel. 
      Isaiah 9:6  For unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son is given: and the government 
shall be upon His shoulder: and His name 
shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The 
mighty God, The everlasting Father, The 
Prince of Peace. 
      Isaiah 60:6 The multitude of camels 
shall cover thee, the dromedaries of Midian 
and Ephah and they from Sheba shall come: 
they shall bring gold and incense ; and they 
shall shew forth the praises of the Lord. This 
scripture is fulfilled when the three wise 
men came from the East. The prophesies in 
Isaiah were given around seven hundred 
years before the birth of Christ. All the 
prophesies concerning the birth of Christ 
came to pass. 
      In the Record of the Nephites, Third 
Book of Nephi Chapter 1, The people of the 
Lord, who believed the prophets concerning 
the birth of Christ, began to be persecuted. 
There were those who had begun to doubt 
the promise of a Savior. They felt too much 
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time had passed and it was too late. They 
even made plans to kill those who still be-
lieved. It was at this time that the Lord 
spoke to Nephi; (13) Lift up your head and 

be of good cheer, for behold, the time is 

at hand, and on this night shall the sign 

be given, and on the morrow come I into 

the world, to shew unto the world that I 

will fulfill all that which I have caused to 

be spoken by the mouth of my holy 

prophets. (14) Behold I come unto my 

own, to fulfill all things which I have 

made known unto the children of men, 

from the foundation of the world, and do 

the will, both of the Father, and of the 

Son; of the Father because of me; and of 

the Son because of the flesh. And behold, 

the time is at hand, and this night shall 

the sign be given. (19) And It came to 
pass that there was no darkness in all that 
night, but it was as light as though it was 
mid-day. And it came to pass that the sun 
did rise in the morning again, according to 
the proper order; and they knew that it was 
the day that the Lord should be born, be-
cause of the sign which had been given. (20
-21) And it came to pass, yea all things, 
every whit, according to the words of the 
prophets. And it came to pass also, that a 
new star did appear, according to the 
word.  
      In 1 Timothy 3:16 is a great verse 

that describes our God, “And without 
controversy great is the mystery of godli-
ness, God was manifested in the flesh, 
justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, 
preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in 
the world, received into glory.  
      Our Lord has provided all we need with 
His birth, with His wonderful plan of salva-
tion.  Let us rejoice with the angels as we 
celebrate our Lord Jesus singing, “Peace on 

Earth Good Will Toward Men”.  

 

Junior Department 
Thresa Ray 

 

     Many years ago in the town of Nazareth 
lived a beautiful young maiden named 
Mary.  Just as her family and friends, Mary 
looked forward to the day the Christ child, 
the Savior of the world, would be born, as 
foretold by prophets many years before. 
     Mary lived with her parents.  As all 
young girls in Nazareth, Mary would go to 
the well in the middle of Nazareth to draw 
water.  Mary loved a man named Joseph, 
who was a carpenter.  Mary and Joseph 
planned to marry someday. 
     Mary loved God and always tried to 
obey His commandments.  One day an 
“angel” appeared to Mary.  The angel was        
surrounded by the heavenly light of the 
Lord.  The angel said, “Hail, thou that art 
highly favored, the Lord is with thee;  
blessed art thou among women.” 

     Mary was fearful, but the angel said, 
“Fear not, Mary: for thou has found favor 
with God.  And, behold, thou shalt         
conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a 
son, and shalt call His name Jesus. He shall 
be great and shall be called the Son of the 
Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto 
Him the throne of His father David: And 
He shall reign over the house of Jacob    
forever, and of His kingdom there shall be 
no end…” 

     “For with God nothing shall be impossi-
ble.” (Luke 1:37) 
     Mary replied, “Behold, the handmaiden 
of the Lord, be it unto me according to thy 
word.”  And the angel left her. 
     Can you imagine how Mary felt; to be 
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visited by an angel.  How glorious!  Even 
more than that –the angel told Mary she 
would be the Mother of God’s son!  Mary 
truly felt humble before God! 
     Now, one night when Joseph was sleep-
ing, the same angel appeared to him in a 
dream.  The angel said, “Joseph, thou son 
of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary  
thy wife; for that which is conceived in her 
is of the Holy Ghost.  And she shall bring 
forth a son, and thou shalt call His name 
JESUS; for He shall save the people from 
their sins.” 

     Joseph did as the angel told him and 
married Mary, the handmaiden of the Lord. 
     There was a decree by Caesear August 
that all the world would be taxed.  Each 
person had to go to this own city, or the city          
of his family lineage to pay his taxes.  
 Joseph had to go to Bethlehem with Mary 
to pay his taxes. 
     Mary traveled to Bethlehem with        
Joseph. She was almost ready to give birth 
and was very uncomfortable riding on a 
donkey, up and down rocky hills.  But 
Mary and Joseph knew they had to obey 
the laws of the land and Mary did not   
complain. 
     When they arrived in Bethlehem, the 
city was already full of people who were 
also there to pay their taxes.  Mary was so 
tired and very weary from the trip.  Every 
place Joseph stopped at to rent a room for 
the night was full. 
     There was one more inn they had not 
stopped at yet.  Perhaps they would have a 
room. But no, the innkeeper said the rooms 
were filled – no place to sleep.  Yet, seeing 
Mary great with child, he took pity on the 
young couple and said they could sleep in 
their stable.  Mary and Joseph were grateful 
to have a place to rest their weary bodies, 

they did not mind sleeping in a stable with 
the animals.  After all, God made the ani-
mals, too. 
     Before morning, Mary gave birth to her 
first born son, and wrapped him in      
swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger 
on the sweet smelling hay. How wonderful, 
the Son of God was born! 
      Now, in this same country, there were 
shepherds in the fields keeping watch over 
their flock of sheep during the night.  And 
behold, the angel of the Lord appeared to 
them.  The glory of the Lord shone around 
them.  The shepherds had not seen anything 
so magnificent!  They were afraid. 
     The angel said to them, “Fear not; for 
behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people.  For unto 
you is born this day in the city of David, a 
Savior, which is Christ the Lord.  And this 
shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the 
babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying 
in a manger.” 

     Suddenly there was with the angel a  
glorious sight!  There was a multitude of 
angels praising God and saying, “Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth, peace, 
goodwill toward men.” 

     When the angels had gone, the shep-
herds praised God!  They hurried to find 
the babe in a manger.  They followed a 
bright star that seemed to light up the night.  
When they found the stable that the star 
pointed to, they were so happy. 
     Inside the stable was Mary, Joseph, and 
baby Jesus lying in a manger.  The shep-
herds entered and knelt down and wor-
shiped their Lord and Savior! 
     The shepherds told many about the birth 
of Jesus.  They praised God for all the 
things they heard and seen. 
     Isn’t it wonderful for God to give us 
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such a gift –His Son Jesus.  John 3:16 says, 
“For God so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son that whosoever     
believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” 

     Jesus was born in a far away country, 
but even the people (ancient Indians) in 
America awaited His birth.  The prophet, 
Samuel the Lamanite, had prophesied about 
Jesus birth and the signs that would         
accompany it.  He told of the bright star 
over the stable .  He said the night would be 
so bright, there would be no darkness.  It 
would be daylight, the bright (lighted) 
night, and daylight again. 
     When this prophecy came to pass, and 
the people saw the night lighted up by that 
same star the shepherds followed, many  
believed the Son of God, the Savior of the 
world, was born.  They rejoiced in seeing 
the signs of Jesus’ birth.  Nephi baptized 
many people as they believed and repented 
of their sins. 
     So, as you can see, God loves all people 
and gave His Son as a gift to all of us, no 
matter where we live, no matter what color 
of skin we have, and no matter who we are. 
     This Christmas, as we celebrate Jesus’ 
birth, let us give God a wonderful gift in 
return. Let us obey His commandments  
(Matthew 27:37-39) and love God with all 
our heart, soul and mind, and love our 
neighbors as ourselves.  What better gift to 
give back to God than a gift of  LOVE. 
     May God bless, guide, and protect each 
of you. 

 

Primary Department 
What Christmas Really Means 

Joy Ellen Draves – Dreher 
 

     Christmas is taken on so many other 

things over the years. We have the story of 
Santa. We have the gift giving. These 
things are bad in them so, as the gift giving 
started with the Wise Men. But it can take 
away from the real meaning of Christmas. 
     What happened that first Christmas? 
Why do we celebrate it? The Bible answers 
all these questions and Luke 2:6 through 
18: ‘And so it was, that, while they were 
there, the days were accomplished that she 
should be delivered. 
    7) And she brought forth her first-born 
son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, 
and laid him in a manger; because there 
was no room for them inn. 
    8) And there were the same country 
shepherds abiding in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. 
     9)  And, lo, the angel of the Lord came 
upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
round about them: and they were sore 
afraid.  
     10)  And the angel said unto them, Fear 
not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all people. 
     11)  For unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord. 
     12)  And this shall be a sign unto you:  
Ye shall find the babe wrapped in        
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 
     13)  And suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 
praising God, and saying, 
     14)  Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good will toward men. 
     15)  And it came to pass, as the angels 
were gone away from them into heaven, the 
shepherds said one to another, Let us now 
go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing 
which is come to pass, which the Lord hath 
made known to us. 
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     16)  And they came with haste, and 
found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying 
in the manger. 
     17)  And when they had seen it, they 
made known abroad the saying which was 
told them concerning this child. 
     18)  And all they that heard it wondered 
at those things which were told them by the 
shepherds.” 

     As we read here, Jesus, the Savior of the 
world, was born. He came as a baby, and 
will then grew to be a man that gave his life 
for you and me, so we could live with him 
forever when we die. We celebrate his birth 
because of our faith in him, and his birth 
was the beginning of a life – changing 
event – the cross. So let us celebrate Jesus 
birthday together, and remember why He 
came. 

  

Obituary 

 Marianna Johnson 

 

     Marianna Johnson, 81, of Independence, 
Missouri went all the way home to her 
Lord and Savior October 14, 2017. 
     There was a memorial service held on 
Saturday, October 21, 2017 at The Church 
of Christ with The Elijah Message, The As-
sured Way of The 
Lord in Independ-
ence, Missouri. She 
was subsequently 
laid to rest at Rose-
hill Cemetery in La-
moni, IA. 
     Marianna was 
born January 26, 
1936 to Marvin C 
Jones and Laura 
Louise Kinney of 

Omaha, NE. She was preceded in death by 
her husband Mervyn L Johnson; brother L. 
Thomas Jones and her son Mark T. Johnson. 
Marianna is survived by her 9 nieces and 
nephews. 
     Marianna grew up in Salt Lake City, UT 
after which she attended Graceland Univer-
sity in Lamoni, IA achieving an Associates 
Degree. While attending college she met the 
love of her life, Mervyn L. Johnson. They 
were married September 2, 1956 in Salt 
Lake City, UT and spent the next 57 years 
together. Mervyn and Marianna were 
blessed with a beloved child, Mark Timothy 
Johnson on March 24, 1957. Marianna 
worked in many capacities as a secretary 
before moving to Independence, Missouri in 
the early 1960’s. She continued her career 
as a Legal Secretary for the law offices of 
Keith Wilson, Jr. until retirement. She began 
a new career in the restaurant industry at the 
Englewood Café as a hostess. In 2001, Ma-
rianna was honored to receive the “Overall 
Employee of the Year Award” from the 
Greater KC Restaurant Association. 
     Marianna treasured spending time with 
her husband Mervyn, driving through the 
countryside admiring the puffy clouds and 
wild flowers. She loved Jazz music and the 
fine arts and enjoyed spending time in the 
Englewood district listening to live music 
and viewing the works of diverse artists in 
her later years. Her greatest love was The 
Church of Christ with the Elijah Message 
where she was a member for 57 years. Ma-
rianna had a beautiful voice and held the po-
sition of church chorister for many years. 
Marianna was a treasure to all who knew 
her and 

will 
be 

Page 152 The Greater Light November/December 2017 


